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Within this essay, there will be an in-depth comparison and contrast of Wales, United Kingdom and Somalia, Africa, with regards to children’s life experiences. The two countries were chosen due to personal interests in both cultures, with Wales being the knowledgeable and familiar country, whereas Somalia has a completely different life experience, being from a less fortunate country. The issues that have been selected to research are education, healthcare, children’s rights and gender equality. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to the Welsh Government (2017a), children within Wales from the age of three to four, are entitled to free early years education entitlement of Flying start, which allows children to attend an educational establishment from two to two and a half hours a day. The Welsh Government (2017b) states that Flying Start provides children, from mostly deprived backgrounds, the early opportunity to receive quality care and education, which is part of the Welsh Government’s aim to reduce poverty within the country, as well as providing equality for children within Wales. However, Gridley et al. (2013) argued that Flying Start is only made available to families who live within certain areas, therefore families who are in need of this service, who live outside of the designated areas, cannot receive the benefits of Flying Start. On the other hand, Africa Educational Trust (No date) explained that due to the Civil war within Somalia, it has had a dramatic negative effect on education. By 1994, school buildings had been destroyed, teachers and students had abandoned education and learning resources were not available, with Central and South Somalia being the worst affected. UNICEF (No date, a) stated that Somalia has one of the lowest rates of enrolment within primary school education, with only thirty percent of children attending school and a large percentage of these children being boys. They follow on to mention that due to the high rate of poverty within Somalia, with parents having to pay for children’s education within the country, many parents cannot afford schooling fees. The Education Policy and Data Center (2014) explained that children within Somalia do not start school until the age of six years old. However, Williams and Cummings (2015) stated that before the civil war, within 1981 children within Somalia were attending Koranic schools from the age of four, but due to war, enrolment declined, and schools were destroyed, resulting in future schooling having a decline in enrolment with younger children. 
According to the Welsh Government (2017c), the Foundation Phase is a free statutory educational curriculum for children aged three to seven within Wales. The Foundation Phase encourages learning through play, giving the child choice, active learning both indoors and outdoors and implement the seven learning areas of personal and social development, well-being and cultural diversity, language, literacy and communication skills, mathematic development, welsh language development, knowledge and understanding of the world, physical development and creative development within children’s education. Estyn (2011) stated that the Foundation Phase had a positive impact on children within Wales, and children had an increase in motivation and enjoyment of learning from having an active learning experience, with outdoor learning being an engaging factor, especially for boys learning. According to Law Wales (No date), it is compulsory for children within Wales, from the age of five to sixteen, to attend primary and secondary school, and it is the responsibility of local authorities to ensure sufficient schools within the area to provide all children with an appropriate education. However, Walthouse (2014) stated that for those children who are fortunate enough to attend a primary school within Somalia, the teacher to child ratio is one to thirty-three, which suggests that there is a shortage of teaching staff, resulting in Somalian children being unable to have quality education. Walthouse goes on to mention that the curriculum within Somalian schools are inconsistent, explaining that what a child learns in one school would not be the same in another school. This is resulting in children not having equal and fair learning opportunities. According to Forwerck (2017), famine and war have caused extreme disruption of education within Somalia, however, the underdeveloped government within the country has also had an impact on education. Moyi (2012) suggested that Somalian schools within Somaliland have a formal learning pattern, which is described as a basic classroom education, however, these classrooms are overcrowded which impacts the quality of education. However, the Central South of Somalia does not have an educational structure, due to lack of funding and from past conflict, and does not have a ministry of education. Moyi followed on from this to state that within Somalian primary schools, the language medium is Somali, however, within secondary schools, the medium is English. There is also limited policies in place and a lack of planning within Somalian schools, with education not made compulsory. However, the Welsh Government (2017d) stated that within one of the many Welsh educational policies is for all schools in Wales to have both the Welsh and English language interweaved into daily school life, giving all children the opportunity to acquire both languages from an early age. Albright (2017) explained that due to the extreme drought within Somalia, children’s education had been negatively impacted upon, as children had either become ill from lack of water or had been sent to search for water instead of attending school. Albright stated that within the Somalian famine in 2011, ninety percent of children who left school did not return, and many child deaths could have been prevented by having health services available at schools. According to Somalia Federal Republic (2013), Somalia is one of the most disadvantaged countries in regard to education, and schools are unsafe for children, due to buildings not being secure, a lack of sanitation facilities and poor hygiene, which can cause the risk of disease outbreaks. 
