Assignment 8
M Leather - Level 4
The Colonial Project and the Humanities (HPH4006)

The Lands of South Africa and Colonialisation
Introduction
The Union of International Associations, (UIA), state that colonialism, in its recognised form of “the establishment and maintenance, for an extended time, of rule over a people that is separate from and subordinate to the ruling power”[footnoteRef:1], is a thing of the past and current issues globally are a result of other issues borne out of the initial colonisation. As you can see from Figure 1, UIA’s own visual interpretation of the issues stem from and are connected to the core. This essay will seek to explain that their view is not the case and in fact, Colonialism, in whatever title you want to give it, is alive and well and hopefully entering its latter stages of application through development and modernisation and the issues that raises. As an area to focus on, the essay will look at historical land occupation and the subsequent reclamation that is currently an issue in South Africa and is, but only in part, responsible for the upheaval that is the county’s present predicament. [1:  Union Of International Associations http://encyclopedia.uia.org/en/problem/132691 accessed 4th Feb 2023] 

[image: ]
Figure 1. UIA’s Experimental visualization of narrower problems
South Africa’s Colonialism 	
It is accepted by historians everywhere that Colonisation started with Columbus’s voyage of 1492, The colonisation of South Africa emerged much later with the arrival of the Dutch East India Company in 1652 to set up a ‘refreshment station’ to service the needs of their fleet heading for East Asia at the time.[footnoteRef:2] Britain became involved later in the occupation of The Cape in South Africa in as a result of wars in Europe with France, with the beginning of the Napoleonic Wars and a need to protect the trade routes to Asia. They first occupied it in 1806. After some toing and froing with the Dutch, the end of the Napoleonic wars in 1820 saw an influx of settlers arrive in South Africa and these were given parcels of land on which to settle.[footnoteRef:3] The numerical expansion of these settlers led to the need for more land and labour with which to build towns and farm the land as most settlers were of artisan trades and not natural farmers. This led to internal slavery as well as the seizing of land, achieved by British Military intervention, forcing the indigenous people out[footnoteRef:4]. The Great Trek between 1835 and 1870 by the Dutch pushed the frontiers further north and east as they sought to not only distance themselves from the British’s decision to abolish slavery completely, and release the 35,000 that were still ‘incarcerated’,[footnoteRef:5] but more as an escape from the long period of land seizures and colonial labour raids. [2:  South African History On Line  https://www.sahistory.org.za/article/dutch-east-india-company-deicvoc ,   
Produced 30th Mar 2011, updated 27th Aug 2019, accessed 4th Feb 2023]  [3:  South African History On Line https://www.sahistory.org.za/dated-event/first-1820-british-settlers-arrive-south-africa Produced 16th Mar 2011, updated 6th Sep 2022, accessed 4th Feb 2023]  [4:   Britannica.com, South Africa, History,  https://www.britannica.com/place/South-Africa/British-occupation-of-the-Cape accessed 4th Feb 2023 ]  [5:  Adrian Greaves, The Tribe that Washed its Spears: The Zulus at War. 2013 Barnsley: Pen & Sword Military. pp. 36–55.] 

Civil Wars between indigenous people, Afrikaans and the British continued unabated for many years and in many forms including the Delagoa Bay Slave Trade, the Great Trek and the South African War, all too in depth to cover the fine detail, but sufficient to say that there was a constant moving and re-distribution of territories during this period.  Both British and Afrikaans had their own opposing political leaders in Alfred Milner, (British), and Paul Kruger, (Afrikaans President) vying for power and control. The British High Commissioner Milner moved his headquarters from Cape Town to Pretoria which effectively indicated the British dominance and the centrality of the Transvaal and promoting his vision of a country politically dominated by English speaking whites; this failed.[footnoteRef:6] Even the ensuing Treaty of Vereeniging[footnoteRef:7] following the South African war failed to deliver promises of returning land back to the defeated Boers. [6:  Britannia.com ibid]  [7: South Africa History On Line https://www.sahistory.org.za/archive/peace-treaty-vereeniging-original-document Produced 10th Nov 2011, updated 26th June 2019, Accessed 6th Feb 2023] 

False Dawn
The discovery of Gold and Diamonds in the South African economy brought about a resurgence in South Africa that led to the development of the mining industry around Kimberley and a sequence of imperial interventions by Britain. Although even this brought about land disputes over the diamond zone between the different factions as to ownership. Progress eventually brought about the Union of South Africa in 1910 by a constitutional convention, resulting in independence, instigated by the four colonies of Orange Free State, Cape, Natal and Transvaal. This gave them sovereignty over their domestic affairs with Britain dealing with the wider world relations.[footnoteRef:8] However, this did lead also to segregation of the blacks and Afrikaans, giving priority to the minority settlers over the majority blacks which was compounded by blacks living in any of the four territories being excluded from any political involvement.[footnoteRef:9] In the first 20 years of this union, mainly under the leadership of J. M. B. Hertzog, new legislation provided racial separation in all aspects of the economy including territorial, administrative and residential issues; the black South Africans were now forced to live on designated reservations which later became known as Bantustans in 1959.  [8:  Office of the Historian  https://history.state.gov/countries/south-africa accessed 8th Feb 2023 ]  [9:  Britannia.com ibid] 

