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                                         ECGE4001 – Portfolio of Study Skills
                                                          Assessment Tasks
Part 1
It is believed that in Iceland and similar Nordic countries, they consider it is of great importance for Children to interact and be educated outdoors. There are Government documentation that recommend outdoor play as beneficial to Children of all ages. The Curriculum guidelines show that Children develop an understanding on the natural world and their surrounding environments, with the ability to comprehend the benefits of leading a healthy lifestyle while incorporating exercise and a nutritional diet (Noradahl and Johannesson, 2013).
There has been some emphasis on daily outdoor play in Children aged between one to six for some time, with the Interactions between the ages of six to sixteen seen more with their peers outside of school hours. 
Outdoor education is dependent on the educator and their knowledge and abilities. 70% of Schools in the capital Reykjavik have stated that they educate outdoors on a regular basis (Oladottir, 2008).

Adapted from:
Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of primary, Elementary and Early Years Education.  Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, pp.391-406.


Part 2a
The academic text provided concerning Forest Schools and what they offer children, young people and adults written by Murray and O’Brien (2006) state that Forest schools are ‘An Inspirational way of teaching while allowing for the development of confidence, self – esteem through a hands-on educational approach within the woodland curriculum’.
O’Brien and Murray (2006) Also believe that people feel in this modern day living that children are not having the same experiences as they once did, by enjoying the outdoors and the wide open green spaces due to the worry and negativity surrounding current modern day living. They found that people deemed it as beneficial for children to play indoors.
Research shows that by becoming a recluse or ostracising yourself from a young age and not interacting as a child in the outdoors does have an adverse effect with your emotional and physical development(Thompson, Aspinall, Bell, et.al, 2004).
The WAG(Welsh Assembly Government) are actively supporting Educators to provide  Varied teaching styles by encouraging use of outdoor classrooms in their own individual settings, principally in the foundation settings.
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Part 2b
(1) Plagiarism – It is important to avoid Plagiarism for many reasons. Reasons being Plagiarism is seen as cheating, imitating and misleading. It can have an impact on your final grades and even lead to disqualification.

(2) False – It is Good practice to reference your work for all that is not your own words. Have confidence in your own words (Cottrell, 2019, p.247). Referencing is also a good way to demonstrate your knowledge on the subject and shows you can have the ability to establish credibility and authority in your own work (Pears and Shields,2019)

(3) False – Wikipedia is not an Ideal search engine to use for academical purposes due to the ability for editing purposes by any individual. Pears and Shields (2019) believe Wikipedia information can sometimes be false.


(4) Presenting a Long Quotation – Longer quotations should be presented as an individual paragraph with the text starting further in than the academic text in your essays. Incorporate the quotation with linking sentences and connecting relevance (Cottrell,2019, p.250).


(5) 5 Sources for Conducting research into Academic study – 

C urrency - Make sure it is up to date
R elevance – Intended use
A uthority – Authors credentials
A ccuracy – Can be verified
P urpose – Why it is used in its context
Using the CRAAP test can help you develop an advanced way of conduction and deducing what information is relevant to your needs (Evans,2019)

Cottrell (2019) Recommends that you develop an understanding of Written and communication skills to help structure your ideas. 
People skills and being able to study with others, becoming a team player and allowing others to contribute.
Task management skills, having the ability to manage and organise your time correctly. Meeting given deadlines, project managing.
Research Skills, helping yourself to develop research skills in finding the information needed and understanding where and who has provided.
Thinking skills and how they can help develop your knowledge. Creative thinking and understanding (Cottrell, 2019, pp.22 23).
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Part 3
The report for students’ perspectives on Cyber Bullying was written by authors named Agatson.Ph.D, Kawalski.Ph.D and Limber.Ph.D for the University of Clemson, California.
They Undertook a study on several students in various focus groups to develop an understanding on how and what young people know about ‘Cyber Bullying’.
The aim of the article and its content was to provide and understand information on how young people see Cyber Bullying and the underlying knowledge of how to counteract the problem (Cobb County,2007).
One of the main conclusions on the article is that Cyber Bullying is already known by young people and their vast knowledge on the subject and its preventative strategies are more widely known than first understood.
The authors intentions are to help Parents, Teachers and others understand the statistics on Cyber Bullying and the level at what Instant Technology and modern-day life impacts have upon young people. The control that a word or text can have upon an individual when not expressed in person, showing body language, tone of voice or eye contact.
The structure of the article has been printed in an organised and informative manner by providing statistics and percentages of key information enabling the author to gain the attention of the reader. The use of key words and negative formats first, also helps to grab the readers attention and show how important the subjects’ content is. The paragraphs are spaced out accordingly with easy to read text, providing ample information regarding the subject. 
The Formal Vocabulary used is easy to read with a minimal use of excessive wording. Showing an accuracy in the gathering of their information by giving the reader the correct information gathered from the various focus groups assessed. The use of persuasive negative language and key words i.e. Bullying, harass, risk, behaviour, reported, help to keep the reader engaged and interested. The use of emotive words are used in order to persuade us of their argument and the use of statistics or facts are used to convince a reader to add weight for an argument (The persuaders toolkit,BBC,2019)
The article is trying to show that young people are Technologically slick and practiced. The article is also trying to gain knowledge of how young people feel about Cyber bullying and its effects. Also presented are ways in which Cyber bullying can be prevented.
Females are more likely to be a victim of cyber bullying or cyberaggression whereas males are less prone. These findings are shown in the statistics and evidence provided. The information is collated from various surveys and reports via focus groups, that were undertaken in Middle and High schools in the district of Marietta, Georgia.
Many Schools around the world conduct such research due to the ever-growing issues with online bullying.
A BBC report from Estyn wrote that all schools should have an Anti-Bullying checklist in place, the list would include:
· All Pupils should know what to do if they experience Bullying in any way.
· Strategies to tackle Bullying.
· Safe places for vulnerable groups or individuals during break times and lunch times.
· Pupil responsibility – Buddy systems or Peer support.
THINKSTOCK, (2014) States that ‘Cyberbullying through social network sites has been identified as a growing problem’. One welsh School - Dwr y Felin, Neath have protocols in place to protect against Cyberbullying:
· No mobile phones or smart devices monitored Internet use, E-safety is taught in IT and social education and assemblies (Estyn,2014).
Conclusions drawn on the article are that young people know what and how to prevent Cyberbullying. Parents and teachers should be more informed. More studies are needed to increase the knowledge on overall outcomes within the Cyberbullying systems. Policies could be made in a more interpreted manner, also the prevention of mobile phones in schools would help towards alleviating the problems surrounding cyberbullying. The article was a very interesting read but would have benefitted from exhibiting various reports from a diversified area elsewhere to make comparisons on Cyberbullying and its surrounding effects.
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