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Caitlin jenkins 
2200228
 Within today's society individuals remain prominent to facing inequality in many domains such as in work, poverty and welfare. When the entire net income of a working household isn't enough to cover expenses, they are said to be living in in-work poverty. Therefore, poor pay is one factor that could contribute to in-work poverty, but we also need to take the circumstances of the entire household into account (Lanua & Hick,2017, p.5). This essay will discuss the intersectionality between the three key aspects in further detail and will analyse the social consequences that are discussed by Esping Anderson whilst also including other theoretical approaches.  
Before exploring how work, poverty and welfare intersect, the research behind work and where it originates from should be explored. According to the International labour organization (2018, p.3) the ILO constitution state that an All people have the right to pursue their material well-being and spiritual development in an atmosphere of freedom, dignity, economic stability, and equal opportunity, regardless of their race, creed, or gender. This addresses the social role of work. This statement effectively conveys the notion that employment not only fulfils material need but also plays a role in an individual's journey towards self-actualization. This shows that the function of employment in fostering interpersonal relationships among members of cohesive communities. To add further to the findings of work Brick (2002, n.p.) states that most current evolutionary theories suggest that to achieve potentially incompatible mating and parental men focus on hunting, while women focus on gathering tasks. Several cooperative methods for child provisioning between men and women as well as between women and men. To bolster these evolutionary discoveries. To add to this further, Crockett (2019, n.p.) relays that Marx frequently views human labour as existing solely because it is intrinsic to the identity of the working class. Even in his criticism of the capitalist class and the bourgeois lifestyle, this emphasis on labour and required labour is restrictive and productivism. This shows that as individuals it is seen that they bound to social norms and values to be a part of the working class which ultimately forces inequality which forms a clear class division. From this Harman (2000, p.8) explains that the worker's wealth increases as he produces more, and his output gains more dominance, this explains the declining value of the human world follows in exact proportion to the world of things increasing value. To add further to the division of labour, Whittle & Hailwood (2018, n.p.) state that functionalist Parsons believes that he questions our presumptions on the gendered division of labour in early modern England, making us reevaluate the kinds of jobs that men and women performed at this time. From this, the results show that patterns of gendered labour were not consistent but rather varied across the economy such as attaining jobs in craft industries which display a clear gender divide, while jobs in agriculture showed a more flexible division of labour. For example, gender differences were much less pronounced in jobs related to daily commerce. For the first time, quantitative data on early modern care and housekeeping in England is provided, which implies that the labour was less family-based and required less time than is typically thought (Whittle & Hailwood,2018, n.p.).
To begin to understand how welfare, poverty and welfare intersect the theory of welfare must be explored. Neo-Marxist Esping Anderson developed a theory regarding the welfare state and believes in three key aspects. The first concept being Moderate Conservatism which is Humanity's commodification will jeopardise societal unity and authority, Liberalism which relates to a strictly cash-nexus cause disruptions in the supply and demand equilibrium. And lastly Socialism which is the complete elimination of wage labour is the only way to achieve true human welfare (Andersen,2008, n.p.). These key aspects are vital in exploring the intersectionality towards poverty and work as the welfare state represents an ideology towards elimination of political and economic divisions and uncertainties inherent in the capitalist market. We should anticipate a more egalitarian and socially cohesive welfare state from robust working classes (Therbon,1986, p.20). To dive deeper into the theories that Esping-Anderson follows, the theory of socialism is supported by Lazear (2020, p.1) as Socialism is defended as being more altruistic than free-market capitalism because it combines significant centrally planned allocation with government control of most of the means of production. This shows that in society inequalities remain prevalent. For example, Livesey & Lawson (2008, p.7) found that ‘the highest rate of income tax is now 40%, which contrasts with rates reaching 80% - 90% in the recent past’. This shows that those on higher incomes from this people keep a larger portion of that money resulting in income inequalities. By linking Esping Andersons findings on socialism, it allows for further Marxists such as Marx to form an idea of socialism and a contrast approach as he believes that task was to go into detail about the structure of a socialist society. Ultimately, their primary motivation for advocating for socialism was to actualize a specific type of society as they opposed capitalism to create a society based on their idealistic vision (Bevir,1991, p.5). However, although capitalism is prominent in society there are strategies that have been implemented to make a change. For example, as the Office for National Statistics (2023, n.p.) found that ‘there were an estimated 13.7% of households where no member of the household was in employment’ the government's response to help people with mental or physical health disorders find or keep a job, the government is increasing funding for four important initiatives. For example, these include the implementation of the ‘NHS Talking Therapies, Individual Placement and Support, Restart, and Universal Support. These programmes are expected to benefit up to 1.1 million people over the course of the next five years’ (GOV.UK,2023, n.p.). By the government implementing such changes to improve welfare of those in society shows great improvement. In support of this, The Office for National Statistics (2022, n.p) published those disposable disparities in earnings for non-retired households grew by 0.8 percentage points in the period leading up to FYE 2022 (FYE 2013 to FYE 2022), while income inequality for resigned households increased by 3.9 percentage points, primarily due to the declining effects of cash benefits. These statistics can provide information regarding the income inequalities that individuals in a low-income family receive whilst also ensuring that the class divide between those in working class compared to the higher-class incomes are seen.