The Black Land Act, which came into force 19 June 1913 under Hertzog stated it; 
“..legally established the idea that Black South Africans did not belong in much of South Africa, and later legislation and policies were built around this law. In 1959, these reserves were converted to Bantustans, and in 1976, four of them were actually declared "independent" states within South Africa, a move that stripped those born in those four territories of their South African citizenship., Black South Africans were no longer be able to own, or even rent, land outside of designated reserves”[footnoteRef:10]  [10: Alistair Boddy-Evans, Pre-Apartheid Era Laws: Natives (or Black) Land Act No. 27 of 1913, Thought co. https://www.thoughtco.com/pre-apartheid-era-laws-43472, updated 13th Sept 2020, accessed 8th Feb 2023.] 

[image: ]
Fig 2. Map showing the Bantustans in South Africa[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Thought co. https://www.thoughtco.com/pre-apartheid-era-laws-43472 accessed 8th Feb 2023] 

Colonialism Hands The Baton To Apartheid
The Hertzog government achieved a major goal in 1931 when the British Parliament passed the Statute of Westminster[footnoteRef:12], which removed the last vestiges of British legal authority over South Africa, amongst other nations, however it was still tied as a member of the commonwealth, (colonialism in a different form!). Three years later, in 1934 the South African Parliament secured that decision by enacting the Status of the Union Act, which declared the country to be “a sovereign independent state.”[footnoteRef:13] This seemed to unleash apartheid with the suppression of the black community by the dominant whites with numerous legislation including the Bantu Amendment Act which allowed the eviction of Blacks from any townships or white farming land at any time.[footnoteRef:14] and the 1953 Bantu Education Act which ensured that blacks would only ever aspire to unskilled and manual labour jobs.[footnoteRef:15] There was still white dominance but now it came from within, rather than from a sovereign state.  There were many laws that were passed during this period. As well as the two aforementioned Acts, there were others under the title of the Group Areas Act 1950.[footnoteRef:16] [12: British Government. https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1931/4/pdfs/ukpga_19310004_en.pdf Accessed 6th Feb 2023]  [13:  Britannia.com ibid]  [14:  Padraig O’Malley, The Heart of Hope, https://omalley.nelsonmandela.org/index.php/site/q/03lv01538/04lv01828/05lv01829/06lv01917.htm accessed 6th Feb 2023 ]  [15:  South Africa; Overcoming Apartheid, Building Democracy, https://overcomingapartheid.msu.edu/sidebar.php?kid=163-581-2  Accessed 6th Feb 2023]  [16:  Helen Suzman, Apartheid Key Legislation In The Formation Of Apartheid,  https://www.cortland.edu/cgis/suzman/apartheid.html Accessed 9th Feb 2023] 

As a result of the USA and Britain abandoning the gold standard in the early 1930’s, South Africa or more correctly, the white Farmers, prospered and new industries emerged resulting in South Africans of all denomination moving to the urban areas. The standard of living for only the whites improved although Hertzog did add some land to allow expansion of the reserves.[footnoteRef:17]. The effect of the second world war was one of mixed economic fortunes as the poor wages and inflation led to continuing protests at the end of it. However, it also led to rapidly expanding manufacturing and services which opened the door for an increase in the flow of black labour into the towns resulting in the setting up of squatter camps and shelters.[footnoteRef:18] This resulted in the Government at the time easing the apartheid rules and relaxing the pass laws[footnoteRef:19] that restricted the right of blacks to work in white areas. [17:  Britannia.com ibid]  [18:  Britannia.com ibid]  [19:  Suzman ibid] 

Modernisation
Up until the end of apartheid, almost nine tenths of the land in South Africa belonged to the whites and included the bulk of the mineral finds and the best farming land. In contrast, the condition of the land on the reserves was becoming progressively worse.[footnoteRef:20] The freeing and subsequent election of Nelson Mandela brought an end to apartheid on paper, the repealing of the Bantu Laws and the formation of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, (TRC), brought in after his election in 1994 to deal with what happened under apartheid through 3 distinct committees, amnesty, reparation and rehabilitation and human rights violations and to bolster its credence the leadership of it was given to Bishop Desmond Tutu.[footnoteRef:21] Although why the police officers who murdered Stephen Biko went through the TRC seeking amnesty for human rights violations in 1997[footnoteRef:22] instead of straight to trial is reflective of the ineffectiveness of South Africa’s systems. To date the TRC has been going now for nearly 30 years and reaction to it is mixed. The whites see it’s focus as targeting them and the blacks consider it a charade that allows people guilty of crimes during apartheid, to go free. And who can blame then when the former president and prominent politician during apartheid, P. W. Botha is found guilty and fined $10,000 Rand with a suspended sentence that is overturned on appeal. [20:  Britannia.com ibid]  [21:   The Apartheid Museum, https://www.apartheidmuseum.org/exhibitions/the-truth-and-reconciliation-commission-trc accessed 9th Feb 2023]  [22: South Africa History On Line,  https://www.sahistory.org.za/dated-event/apartheid-police-officers-admit-killing-biko-trc Accessed 6th Feb 2023] 

