2.1 

The Domesday Book is Britain’s oldest public record of property ownership in England; ordered by William the Conqueror in 1085, the Domesday Book is a survey of English landholdings and resources, along with their valuations, conducted within one year in the 11th Century. It contains details on who held various lands at the time, what amount of taxes that individual owed the King and whether they could pay any more. According to the National Archives website, the Domesday Book has been used as a historical source since the 16th Century and to this day, more than 90% of the places mentioned in the Domesday Book are still in existence; medieval towns and villages becoming modern day communities. Considering that the only comparable sources are 19th Century censuses, it is clear why the Domesday Book is so significant. To compile the Bibliography, I made use of the National Archives website, and the UWTSD online Library and wider internet searches to find useful sources, gather pertinent information and to confirm their references.
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