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A REFLECTIVE ACCOUNT:                   HOW HAS LITERATURE AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE CHALLENGED YOUR BELIEFS AND ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT HOW SCHOOLS RESPOND TO OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES IN THEIR COMMUNITY.

ECAD4009: Learners, Schools and Communities: Where am I teaching?





	[bookmark: cysill]Target 1
	Read even more relevant books and journal articles as well as websites when researching.

	Target 2
	Endeavour to synthesise research into my writing to support key points.

	Target 3
	Use a critical approach whenever it is possible.



I have many beliefs and assumptions about education linking with the community, that have been influenced by my experiences and other people’s beliefs. Although everyone’s beliefs and assumptions may be different; it is important to recognise that “Children’s lives are shaped by education” (Save the Children, accessed 28 January 2020). My teacher inspired me throughout school, which has influenced many decisions and encouraged me to achieve personal goals. According to the Welsh Government (Curriculum for Wales) 2020, it is essential that a child acquires; experiences, knowledge and skills to lead an active citizenship. The ‘Curriculum for Wales’ has four purposes which are all equally important, however one proposes; schools should support their learners to become valued members of society, who are ready to lead fulfilling lives. Therefore, I believe teachers role model behaviour to children, further than educational skills, making them a significant influence. However, Bruner (1966, quoted in Slee and Shute, 2003) argues that children gain knowledge about the world from action rather than instruction, because they are social beings. For that reason, I also believe, the environment in which children learn is crucial. I have learned from experience, that social development is key to evolve in other areas and is developed best within the environment. Whalley (2001, p.8) believes parents are primary educators, therefore are vital to supporting the development of social and emotional skills. As a parent myself, I agree we are hugely influential because we teach life lessons daily and will always encourage and support our children, to achieve the best they possibly can. A study by Gillett and Baer (2017), shows that supporting children to develop social and emotional skills prepares them for success in their futures. Therefore, I do believe that schools, families and communities all influence children’s learning. Supporting this, Ball (1994) found that parents, professionals and the community act as a ‘triangle of care’, even though they have their own roles they share a common purpose to: “restrain sometimes, encourage often, love always” (p. 77). In saying this, my assumptions have been emphasised but sometimes challenged, during my bridging experiences.
Firstly, from personal experience I believe teachers are role models to children. Nenes (2016) and Tait (2016) both agree that teachers’ knowledge, skills, abilities and enthusiasm are crucial to determine success in the children they teach, by shaping how children will contribute to their community as adults. Through my bridging experience, I now understand that not all children imitate behaviours the same way; there are other factors that influence the way a child behaves. According to My Local School (2019) 90.8% of pupils were minority ethnic backgrounds. As well as this, Estyn (2016) reported that 32% had ‘Additional Learning Needs’ (above national average) which shows the range of religions, beliefs and characteristics which can affect behaviour. However, I still believe that without education children may not receive the specific attention they require, to progress as individuals. The Welsh Government (Foundation Phase Framework, 2015) says that practitioners should understand how children develop in their own way and plan a curriculum that suits the needs of the child. It was clear during bridging, that some individuals received particular care and attention and did certain things a different way; the individuals needs were the centre of my placement school’s teaching. One of the school aims being; to involve pupils in the learning process, rather than them being a product of the learning. All different needs were considered but children were still treated equally, reflecting their motto “All different, All equal” (Placement School, 08/02/2020). The UNCRC (1989) states that every child has a right to education, which should develop children’s personalities, talents and abilities to their full potential. Therefore, teachers have a responsibility to ensure they prepare children to succeed in their futures by inspiring and supporting them. On the other hand, Vygotsky (quoted in McLeod, 2018) would argue that social interaction precedes development and that community is central to make meaning. 