There are many social issues that are prevalent within society and a social problem is anything that exists in the society and prevents people from reaching their maximum potential. Social difficulties include things like racism, poverty, unemployment, and malnourishment. Subpar housing and even discrimination in the workplace (Sage Publications, p.4). By understanding social issues, it allows for the understanding of how work can affect welfare. Marxist Durkheim (1993, p.2) states that social cohesiveness and integration in mechanical solidarity arise from people's commonality or homogeneity, or from their belief that they are linked by shared family, kindred, religion, work, or value systems. These findings allow for an analysis of how work and poverty can intersect for individuals within the workplace. To add further to this, (Lukes,2013, p.16) Durkheim was certain that individualism would cause society to collapse in the absence of strong social ties and social solidarity.  This shows that that organic solidarity could arise from naturally occurring consensus between individuals who, despite their varied roles and tasks, were dependent on one another, whereas mechanical solidarity could only flourish in situations where people were involved in similar activities (Lukes,2013, p.17). To add further to this, (European commission, 2016, p.8) state that poverty and prolonged joblessness and are frequently linked to poverty and social isolation. The characteristics of low pay also have an impact on the size of the low wage labour market. Research indicates that a sizable fraction of low-paid individuals ends up stuck in low-paying professions. This may appear as being trapped in a low-paying job or going through cycles of low pay and unemployment (European commission,2016, p.7). Statistics in support of these findings are published by (UK Parliament, n.p,2024) as they found that prior to housing costs in 2022–2023, 37% of working-age adults in families without an employed adult and 10% of families with at least one employed adult were living in relative poverty. These statistics show us that poverty within the workplace is prevalent and concludes Durkheim's theory of individualism. However, although Durkheim's theory of individualism provides sufficient evidence, a post-modernist view by Lacan (2017, p.2) differs as he states that Individualism cannot be used in an organisation or community as a tool for social construction.  For example, people gain respectability by performing well at work, which is evaluated from the perspective of their professional environment. In the microcosm of an organisation, their actions frequently dictate how they will be perceived in the larger society. From this, it is clear to see that post-modernists share different viewpoints and narratives while being critical of and challenging prevailing discourses and presumptions (Day,2018, n.p.). Although there are negatives of social issues arising in the workplace affecting welfare an estimated 670,000 households in the UK are qualified for benefits and tax credits totalling more than £15,600 annually (HM Government,2010, p.6). Further findings provided by the HM Government (2010, p.9) found that the likelihood of poverty for children living in couple households without an adult worker is over 64%, whereas the likelihood for children living in a household with two people working full-time is barely 1%.The likelihood of poverty and severe poverty is substantially higher in households without an adult employed. These findings prove the significant impact to the welfare of individuals and how they receive inequality due to worklessness. 