According to NHS Wales (No date), children within Wales are entitled to free healthcare, which includes GP services, such as vaccinations and health checks, dental services, opticians, free pharmacy services, social services, accident and emergency, ambulance services and hospital treatment. However, the World Health Organisation (No date) stated that within Somalia, the healthcare system is underdeveloped, with hospitals poorly structured, and there is a lack of resources and financial assistance. Somalia’s healthcare is now mainly within the private sector which means that parents would have to pay for any healthcare costs. However, these private health services are unregulated, which can cause potential risks to patients that attend. The healthcare within Somalia is of a significant poor standard, with children not being able to receive treatment due to poverty. This is resulting in diseases and health issues not being treated, and the lack of basic food and clean water is resulting in child mortality. According to the Office of National Statistics (2016), the infant mortality rate of babies aged one year old and under within Wales in 2015 was four per one thousand, and the child mortality rate of children aged one to fourteen was 2.9 per one hundred thousand children, which are both an extremely low rate. The Welsh Government (2016a) explained that the Healthy Child Wales Programme was implemented from 2016, which involves all families with children from birth to seven, providing advice, support and covers the three areas of immunisations, screening and monitoring and supporting child development. The NHS Direct Wales (2017) stated that all children within Wales have a health visiting service in which a highly qualified health visitor gives advice and provides health check on babies and children up to the age of five. This ensures the child is safe, cared for and that parents have a professional to enquire upon in case of any uncertainty with parenting. However, unfortunately Somalia does not have this luxury.  According to UNICEF (No date, b), Somalia has one of the highest mortality rates in the world regarding children under five, with one hundred and thirty-seven children per one thousand. UNICEF explained that one out of seven children within Somalia do not live passed five years old. This is due to factors such as pneumonia, diarrhoea, measles and neonatal disorders, however, over a third of infant and child deaths are caused by malnutrition. The Somalia Federal Republic (2013) suggested that there was a significant link between education and child mortality, stating that there was a decline in child mortality of up to 9.5 percent, for every year of education that young women accomplished. Devi (2016) stated that the lack of funding for hospitals and healthcare within Somalia has had a detrimental effect on the lives of children, and although there are aid organisations such as UNICEF, WHO and Oxfam who are assisting to provide healthcare to Somalia, due to security reasons, some of these organisations have had to leave the country. Devi follows on from this to explain that if the money needed for healthcare alone in Somalia is not raised, malnutrition within children could potentially cause fatalities of up to fifty-six thousand within the year, not including possible diseases that could be contracted. 
With regards to dental care, Beveridge (No date) explained that the majority of people within Somalia do not visit a dentist, and if there is an oral problem, Somali’s tend to use home remedies, such as cloves, and tools to pull teeth out. Beveridge follows on from this to state that Somali parents are not worried about cavities within children’s teeth as the teeth will eventually fall out, and overcrowded mouths are a common occurrence within children in Somalia, with parents pushing the child’s teeth into place, without the medical treatment and assistance from a professional dentist. According to Adams et al. (2013), people within Somalia do not use toothbrushes and instead use a stick from a roomay tree or a stick called Muswaki. These sticks are soaked in water until soft and then used to brush teeth twice a day, and usually last up to a week. Adams et al. (2013) follows on from this to mention that children from the age of eighteen months old are taught to brush their teeth in this way, and by the age of three, children are expected to clean their teeth independently, due to the amount of children the mother usually would have to care for, resulting in not being able to supervise toothbrushing. However, within Wales, the Welsh Government (2016b) stated that schools have the ‘Designed to Smile’ programme, which ensures every child has equal opportunity to access oral health. The schools provide every child with a toothbrush and toothpaste. This also ensures that children who may not have an oral hygiene regime at home, due to a more deprived lifestyle, has the resources and structure within school time. Designed to Smile (2018) advises parents that children under the age of eight years old need assistance with brushing their teeth, and that although the school has this programme in place, it is still necessary to brush children’s teeth twice a day at home. The NHS Wales (2018) stated that anyone aged eighteen or under is entitled to free dental treatment. This ensures that all children within Wales has the equal opportunity for dental care. However, Clarke (2017) argues that patients within Wales are finding it difficult to find NHS dentists, due to the decline in dental clinics and professionals leaving this career. Jupes (2017) agreed with Clarke and added that dentistry is failing within Wales due to dentists focussing on targets instead of focussing on patients’ dental needs and giving advice. 
