Why choose the Research Proposal assignment?

Writing research proposals is an essential skill when, for example, applying for post-graduate courses, applying for research funding, applying for grant applications, seeking support with publishing etc.  This is a chance to start practising and developing this skill!
There are many good websites providing guidance on how to write research proposals (there is a link to one of these sites on the Moodle page under the Assignments section).  There is, however, a generic format for most research proposals.  This format includes:
1. Title
This is a working title for your intended research, and should give a clear indication of your research topic.
2. Abstract
The proposal should include a concise statement of your intended research of no more than 100 words. This may be a couple of sentences setting out the problem that you want to examine or the central question that you wish to address.
3. Research Context and Significance
You should explain the broad background against which you will conduct your research. You should include a brief overview of the general area of study within which your proposed research falls, summarising the current state of knowledge and recent debates on the topic (including a literature review). This will allow you to demonstrate your knowledge of the relevant field and to reference current academic perspectives.  
The proposal should try to demonstrate the originality of your intended research. You should therefore explain why your research is important (for example, by explaining how your research builds on and adds to the current state of knowledge in the field, or that it fills a cap in current research, or by setting out reasons why it is timely to research your proposed topic).
[bookmark: _GoBack]4. Research Questions

The proposal should set out the central aims and questions that will guide your research. Before writing your proposal, you should take time to reflect on the key questions that you are seeking to answer. Many research proposals are too broad, so reflecting on your key research questions is a good way to make sure that your project is sufficiently narrow and feasible 
You might find it helpful to prioritize one or two main questions, from which you can then derive a number of secondary research questions. 
5. Research Methods
The proposal should outline your research methods, explaining how you are going to conduct your research. Your methods may include visiting particular libraries or archives, field work or interviews.
If your proposed research is library-based, you should explain where your key resources (e.g. primary documents, books, journal articles) are located. 
If you plan to conduct field work and/or collect empirical data, you should provide details about this (e.g. where your fieldwork is being carried out? If you plan interviews, who will you interview? How many interviews will you conduct? Will there be problems of access?). This section should also explain how you are going to analyse your research findings.  You should also outline any advantages and limitations your chosen methodology may present.
This section should also take into consideration any ethical issues/risks to participants that might arise during your research, and how you plan to mitigate these risks. 
6. Time Schedule
You should include an outline of the various stages and corresponding time lines for developing and implementing the research.
7. Bibliography and References
The proposal should include a short bibliography and a list of references to key articles and texts discussed within your research proposal and a selection of sources appropriate to the proposed research topic. Your proposal must be referenced clearly and correctly!