To be able to analyse the concept of poverty to its full extent, due to its insistence on the development of unequal social structures, Marxists theory of poverty and inequality is a fundamental component of the capitalist system of production, therefore it must be explored. The chances and services that are accessible to every person are one way that inequality is passed down from generation to generation. (Peet,2010, p.1). A publication by the University of Kent (2015, n.p.) states that Human rights can and should be utilised as a tool to eradicate the bad effects of globalisation, according to a liberal perspective on poverty. They argue that because civil and political rights enable the impoverished to engage in democratic life and take control of their own destiny, they contribute to the reduction of poverty. In support of this, Esping Andersons theory of liberalism can be acknowledged. Liberal individualism is first and foremost a set of ideals that uphold the moral standing of every human being. People in mediaeval societies were born into specific jobs and statuses (Spicker,2013, p.2). This theory of liberalism can allow for an understanding of how poverty intersects regarding welfare whilst also being able to acknowledge the changing patterns of the economy. For example, Spicker (2013, p.6) states that Esping Andersons welfare provision can be viewed as coercive and debatable. When Esping Andersen used this concept to a group of "liberal welfare regimes," he meant for the categorization to mostly pertain to states that are focused on the market and have a minimal dedication to help that is provided in kind, such as healthcare or education and enables people to take advantage of market distribution. That suggests that rather than providing people with a service, pro-market liberals typically advocate income maintenance, or providing individuals with financial support.  Furthermore, Spiker (2013, p.7) adds that the magnitude of communal provision is the second component. Welfare states that are liberal are defined by their minimal state provision. However, although Esping- Anderson's theory of welfare capitalism is highly researched it does seem to lack some validity. According to Bambra (2007, n.p.) Esping-Andersen's regime notion makes generalisations about welfare state provision in all its manifestations. Due to the presumption that a welfare regime's main social policy areas will mostly mirror its welfare provision strategy and that each type of regime itself reflect, from this some have questioned the validity of the liberal regime concept itself. Furthermore, the UK Parliament (2024, n.p.) revealed that the main way the government offers benefits to people in their working years is through universal credit. The Welfare Reform Act of 2012 brought it into existence, and it is progressively displacing earlier benefits known as "legacy benefits" like working tax credits. This act is to prolong the temporary de minimis term in compliance with regulation of the Universal Credit (Surpluses and Self-Employed Losses) to protect the effective administration of the programme (GOV.UK,2023, n.p.). This act allows for the development of Esping Andersons liberal regime to be followed is predicated on the idea of private provision and market domination ideally, government intervention is limited to means-tested measures intended to alleviate poverty and provide for necessities. From this, social stratification is high and that the potential for governmental benefits becomes limited (Kaiser & Ferragina,2011, p.3). 
To understand poverty further, Spiker (2002, p.17) states a pattern of deprivation, is one way to identify poverty. However, this is not the same as saying that those in poverty are cut off from society's mainstream. Once more, it is astonishing how many people appear to experience poverty especially in their early years without feeling cut off from society. Likewise, welfare started to be perceived as a potential means for people to pursue higher education or learn new skills. The time spent on public assistance would be invested in human capital, increasing the person's productivity upon her return to the workforce (Clark, Dennis, Hein & Pryke,2000, p.22). This shows that in our society there is an implantation of change present. For example, the green paper welfare reform which explores potential approaches to enhance the way we help individuals while making the present system more equitable for taxpayers. Three key themes drive our approach to reforming the benefits system for the disabled and those with chronic illnesses (UK Parliament,2024, n.p.). To understand the welfare reform regime further and to gain an understanding of its agenda, it covers the New Deal for young people (18–24) who have been unemployed for longer than six months, as well as single mothers and older age groups who have been unemployed for longer. It consists of the daycare tax credit and the tax credit for working families (Clark, Dennis, Hein & Pryke,2000, p.34). However, although there are schemes in place to reduce the amount of poverty in our society there are still in work poverty present.  According to St Vincent De Paul Society (2021, p.8) Based on data, 3.7 million children, or 26.4% of all children, were living in households with absolute low income as of 2018–19. From this, The Equality and Human Rights Commission (2018, p.8) state that due to the robust overall job growth, a sizable number of people have switched from receiving benefits to the workforce. For example, Reforms in certain situations such as lone parents, plays a part in this result and the shift from benefits to employment was significantly less than anticipated, especially when it came to disability and incapacity payments. Furthermore, The Equality and Human Rights Commission (2018, p.8) further add that rather of cutting spending, certain reforms, like the one to the Council Tax Benefit, have increased the welfare system's expenses. Our evaluation has concentrated on the effects of the reforms on protected groups rather than their effectiveness, and we have compiled a substantial amount of data to determine if certain groups have suffered disproportionately because of the changes.
In conclusion, throughout the research and analysis of how work, poverty and welfare intersect it is clear to see that In-depth research on the connections between health, social status, and employment and poverty was pointed out. From this, the body of research on how to better the welfare of our society by the implementation of policies and legislation in poverty and employment it increases knowledge of the effects of these changes on such topic such as health and wellbeing at the individual However, it has been acknowledged that one of the policy's difficulties is recognising the significance of social, institutional, and individual elements (Harkins & Egan,2013, p.34). 
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