The environment is key to develop social skills and I believe that children engaging with different environments, develops their social skills best. Pritchard (2009) believed that provision should be made in teaching to ensure social interactions are included in a variety of ways, so that learning opportunities are not missed. My placement school used a range of learning environments, including indoor and outdoor but always gave the children choices. This worked well because the activities were chosen by the teacher, but children were able to make choices on which way they participated. This also reflects the ‘Montessori Method’ (as quoted by David, 2016), which proposed that children should educate themselves to develop real life skills but having choices will prepare them to become independent. Montessori believed that teachers should prepare a well organised and appropriate learning environment; including only things they want the children to experience. In contrast to this, Rousseau (Essays UK, 2018) and Garvey (1990) believed that play is the best method for young children to learn because it involves diverse and natural experiences, rather than being teacher-led. Personally, I believe that children can learn in any environment, although play influences their language and social interactions, because they share ideas and concepts with peers which sometimes can be more powerful. However, Garvey (1990) says that play can vary depending on the child’s community differences in terms of their attitudes, values and child-rearing practices. I believe it is important that children explore other cultures and values to understand the differences within their community. Another school aim is that children are aware and respectful of other cultures and communities, but still have a strong sense of their own cultural identity (Placement School, accessed 05/02/2020). This shows that the learning environment includes the local community which is also a major influence. According to Rogoff (2003) children participate in the cultural activities that surround them with guidance from parents, so they are learning skills and practices of the community they engage with. In saying this, diversity should be considered and celebrated equally in a classroom environment. Walker (1994) proposed that people feel most valued when their individual and group differences have been considered and the key to becoming fully empowered is to learn from people that are regarded as different (quoted in Thompson, 2011). However, Price (2017) argues that parents are children’s first educators and it is their actions that guide how children make sense of the world and develop life skills. 
Lastly, I would agree that the home is indeed, where a child first learns. However, I feel that the collaboration of parents and teachers would make a significant impact on the learning and preparation for children’s future lives. Whalley (2001) research shows that young children are happier when educators work with parents and they achieve more, therefore parents’ involvement is a key feature of a high-quality provision. Vygotsky (quoted in McLeod, 2019) proposed a theory ‘Zone of Proximal Development’ (ZPD): the difference between what a child could achieve alone compared to what they achieve with guidance from a skilled individual. He believed that their ‘ZPD’ would be greater with guidance from an individual who is most sensitive to the child’s developmental needs (quoted in Shute and Slee, 2015). Consequently, I feel that parents are the most sensitive to their own children and Whalley (2001) research supports this, saying that parents had a passionate commitment and deep insight to their children; helping professionals understand essential information. My placement school supports the parent-teacher partnership and involves them in as much as possible. When children choose a topic to learn about, they send letters home for ideas/resources that parents could contribute, as well as supporting parents to learn the English language. Estyn (2016) reported that there were 22 different languages in the school, so this is extremely helpful for parents. The involvement of parents, ensures that all the child’s best influencers are involved to create the best atmosphere for them. Supporting this, Malaguzzi (quoted in Achtner (1994) proposed the ‘Reggio Emilia’ approach which was a student-centred pedagogy relying on a home/school relationship, involving partnership between teachers, parents and communities. These all influence children and it is crucial that they are all involved to ensure the child has the best learning experiences.
Ultimately, my personal beliefs and experiences will also impact my own development as a teacher and help me towards achieving ‘QTS’ and the EWC’s code of conduct and practice. There are five essential elements to achieve ‘QTS’ (see appendix A) as well as overarching values and dispositions. There are also five key principles proposed by the EWC (2019):
· Personal and Professional Responsibility
· Professional Integrity 
· Collaborative Working 
· Professional Knowledge and Understanding 
· Professional Learning.
In terms of the standards set as well as my current beliefs, I will certainly focus on the collaboration element; involving all children’s best influencers within their local community. O’Keefe (2011) believes the answer to real education is the connections within the community and that young people enjoy school and achieve more, when there is a school/community partnership. 
However, I am at the beginning of my professional learning journey and I will grasp all my future experiences of good practice; to ensure I become more innovative and create the best pedagogy for the children. I aim to create an enriching environment with children at the heart of my teaching, for them to develop real life skills and become the best version of themselves. This supports Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory (see appendix B) who proposed five levels of external influence, where the child is placed at the centre of all the ecological systems (Psychology Notes HQ, 2019).
Therefore, these are targets I will strive to achieve moving forward, so that I can also become the best version of myself and pursue my goal to become a good professional teacher.
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