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Explore and evaluate the use of body-worn cameras in evidence-based policing.
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The implementation of modern technology in the field of policing is necessary for solving and preventing crime, as well as discouraging criminal behaviour. In recent years, body-worn cameras (BWC), or body-worn video (BWV) have become an increasingly important tool for use in police enforcement practices. BWCs are equipped with the technology necessary to record video, audio, and photographic evidence of law enforcement officers while they are on duty. This competence is essential to improving strategies for obtaining evidence and processing it, as well as promoting transparency, accountability, and public trust in the police department. In evidence-based policing (EBP), the use of BWC is a critical component and the purpose of this essay is to investigate and evaluate the usefulness of BWCs from a variety of viewpoints. The implementation of BWCs within the UK’s police force is a significant step towards improved openness, accountability, and evidence-based policing practices. The utilisation of this technology does come with a particular set of problems; nevertheless, the advantages greatly outweigh the disadvantages. BWCs have the potential to work as a tool for the prevention and deterrence of criminal activity as well as the enhancement of public trust in the police service by offering a clear image of police actions and interactions with the public. First, the idea of evidence-based policing will be investigated, followed by an examination of the benefits and drawbacks of utilising BWC in police, particularly in the UK. This essay will assess the impact that BWCs have had on the prevention of crime, their role in the response to crime, and their influence on public perceptions of the police as well as public confidence in the police. In addition to this, the essay will discuss the difficulties associated with implementing BWCs in UK policing and the potential influence that these issues may have on public perception of the police service. 
	Police officers film events, and interactions with other people using BWCs. It has been suggested that the utilisation of BWCs can assist in the development of a better and more organised system for the collection and processing of evidence (Goodall, 2016; Pettersson, 2019, White, 2018). The usage of BWCs can reportedly provide an objective record of events, lessen the potential for disputes and complaints, and boost the efficiency of investigations, as stated by a report published by the UK Government (UK Government, 2019). In addition, it has been demonstrated that the use of force by police officers can be decreased while at the same time, an increase in the number of arrests made is possible when using BWCs. (Ariel, Farrar, and Sutherland, 2016; Lum et al., 2019). A study in 2016 conducted by Ariel, Farrar, and Sutherland found that the implementation of BWCs in the London Metropolitan Police Force led to a reduction of 33% in the number of complaints against officers and a 26% reduction in the use of force by officers. According to the findings of the study, the presence of BWCs also decreased the risk of police officers being assaulted and cases of public disorder occurring. Similarly, a study by Lum et al. (2019) discovered that the use of BWCs in a randomised controlled trial within the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department resulted in a 36% reduction in the number of complaints against officers, a 30% reduction in incidents of use of force, and a 25% reduction in the number of citizen complaints. Additionally, the researchers found that the utilisation of BWCs was related to an increase in the number of individuals who were apprehended by the police.
	Evidence-based policing (EBP) is a method that incorporates both empirical research and scientific theories into the policies, procedures, and practices of the police force. According to Schmidt (2017) and Stowell et al. (2017), the purpose of evidence-based policing is to “identify successful interventions and test new initiatives to improve law enforcement efficiency while simultaneously reducing crime, enhancing public safety, and promoting community policing partnerships”. Evidence-based policing places an emphasis on using the data that is available to find effective interventions and test new ideas in order to increase the effectiveness of policing. According to Sherman and Weisburd (1995), the process of evidence-based policing consists of gathering and analysing data on crime trends, putting innovative policing techniques to the test, and assessing the efficacy of initiatives. In recent years, the use of evidence-based policing practices in the UK policing system has become increasingly popular, with several police departments in the UK taking advantage of the newest technological breakthroughs in order to adopt it. Since its debut in 2016, for instance, BWCs have been used by police forces in the UK as part of evidence-based policing to promote openness and accountability in the field of policing (Metropolitan Police, 2016). Another method of evidence-based policing that is used is problem-orientated policing (POP). This approach encourages police forces to concentrate on the fundamental factors that lead to criminal behaviour and put preventative measures into practice (Sampson and Sandy, 2014). According to Marshall (2018), local police forces should be encouraged to build relationships with the communities they serve as well as other organisations in order to develop and implement initiatives to reduce crime. The widespread support for the use of BWCs in evidence-based policing among policymakers, law enforcement agencies and researchers can be attributed to the fact that the cameras promote accountability and openness, which ultimately results in higher-quality evidence being collected during investigations. BWCs offer a record free from all bias of all contacts that take place between members of the public and police officers, which helps to reduce the likelihood of conflict and complaints. Nemeth et al. (2018) and White et al. (2019) found that the use of BWCs can improve the efficiency of investigations, lower the number of pretrial motions, and increase the degree to which citizens are satisfied with the services provided by the police. BWCs have developed as a novel solution for evidence-based policing as they make it possible to collect high-quality data that can be used to analyse, review, and evaluate the efficacy of policing practices. BWCs can generate useful information for evidence-based policing practices through the collection of data. For instance, footage from BWCs might be analysed to look for trends and offer possible solutions to issues such as excessive use of force, or ‘police brutality’. In addition to this, BWCs have the potential to foster collaborations between the police and the communities they serve. BWCs provide an open picture of law enforcement activities to civilians by sharing footage with them, which in turn increases citizens’ faith in the police. In general, the utilisation of BWCs in evidence-based policing practices is congruent with the scientific approach of data collection and examination to improve practices The benefits of the cameras extend far beyond the reduction of criminal activity and the improvement of public safety. It could be said that it is essential to incorporate BWCs into evidence-based policing to develop policing practices.
