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ECAD6008 - Professional and Pedagogic Studies: Leading the Learning: what, how and why am I teaching?
Critically reflect on your progress in planning, preparing and teaching lessons that incorporate specific pedagogical principles. (This evidence should be taken from you Professional Learning Passport –PLP.) Identify up to three of these pedagogical principles as an area for development and justify the next steps in your development.
Targets	How you have worked on this	An example can be found on
Target 1	Ensure you aim to be critical in your writing. Aim to discuss a range of viewpoints that support or oppose your findings.		I have worked on this in my literature review 	An example can be found on pages 7 through to 11.
Target 2 	Check your referencing technique and proofread your work thoroughly		I have worked on this throughout my assignment 	Examples of this can be found in my reference list on page 



ECAD6008 Assignment: Part 1
	Professional Experience Template 1
	
Peer Assessment

	Pedagogy Standard
	Assessment for learning

	What did you do and why?

	During my PTE3 placement I used many different formats of Assessment for learning. One of the assessments of learning strategies I used in my lesson was peer assessment. In this placement I taught the whole unit of Poems to my class, within this the children had to create a mind map about COVID and had to research different types of poems and them create their poem. When creating their poems instant feedback was provided to the children about their poem and what they needed to do to improve. With the children’s second draft of their poem, they peer assessment a random poem I gave them form another child in the class. As a class we created a success criteria that they have used throughout, they would then read over the poem they were given and tick the boxes if the poem included all of the criteria.  I did this method to make sure the children are looking out for the main points in the poems. With them marking other children’s poems they now have the criteria embedded in their minds which allow them to keep thinking of the criteria. This mean when they come to complete their final draft, they will know what I am looking for and what makes a good poem. 

	What have you learned?

	From this experience I have learned that using different types of Assessment for learning will help progress the pupils and encourages them to work to their best ability when they know what a good one looks like. This experience is relevant due to me having to use it throughout my teaching practice, this method of Assessment for learning help distinguish whether or not they understand the work by getting them to mark others. This will benefit the children as it will encourage them to look out for mistakes in their work and in their peers. This experience helps me work towards my assessment standards and encourages me to use these strategies in the classroom. The outcomes of this experience were met as all of the children understood and successfully completed their poem and marking a peer’s poem. 

	What next?

	From this experience I intend to continue using peer assessment in my lessons and to use other methods of peer assessment in my lessons. From this experience I have gathered enough information to know this helps the children progress and look out for key points to include in their poems by seeing other children use them and by looking at the success criteria throughout. During my elective week I further development my learning in assessment by learning about other way of helping progress children learning. 



	Professional Experience Template 2
	
Challenge planner and Areas

	Pedagogy Standard
	Blended learning experiences


	What did you do and why?


	During my PTE 3 school, they were new curriculum based throughout the school. Due to this the school was set up to expand the children’s learning in all of the areas of learning. My involvement in the different areas for the children would consist of a challenge planner to be made every two weeks to set the children new challenges to complete. In PPA a new challenge planner was create by myself and my class teacher and the year 4 teacher. To complete the challenge planner, we would link all of the challenge to our theme ‘Back to the future’. Whilst half of the children were in their classes learning the other children will be sent to different areas each day to complete the challenges. This was done to help the children progress in the different areas of learning and help continue their learning with different challenges they would not normally get the experience to do in class. The challenges that are set for each of the areas of learning are independent based, the challenges have been crafted for the children to have minimum help and be independent learners. Due to the challenge planner the children are able to have blended learning experiences throughout their school day, the children are able to use different methods to help them complete their challenges, such as Ipads, chrome books and TOP TIPS which are provided for them on the challenge planner to help them complete that challenge.

	What have you learned?
	Throughout my time in my PTE 3 school, I have learnt many different strategies and ideas to take with me to my teaching practice. This experience is important due to it being new curriculum based throughout which has given me the experience of how school will be adapting to the new curriculum and how school will eventually be using these methods to continue the learners learning. This experience overall has helped me develop my understanding of the new curriculum and why all of the areas are important to keep working on when not in the classroom. From the children using the challenge planner in all of the areas they children all completed their challenges to the best of their ability. From this experience I have learned that they children do need continuous reminding of why they are doing it and why it is important to help motivate them. I will share this experience by discussing it with other communities and discuss how it has progressed my learning. 

	What next?
	As a result of my experience, I will take my experience to every school I work in the help the children continuation of learning and help blend their learning experiences throughout their school day. In the future I see this being adapted to every school with their own version of how they want it to look and it to be suited for the school. With my experience I am now able to communicate about the areas of learning and the blended experiences the children can benefit from. If I get the opportunity in a school to develop other ways to help build on blended experience for the children, it will benefit me to see these play out. 



