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Executive Summary.
The purpose of this report was to assess the prime idea of recycling and to exchange views about whether it is working. Information was gathered from various reputable sources. There is also detailed and up to date UK government statics in this report. Upon the results the majority of environmentalists believe that recycling is working however it is worth noting that there was compelling arguments on what isn’t working and further action has been suggested to combat this in the future.
[bookmark: _Toc22237999][bookmark: _Toc22238089]Introduction.
Recycling has become somewhat of a heated discussion over recent years due to a considerable amount of pressure that has resulted from scientific evidence of global warming (Climate Change: Vital Signs of the Planet, 2019). As well as attaining highest importance, globally as it’s a whole planet concern. In terms of recycling there is something that they refer to as the ‘waste hierarchy’ it entails the “Three R’s” which are reduce ,reuse and recycle (Conserve Energy Future, 2019). According to the government website the waste hierarchy is the level of importance in what priority action is best for the environment. It’s top priority is in preventing waste, then when waste occurs it gives top priority to preparing it for reusing then recycling and landfill is at the bottom.  It’s fair to say that the ‘waste hierarchy’ is a crucial component in deciding the formulation of waste related regulations and policies (Guidance on applying the Waste Hierarchy, 2011).
[bookmark: _Toc22238000][bookmark: _Toc22238090]Main Findings.
[bookmark: _Hlk22241883]There are numerous benefits that occur from recycling by reusing the original product, the rubbish that would end up on the landfills would be reduced. As the population continues to grow it will become increasingly more difficult for landfills to acquire our rubbish. This will in turn cause our beautiful planet to become more polluted and also health conditions will occur. By recycling it will keep our pollution controlled and decrease the level slowly. Natural resources , that are believed to be coming to an end will also be saved due to recycling the original product. New products are extracted from raw materials such as forestry so recycling supports natural habitats. In the manufacturing, process emissions of a proportion of greenhouse gases will be reduced compared to the new product manufacturing process (Conserve Energy Future, 2019).
An article published in the guardian newspaper has a very different take on it working. The article suggests that the UK struggles to recycle all of its plastic. It highlights that the problem with it not working isn’t the fact that UK citizens do not want to recycle but more about the confusion on what can and cannot be recycled .For example meat trays and fruit punnets from a plastic that can be recycled but because it’s usually black many machines in the recycling industry won’t detect that.  Another problem that was highlighted in this article was the fact that there isn’t a market for plastic. It used to be exported to different countries and used as a cheap raw material for manufactures in places like China but that is no longer the case (Marshall, 2019).

However, according to the government UK Statistics on waste in which there is an EU target to reach by 2020 for households to be recycling 50% of its waste. In 2017 the findings had increased by 45.7% in 2017, increasing from 45.2% in 2016. England was 45.2%, compared with 46.3% in Northern Ireland, 43.5% in Scotland and 57.6% in Wales.  Landfill has also reduced. In 2016 Approximately 7.8 million tonnes went to landfills to approximately 7.4 tonnes in 2017. The provisional figures in 2017 propose that 70.2% of UK packaging waste was either recycled or recovered in comparison to 71.4% in 2016. It holds a target to recycle or recover at least 60% of packaging waste. Based on these statistic it would exceed the figures of the EU target (Fisher and Holmes, 2019).
 However although recycling has its advantages it also has disadvantages. Although it is contradicting , the fact is that recycling tonnes of rubbish will entail it being transported, cleaned and processed in different factories.  In reality more lorries on the roads picking up the recyclable products,  the more air pollution will increase (Conserve Energy Future, 2019).
Many councils across the UK like Pembrokeshire County Council are in the process of launching a new kerbside sort recycling guidelines that intend to increase the consistency of household recycling and reduce confusion for households. Also, reducing the amount of lorries on the road by putting landfill waste every 3 weeks and restricting the amount of black bag waste for a family of four to one bag per week. It is also mandatory that all households recycle (Pembrokeshire.gov.uk, 2019) .However the critics argue that this is going to have more of an impact on our environment with fly tipping become rife.  Stats in Wales government from 885 reports of fly tipping in 2006-2007 to a staggering 1,436 in 2017-2018 (Statswales.gov.wales, 2019).
Conclusion.
[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude the analysis suggest that the issues surrounding recycling are complex and it could be argued that even the experts cannot agree. However, The statistics on waste management provided by the UK government are definitive proof that landfill waste has been reduced and recycling has increased. The UK is on the right course to not only meet the EU target but to exceed this. The important changes to waste and recycling  It would be fair to say that recycling is the core element of a sustainable development and the introduction of Kerb Sort Recycling Collection Services this autumn throughout the UK suggest that some of the problems surrounding recycling may be eliminated for instance reducing confusion whilst also further educating to ensure more consistency of household recycling. It is clear that there is still a lot of work to be done.
Recommendations.
There needs to be clear guidelines across the board to reduce confusions in households on what can be recycled and what cannot. Machines in the recycling industry need to be better developed in order to move with the times and be able to detect every plastic despite colour. The transporting of recycled materials to different factories in order for them to be cleaned and processed in different factories needs to addressed in order for air pollution controlled and ideally reduced. More needs to be done in regards to fly tipping laws and enforcing them as this is just as harmful for the planet and costs tax payers a lot of money each year.
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