Conclusion
That land reclamation in South Africa is an issue is not contested but it most certainly is not the solution to the problems in South Africa that inevitably erupt in violence. You can concur with the UIA that there is a vague connection to the distribution of land that goes back to the original colonisation, but as their visual example shows, the bigger the circle gets, the more diverse the issues will multiply into. If UIA was to add another circle, the issues would multiply further and narrow the individual focus on narrower fields. Please also note that the UIA is an NGO research centre based in Brussels, (Eurocentrism?), that does not offer solutions and only focuses on what the problems are, which critically achieves nothing by its existence but a source of opiniated information.
When Pam Christie states that “…an awareness that the earth needed to be considered in its own terms beyond human exploitation.”[footnoteRef:23]. She is referring to a more utopian overview in which the population of South Africa stop looking at themselves in terms of the 4 categories that the TRC and James L. Gibson[footnoteRef:24] refer to in trying to re-distribute or compensate persons / institutions / businesses in respect of the land, but more in terms of just South Africans regardless of their origin and concentrate on their place of birth. Generations earlier, the population could reflect on their origins but now, so many generations have passed that these origins should no longer be an issue. None of these categories should look at the land grabs decades, even centuries earlier; it cannot be resolved!! The simple fact that development and infrastructure that has arisen since then negates the return of the land added to which it has legally passed between several hands since its initial acquisition that no court could fairly ignore the rights of the present owners against those of the historical ones. Monetary compensation would also have similar issues in valuing a piece of the Transvaal that now has factories, housing and infrastructure on it in regards to whether it should be the historical or present-day values applied. [23:  Pam Christie, De-colonising Schools In South Africa: The Impossible Dream, 2020, Routledge Francis and Taylor Group, Ch 10 p3.]  [24:  James L Gibson, Overcoming Historical Injustices, Land Reconciliation in South Africa, Appendix A, p219, Cambridge University Press, 2009] 

Van Rooyen gives a grim oversight of the state of South Africa in chapter 4 of his book[footnoteRef:25], a few of the statistics I have used below: [25:  Johann Van Rooyen, The New Great Trek; The Story Of South Africa’s White Exodus, Chapter 4, Unisa Press, 2000. 
] 

· Non -political deaths in the 90’s in South Africa				300,000
· Political Deaths for the same period					  23,000
· Deaths from the conflict between ANC – IFP in KwaZulu-Natal unrest	  20,000

These statistics correlate to 65 innocent people a day. This is the 3rd highest in the world beaten only by Columbia and Russia. In 1998, 49,000 rapes were reported bearing in mind that not all rapes are reported. In South Africa, Rooyen reflects that this could be as high as 1 in 20 making the tally 1.2 million!
You only have to read Johann Van Rooyen’s book, in particularly the chapter on crime, (the statistics above were taken from there), to see that the Land issue is just an ingredient in the South African stew pot that has boiled over with no one is putting out the flames!!
The land injustice issues in South Africa are part of a bigger issue and that is one of “Transitional Justice”. Gibson 2009[footnoteRef:26] argues that a new field of research is emerging where researchers are looking into the effects of legal outcomes that are shaping “socio-legal preferences and behaviour and ultimately political institutions and transitions,” The resultant perception of the people to see the institutions and processes as fairer than the old ones is key to the future transitions. How the land issue is dealt with rather than who ultimately gets the land is of higher importance.  The Graph below taken from Gibson supports the notion that the land reclamation is not the cure South Africa is looking for, just one of the issues seeking fair justice. [26:  Gibson, Overcoming Historical Injustices, (2009) ibid p2] 
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Fig 3. The Perceived Importance Of Various Social Problems in South Africa, 2004[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Gibson, Overcoming Historical Injustices, (2009) ibid p35] 

 The Land Reclamation in South Africa is a plaster over the wound of the real problem, one of parity. The different factions of South Africa don’t want the land; they want a system that would allow them EQUAL opportunity to have the land. Parity in access to Education, jobs etc. A Government in South Africa that could achieve this internally without external influences in its execution would be moving in the right direction.
The land that is disputed is the same pieces of land that are disputed the world over and that land is still there years after the people have departed, sometimes it has arbitrary lines drawn on an illustration of it, its name changes but it remains largely unchanged. At best it is only borrowed. These people along with many others worldwide need to focus on this approach and it might, just might lead to some sense being brought to the party because the current approach is not working. Gibson’s[footnoteRef:28] concluding remarks and his reference to one of his sources supports the futility of it all. Bearing in mind that Gibson’s book on land reclamation is the third one in his series of “Overcoming Historical Injustices”. [28:  Gibson Overcoming Historical Injustices, (2009),  ibid p218] 
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