Byrne v Van Tienhoven [1880]
· 1 October: the defendants posted a letter, making an OFFER to the claimants;
· 8 October: the defendants posted a second letter  to the claimants REVOKING the original offer;
· 11 October: the claimants received the offer letter and immediately sent a telegram to the defendants ACCEPTING their offer;
· 15 October; the claimants sent a letter to the defendants , confirming their telegram of acceptance;
· 20 October: the letter of revocation was received by the claimants.

It was held that a contract was formed on 11 October, when the offer was accepted by sending the telegram, and so the revocation arrived too late to have any legal effect. 

	Stage:
	Communicated on:
	Communicated by:

	Offer
	11 October
	Receipt of letter containing the offer – offer must be actually communicated (read, heard, seen etc.) in order to be valid.

	Acceptance
	11 October
	Posting of telegram of acceptance- this is due to the ‘postal rule’ which only applies to acceptance

	Revocation
	20 October
	Receipt of letter of revocation – revocation must actually be seen to be communicated to be valid. 



[bookmark: _GoBack]Usually, the offeror tells the offeree that the offer is withdrawn, but sometimes the offeree hears through someone else and provided that this is a ‘reliable third party’, the revocation will still be effective. 