	The use of BWCs in evidence-based policing may have some potential benefits, nonetheless, there have been some concerns raised regarding the influence they may have on the behaviour of police officers and the privacy of the public. One of the main concerns is that the deployment of BWCs could lead to a loss in proactive policing since officers can become overly cautious or avoid encounters with the public as a result. However, research conducted by Lum et al. (2019) suggests that the use of BWCs does not have an impact on the behaviour of police officers or the number of arrests that are made. Privacy regulations demand that individuals captured on BWC footage be protected, and protocols must be in place to guarantee that footage is only used for the purpose for which it is intended and that it is stored securely with restricted access available only to authorised personnel. According to Radley et al. (2019) and StopWatch (2016), policymakers and police departments need to collaborate on the establishment of guidelines to prevent the misuse of BWCs to conduct unauthorised surveillance of the public. The expense of adoption is one of the most significant obstacles that must be overcome to integrate BWCs into the police system in the UK. According to reports, the process of establishing BWCs in a police department can be an expensive endeavour. Ongoing maintenance expenses for data storage, management, and employee training can further drive up these costs (National Institute of Justice, 2014). Despite all the obstacles, BWCs show potential for boosting public confidence in the police as well as increasing openness and accountability in the department. Studies conducted by McMagnus et al. (2016) and the UK Government (2019), the vast majority of people in the general public are in favour of the police using BWCs since this improves their trust in police and decreases the perception that the police are biased or corrupt. It is vital, however, to address concerns regarding privacy and explain the principles and processes for the use of BWCs to ensure that their use in UK policing practice is both responsible and successful.
	BWCs are an efficient method for obtaining evidence in criminal investigations. They provide a picture that is completer and more accurate of the events that took place, particularly situations involving police-public contact, the use of force, and assault cases. Genter et al. (2018) found in a study, that the use of BWCs was associated with fewer instances of use-of-force events and fewer complaints in policing. According to the findings of a study conducted by the Office of Justice Programmes, BWCs have the potential to be useful in enhancing the collection of evidence and indicating accountability during legal procedures (White et al., 2019). It is imperative that the public have faith in the policing system to maintain both safety and law and order. BWCs have the potential to improve public trust in the police force as well as boost transparency and accountability within the agency. A study conducted by the University of Manchester found that most people in the public are in favour of the usage of BWCs (McMagnus, 2016). 
	In conclusion, the application of BWCs has evolved into an essential component of modern-day policing in the United Kingdom. BWCs provide several benefits to the police force, including enhanced methods for the collection and processing of evidence, as well as increased confidence in the police force by the public. In order to tackle the issues surrounding privacy with the utilisation of BWCs, the goal must be supported by programmes that try to foster conversations with stakeholders on the privacy issues that come along with the use of BWCs. In addition, BWC programmes should be subject to rigorous testing on a regular basis in order to evaluate the costs and advantages of using them to justify their continued use (Budd, 2018). Therefore, even though BWCs have the potential to significantly revolutionise current policing practices, it will be necessary to develop and put into practice efficient policies and procedures to guarantee their successful and responsible integration. As a result of the continuous collaboration between policymakers and stakeholders, the implementation of evidence-based policing practices will be made easier. In turn, this will lead to a society that is safer and more equitable for individuals. 
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