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This essay will discuss the aspects of how we remember such as social, historical and political aspects of commemoration. The definition of remembrance, according the Oxford Dictionary (2017), is “the action of remembering something” or “the action of remembering the dead.” The way of remembering something can be shown through many actions. Some examples of those actions can be creating pieces to remember those lost, the gathering of people to commemorate as one, through sculpture/monument, or recording and teaching of what happened in the past through history and education. The examples of commemoration that will be discussed will be Poppies for Remembrance Day, The Aids Memorial Quilt and the Rhodes statue in the Oriel College in Oxford. While discussing these examples, the social, historical and political agendas around these examples will also be discussed.
During present times, one way of commemoration is shown through ‘Remembrance Sunday’ and the symbolism of the red poppy. According to the Royal British Legion (2017), the symbol of a red poppy to commemorate the fallen of World War One was sparked by the actions of Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, when he used the inspiration of Red Poppies growing in a field of Previous battle history to write his well-known poem, “In Flanders Field.” The British Legion website mentions that he had lost a friend, so the poppies he saw and grief he felt brought forward the inspiration for his writing. An example of a way to commemorate someone who has been lost. Continuing from the British Legion history, it had begun in 1921 after red silk poppies had been brought to England by a French and the British legion bought 9 million of them. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The poppy is a symbolic way of remembering those who have fallen and hope for the ones who have been left behind for the future. The British Legion website also clearly states that the red poppy is not symbolic to death or coloured red to reflect the colour of blood, it is red due to the colour of wild poppies. There is not only a red poppy as a symbol of remembrance, there is also a white poppy. There is much debate on whether wearing a white poppy is challenges the symbolic meaning of wearing a red poppy. The Peace Pledge Union (N/A) signifies that the white poppy is a symbol of remembrance not just for the British victims of World War One, but all victims of any war or tragic event. It is a symbol of peace, which some people choose to wear with the red poppy and others wear the white poppy instead. Although many supporters of the red poppy dislike the white poppy being worn instead of the red poppy. Remembrance Sunday, according to the Royal British Legion (2017), is a public calendar day in which people gather to commemorate those who had lost their lives during World War One. People who have gathered commemorate by holding a 2-minute silence in memory of the ones who have lost their lives to grant us our freedom in return. It is a way for people to grieve, remember and most importantly honour these people.
A social example of remembrance can be shown through the NAMES project Aids Memorial Quilt. The Aid memorial quilt was founded by Cleve Jones in 1987, who had decided to create the quilt in memorial for the large number of people who died from Aids (Fee,2006) It had begun as a small project of protestors, whom he had asked to write the names of anyone they knew who had died from the disease and all names were combined into a singular piece. The idea for the quilt came from the smaller project of names, where he had decided it needed to become something lasting and memorable. The quilt consists of panels that are 3x6 feet and there are over 46,000 individual panels that were created over the years of the project.
The quilt brings many people together to create something beautiful for those who have been lost. It is a form of comfort for the ones creating the panels and the ones who go to view the piece. Even though the quilt as a piece is permanent, but the placement and size of the quilt are not as it will be relocated constantly and added to which will increase its size, meaning and memorial to others who will grieve in the future. According to Lateef (2017), the politics of this quilt is involved within its history. Jones had been involved with the candlelight march, that commemorated the lives of Harvey Milk and George Moscone, who were San Francisco’s supervisor and mayor, in that order. Milk and Moscone were assassinated due to their homosexuality. During the march’s preparations, Jones had heard of the statistics of how many people had died from aids and was shocked by the number. In reaction to hearing this information Jones had decided to incorporate a memorial to the lives lost by the disease into the annual march. This is where the Names project had started, which later sparked the inspiration for the Aids Memorial quilt. The social aspects of the quilt revolve around the community effort to create the piece for the themselves to grieve and to allow the message about the disease is spread and how many people have been affected. The message spread about how it is not just the victims that are affected but also the families of the victims too. They had created art of a vibrant and colourful nature, in order not to forget the awful tragedy of losing their loved ones.
