Gobbet of statue of the emperor Claudius
The statue of the emperor Claudius is also known as Claudius as Jupiter. There is a lot of symbolism relating to the Roman god of the sky. In this essay I will concentrate first on the oak wreath, then the eagle (with mentions of the sceptre), and then the libation dish. I’ll also conclude with an analysis of the statue as more of a whole. The two main themes of the statue that I’ll look at throughout are those of Claudius as a hero and of him as Jupiter.
To begin then, on Claudius’ head is a wreath made of oak leaves. This is also known as a civic crown or “corona civica” and they were bestowed on a person by the senate when they had saved the lives of roman citizens in battle. It was a great honour to receive one. Claudius’ statue portraying him with a civic crown would portray him as not only a warrior, since you can’t save someone in battle if you never fought; but also as a champion of the people, someone who looks out for the citizens. This all adds to an image of Claudius being heroic. Claudius (as far as I’m aware) was never awarded a civic crown, meaning the crown is symbolic alone, most likely to show him as a saviour of Rome and it’s people.
Further connotations of the wreath could be, to a lesser extent, the relation of oak to Jupiter, since oak is the sacred tree of Jupiter. But the connections of him being heroic is more likely and more important for the wreath. The statue has more blatant features that connect Claudius to Jupiter which I will now move onto.
A more prominent symbol of Jupiter is the eagle that sits by Claudius’ feet. The eagle was Jupiter’s sacred animal and was often his personal messenger in myths, they were also a symbol of Jupiter’s authority. Eagles would also be set free upon the crowning of a new emperor. This gives an impression of both the emperor having Jupiter’s approval since a symbol of his authority is present, but also that Claudius has the power and authority of Jupiter. It’s a presentation of Claudius as being Jupiter, a protector of the Roman state and an overseer of life. This gives an impression of divine authority which provides both a deterrent of rebellion and an image of strength, both of which he wanted from his propaganda since he was more a scholarly type than warrior and had also been a sickly child, both of which would have made him seem a less suitable emperor. The eagle was also a military symbol, which could provide an addition to the idea of Claudius as a hero willing to go into battle.
The sceptre in the statue’s left hand is also a symbol of Jupiter and the god’s power. The lightening bolt and sceptre were Jupiter’s two main weapons, Claudius being depicted holding them is a further depiction of him as Jupiter but also furthering the idea of his strength since the sceptre is a godly weapon and would be a sign of Claudius’ power. This furthers the theme of Claudius as Jupiter.
Portrayal of an emperor as Jupiter was not uncommon for emperors, Caesar and Augustus both portrayed themselves to be Jupiter. This doesn’t detract from the messaging of power and authority that it gives to Claudius, that others had also depicted themselves as Jupiter, but it does mean that it wouldn’t have been taken as sacrilege against the god to do so. The precedent of this made it a fairly safe, though powerful, propaganda technique. 
In the statue’s right hand is a libation dish. Such a dish would have been generally used to give sacrifices of wine or grain to the gods in ceremonies or on alters. Claudius holds the dish instead of Jupiter’s lightening bolt, and it could be symbolic of many things. One thing him holding the libation dish could symbolise is Claudius making the statue as an offering to the gods, the dish representing how the monument is in respect of the gods, especially to Jupiter since he’s being represented all over it. This take could help since the roman people thought sacrifices and monuments to the gods make the gods happy which would bring prosperity and luck to Rome. Claudius being seen to be pleasing the gods could have made the people less likely to blame him for disaster since he’d done what he could to please the gods and so if the gods’ unhappiness was the cause for the disaster then Claudius wasn’t to blame. A second possible meaning of the libation dish is Claudius paying a tribute and homage to the roman citizens. This would provide an image of wanting to provide and help the average roman as well as the wealthy. He was respectful and friends with the lower classes and military, so this would likely be something he’d want to portray in his statue. Being seen to pay homage to the citizens could boost his popularity in the lower classes. Popularity within every class can also help to deter rebellion, no one rebels against a leader that they like and seems to have their interests at heart.
Finally, the statue is in a contrapposto pose. It’s a type of idea pose which can signify power and authority, furthering the theme of power in the statue. It also has a veristic head, which signifies wisdom, as well as having the body of a young male athlete which would portray strength. This style of statue would depict Claudius as having both wisdom and strength, but as well as this it was a style of statue more popular in the republic as it went out of fashion after Augustus. Using this style of statue would give an impression of Claudius wanting to return to republic values, possibly making him a more comfortable leader for the romans since it would distance him from the image of a king. The statue also has heroic nudity which gives Claudius a heroic image, adding to the theme of heroism through the statue.
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