Chapter Five – Findings and Conclusions.
5.1 Introduction
Throughout the dissertation, numerous findings have presented themselves in each section of the project and directly correlate with similar findings discovered in chapter two of the dissertation. As a result of the qualitative and quantitative data collected, prominent themes have emerged that directly correspond to findings within this dissertation.
5.1 Main Findings
Based on the findings from primary research, it is apparent from participants the general perception of terrorism is that it’s continued to evolve, the threat level has increased, and that terrorism will always exist.
5.1.1 Do social media and news platforms provide terrorist groups publicity?
Theme one, social media and news platforms provide terrorist groups publicity, 96% of participants support the opinion that these platforms enable terror groups to spread their messages across the world.
Supportive of this, Barbera (2015) notes social media provides increased exposure of members of the public to diverse political information and political views, this in turn suggests that extreme views can emerge. 
According to prior research Piazza (2021), there is an alarming association between social media and domestic terrorist events. 
It is argued that greater social media use promotes terrorist recruitment. Supportive of this, Speckhard & Ellenberg (2020) states that terrorist groups use online and social media tools to recruit and radicalise potential terrorists. Furthermore since 2008, Weimann (2015) found that terror groups often use social media platforms including Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube to spread terrorist ideology, political views, as well as recruit and radicalise individuals. 
Despite terrorist organisations being able to use Facebook for all the above, research has provided insight surrounding terrorist group tendencies to become reliant on Facebook for recruitment, Twitter for communicating their methods or strategies, and YouTube for training such as how to make explosives at home, and even combatant techniques (Conway, 2017).
5.1.2 Do members of the public stereotype ethnic minorities as a consequence of terrorism?
Theme four, 82% of participants believed members of the British public stereotype ethnic minorities as a consequence of terrorism.
As noted in a news article (     ) where the Daily mirror describes the suspect in the Christchurch attack in New Zealand as “angelic boy who grew into an evil far-right killer” in comparison to the 2016 Nightclub attack in Florida “Omar Mateen, ISIS Maniac Kills 50 in Gay Nightclub”. The evident dismissal of media outlets biasness towards the differences in ethnicities supports the theme that stereotypes, and unconscious bias play a key role in the department of a terrorist’s profile.
Supportive of this D’Orazio & Salehyan (2018) note people are more likely to assume a terror attack from an Arabic perpetrator rather than a white person.
5.1.3 Do you believe the UK’s terror threat is increasing?
Theme three, 84% of participants agreed the UK’s terror threat level is increasing. 
Supportive of this, a recent news article reports MI5 have considered raising the UK’s terror threat level due to the recent outbreak of the Israel-Hamas war. This has prompted counterterror organisations such as MI5 to predict the possibility of the UK being targeted, the UK’s threat level has been at ‘substantial’ since 2019 (Ross and Mcdonald, 2023).
The directly supports 84% of participants who answered ‘Yes’ to the UK’s terror threat increasing and can do so at any time. However, 8 participants cited the Covid-19 as a positive event for the UK’s national security as stricter rules and legalisation was in place. This enabled governments across the world such as the UK’s to have an increased level of control over the British public and how the terror threat appeared reduced.
Within the Covid pandemic and acts of terror you can find similarities which reflect on one another such as the loss of loved ones, the unpredictability of the threat, life changing experiences, mental health issues such as PTSD, and many more (Shelef et al., 2022). 
5.1.4 Will Terrorism always exist?
Theme five, 96% agreed or strongly agreed that terrorism will always exist. 
Supportive of this (Jayes, 2022) notes further research is required to directly identify root causes of terror groups and their use of violence to achieve their objectives, and that it is unlikely a one size fits all solution will be effective to combat terror tactors. Furthermore (Jayes, 2022) suggests that approaches to end terror or reduce the likelihood of terror attacks by the efforts to tailor-make plans and methods by local leaders who understand the needs of their communities and make efforts to address them with genuine intentions.
5.2 Recommendations
The risk of a surge in terrorist attacks will always require changing and update policies and national security. Specific countries and their personalised policies may not be effective if terror groups are using the same social media platforms and methods worldwide. With that being said, the sharing of intelligence against terrorism and the adaptation of the most effective systems to combat terrorism can assist to prevent, deter, and detect future attacks. In Continents sharing similar policies such as the African Union (AU) and the European Union (EU), legal policies can be considered worthwhile. 
5.3 Conclusion
In conclusion, it is clear that terrorist groups will continue to seek retribution towards those they feel are against them whether it be beliefs, political agendas, discrimination, and many more. The terror threat will continue to change in future whether it be higher or lower and that naturally creates a level of uncertainty for everyone, it is apparent that no specific group of people are ultimately safe as there often is no specific targeted group when terror attacks have occurred in the past. 
This dissertation has established key findings surrounding the issues involved within communities, countries, and governments, including the vulnerabilities of each category which contribute to the general makeup of a terrorist and the intentions they possess.
To conclude this project, the highlighting of relevant and poignant issues have been referenced and discussed throughout and occur on almost every occasion and theme. It is critical to note that there is, and always will be areas of improvement and future research that can be improved to comprehend a better understanding and in turn benefit the civilisations entirety. 