An example of a memorial piece surrounded by political and social issues, is that of Cecil Rhodes’ statue located on the Rhodes building at the Oriel College in Oxford. The history behind the statue is the Cecil John Rhodes had left a lump sum of money to the Oriel College in Oxford after he had passed away in 1902. The fact that he had left this money is not what causes a political and social issue with the statue, but the history of the man, Rhodes, the statue depicts is what causes uproar with many people today.
Cecil John Rhodes had moved to South Africa in 1870, where he ran a cotton plantation with his brother to then later expand into diamond fields. (Peel and Peel,2017) Rhodes had studied at Oxford university between trips back and forth the South Africa and eventually had finished his degree., before returning to Cape Colony, South Africa and joined the parliament there. Once Rhodes had climbed to the position of Prime Minister of the Colony, he was responsible for many things, where his decision ultimately led to a decrease in African votes. Later there were plans to overthrow the government in which he supported due to his support against discrimination of the British within the Colony. The raid had turned out unsuccessful and his support for the overthrow campaign had back fired on him. The House of Commons found him guilty of violating his duties as Prime Minister of the colony and was sent to prison after involuntarily resigning from his position.
Due to the controversial actions of Rhodes during his time in South Africa, people of today’s society find the Rhodes statue in Oxford unneeded to remember him. Usually bronze statues are used to resemble power and wealth. According to BetzArt Foundry (2017), Bronze sculptures normally depicts people of historical importance, or political and religious figures. Bronze sculptures can also be used to depicts events that have happened and to commemorate them. Since bronze statues are usually located in significant places to the figures history, it would explain why Rhodes’ statue is in Oxford as he had gained his degree there. 
There is a debate on whether the Rhodes statue should be removed as the views and opinions of Rhodes do not apply to how people think today and having the statue can be a reminder of what his views were and what he had done, which is undermining to certain groups of people now. On the other hand, the statue is a reminder of the historical aspects of society and it was a situation that shaped part of history. The social impact of the statue is that it reminds people of a bad part of history that was created by Rhodes.
There are significant differences between the ways you can remember, creating a comparison between the examples, there are differences between the Aids Memorial Quilt and the Rhodes Statue. The Rhodes statue has a permanent status within the ground of the Oriel College grounds, but the Aids memorial quilt is a moving memorial for thousands of people to be commemorated and not just one figure. The quilt is designed to travel to people rather than travel to it, just like a permanent statue such as the Rhodes statue. The Rhodes statue, being made of bronze is a piece to resemble power, whereas the Aids memorial quilt is made using traditional and loving method of quilting, which is usually linked to tradition and family aspects. The quilt is for the people and to spread a message, whereas the statue is a reminder of power, status and historical aspects. Another comparison including the symbolism of a poppy and the use of the quilt for commemoration, is that the poppy is a wearable symbol of remembering but the quilt is a form of interactive memorial. 

In conclusion to this essay, there are many ways to remember. There are more specific ways that we hold remembrance for those who have been lost such as Remembrance Day which is usually commemorated by a majority of the UK. An event that can be used to allow veterans and family of those who had been lost to grieve and find comfort, and allow the country to commemorate the entire war. The other ways to remembering are more personal and close to home remembrance such as The Aids memorial quilt, then the historical side of remembering such as the Rhodes statue. For remembrance through the quilt and Remembrance Day including wearing poppies, is a more personal way to grieve and remember anyone that had been lost close to you personally. The social aspects of commemoration are universal to most situations, as they all cover grieving, the idea to comfort those who have been left behind and to allow everyone to remember. Most remembrance has a message behind it, which is never to forget. The historical aspects of commemoration prove that we should not forget and continue to teach from events in the past to help avoid possible mistake in the future. This can be said for the political side of commemoration also, as politics can learn from the past to continue not to make the mistake of past leaders and follow in the footsteps of great leaders. Lastly, commemoration will be to continue to remember those we have lost from illness, naturally passing away or through wars, and continue to respect and honour the lost while the remaining people can grieve their losses.
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