According to the Welsh Government (2015), Wales first joint the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in 1991, and this ensured that all children within Wales had rights throughout childhood. They follow on to mention that articles one to forty-two are related to how every child should be treated, whereas articles forty-three to forty-five related to how the government and parents can ensure that children’s rights are followed up and acted upon. The Children’s Commissioner for Wales (No date) explained that Wales has a designated Children’s Commissioner and the role includes informing children within Wales about the rights that they have, ensuring all children’s voices are heard and acted upon, to speak on behalf of the children and to ensure that the Welsh Government acts upon their promises with regards to children. By having the UNCRC and a children’s Commissioner for Wales, children within the country are profoundly outspoken and are ensured to have choice and their rights carried out. 
According to UNICEF (2005), Somalia had still not ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child, due to not having a recognised government. However, the UN News (2015) stated that in 2015 Somalia finally ratified the UNCRC, which was explained that the country can now start to promote the rights of the children within Somalia after the devastating effects of the civil war experienced. Although, this would be a lengthy process due to the amount of poverty and neglect within the country. 
According to the United Nations Development Programme (No date), gender equality within Somalia is far from being accepted, with females not being recognised as an equal sex to males. With regards to female children living in Somalia, there are high counts of rape, children’s marriages, female genital mutilation carried out on mostly girls aged four to eleven, and violence towards females in general. However, the stigma carries on even further with regards to education. Abdi (2015) states that girls tend to be discriminated against with regards to education, with education being gendered to mostly a male population. Within Somali culture, males have a superiority over females, which has followed on throughout history to the present day with education. According to INTERSOS (2016), the rate of girls attending education remains low, and other factors that can play a part in girls’ not attending school can also be caused by the negative attitudes of parents, being made to stay at home to assist with household chores, insecurity and poverty. UNICEF (No date, a) stated that with only thirty percent of children within Somalia attending school, only forty percent of these are female. However, now that Somalia has ratified the UNCRC, the Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland (No date) explained that within article twenty-eight, it states that all children have the right to an education within primary and secondary school, no matter what ethnicity, gender or disability. This suggests that Somalia should be working towards meeting the targets necessary to achieve the outcomes within the UNCRC, especially with regards to gender equality. However, according to Holland (2016), Wales has a variety of legislation and policies in place to ensure the equality of all who live there. The Equality Act (2010) is in place to make sure that individuals are treated fairly and equally, with regards to a range of factors such as gender, disability, sexuality, age, ethnicity or religion. According to the Children’s Rights Alliance for England (2016), the Equality Act (2010) is also in place to advise and guide children’s professionals on how children should be treated and cared for. They follow on from this to explain that any children’s services or workers who do not follow the duties within the Equality act and do not treat children equally are violating the act, which as classed as unlawful. Any individuals who are identified as doing this, the children involved are entitled to attend court proceedings and could receive compensation. However, the Human Rights Watch (2018) explained that Somalia gained a new government in March 2017, which is a step in the right direction in order to begin positive intervention of the inequality of the country, as well as other major disadvantages Somalia are experiencing. They follow on to mention that previous governments within Somalia have ignored the violations of human rights within the country, with inequality being an acceptable behaviour. However, within the new government, although there are many challenges that they face within the country, many improvements are possible, with human rights being one of these factors. Government security forces are reported as a main cause of rape, violence and even murder within Somalia towards mainly females, and the new government intend to remove individuals who are committing these crimes. 
To conclude, after comparing Wales and Somalia, it is clear that Wales has a more structured and supported country. The Foundation Phase and Flying start provide children with an effective education and opportunity. Wales also receive free healthcare from the NHS, which enables all children to seek medical, dental and optical care, with support from health visitors, to ensure the health of every child is attended to. Children’s rights within Wales are protected and secure, with legislation and policies in place, as well as the Children’s Commissioner for Wales, to ensure children’s rights and equality are of the upmost importance. Overall, this shows that children within Wales have a successful future, with careers, personal health and human rights respected and encouraged. However, Somalia still has a lengthy process in relation to becoming anywhere near as fortunate as Wales, due to the civil war and breakdown of Somali government. Due to widespread poverty within the country, education and healthcare are difficult to afford, with most schools and hospitals being private. Disease and malnourishment are prevalent, and death within children under five are at a high rate. Gender inequality is a common cultural behaviour within Somalia, with male children having the opportunity to an education, whereas female children are less advantaged. However, there is hope that the country will slowly work upon this, due to a new government, as well as ratifying the UNCRC, which is a change in the right direction. 
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