	Professional Experience Template 3
	
Waterproofing

	Pedagogy Standard
	Real life authentic contexts


	What did you do and why?

	During my PTE 3 I conducted a waterproofing experiment. This experience took place due to the theme of the class. The theme was back to the future, and we were focusing on past and present. We looked into the past 3 years of covid and what became popular in this time period due to being in lockdown. We decided to make a time capsule to bury in the front of the school so the children in that in 50 years’ time will see what was popular, and what they school looked like.  For the experiment we did we looked at materials that could be used for the time capsule to see what material will work best to be buried. For the experiment we had different materials onto of cups and poured water over the top of the cups to see which material did not let water into the cup. This was done purposely to see what material we will use to bury all of the item’s in. 

	What have you learned?

	From this experience I have learnt that connecting real life events to learning encourages children to participate more and encourages them to work, to see the result. Showing that there are real life events that link to the work help show the purpose of why the children are learning. I also believe it has helped me understand why the children are learning. From using real life authentic context, it is something I have developed over my time in my PTE 3 school and have used throughout my practice to show relevance to the work they are doing. I think this aspect is important as it helps me the teacher show the children why they are learning, it also gives the children an active role in their learning. There can be implications to try and link real life authentic context to lessons as some lesson that are taught do not have anything to link to them and are just things the children need to know. 

	What next?

	From this experience I will continue to try and link my lessons to real life context to help the children relate to why they are learning about it and why it will benefit them. In my teaching I will not intend to change linking the work to authentic context as it benefits the pupils and their learning. In the future to help me link my work to real life context, I will review online materials to help me and research about the theme and to try and get the children to live the real-life context by doing experiments in class or going on school trips so they understand why we are doing it. 




	Professional Experience Template 4
	
Welsh Time

	Pedagogy Standard
	Cross-curricular themes


	What did you do and why?

	In my PTE 3 I used cross-curricular theme across my lessons as much as I could. In one of my lessons I linked the Welsh to the maths that we were focusing on. I development my Welsh understanding and the class understanding,  I did this due to the lack of Welsh being used in the class and to increase my Welsh knowledge. I linked it to the maths I was doing to have a reason for the Welsh. The children were learning about time and struggled at first but now work well on it. To push them I decided that teaching them in Welsh would benefit them and increase their Welsh for drilio. I used the same work sheets for maths as I did for the Welsh and focused on half past and o’clock in Welsh. The children really engaged well with the Welsh, and they found similarities from the words to benefit them. 

	What have you learned?

	I have learnt that this experience has overall developed mine and the children’s Welsh and has also helped increase their confidence in maths with telling the time. This experience from this lesson is important as it shows I can link to prior knowledge to a current lesson, I helps me create a better lesson by knowing their understanding and how I can help them progress. I have learnt that when listening to the children about the topic it helps them develop their knowledge as they have seen that you understand and cater to their needs.  The outcome from this lesson was successful they children now have gained an understanding in telling the time in English and Welsh. The implications for this is that in my PTE school they do not tend to use cross-curriculum links in their lessons so I have found this very hard this year. 

	What next?

	From this experience I can improve my use of cross curricular links in my lesson plans for my lessons. This is the main action I need to take to make sure I am covering everything in my lessons and writing everything that needs to be written. I intend to develop my understand further within cross-curricular and to get more knowledge to help improve my work and my understanding. I will do this by discussing with lectures and peers to understand cross-curricular better than me. 








ECAD6008 Assignment: Part 2 
In my assignment I will aim to critically reflect on my progress in planning, preparing, and teaching lessons that use specific pedagogical principles. In my writing I will discuss two out of the twelve pedagogical principles available as an area for my development to enable discussion within the principles. Welsh Government (2022) informs us that the two Pedagogical Principles I will be discussing will be ‘these are creating authentic context for learning’ and ‘employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching’. These pedagogical principles will help promote learning and different methods of teaching. My reflection for the two pedagogical principles will include a discussion of my first experience with the pedagogies, within this I will discuss my first thoughts of the principles and what my understanding of the principles were. I will discuss how I have developed the principles throughout my placements and justify the next steps of my development within the pedagogical principles, and how it has developed my understanding of the pedagogies. I have chosen these two areas of my practice to discuss, due to looking at my PTE1 placement I have progressed the furthest with these areas and have more experiences with using these pedagogies in the classroom. From my PTE3 school I have gained more knowledge on these areas which has progressed me further in my teaching. These areas have been identified due to my experience throughout my placements and how I have incorporated them throughout my lessons. My experience with using real life authentic context in the classroom is one of the areas of my practice that I have used the most in my recent placement school. Additionally, I have experienced blended learning frequently in my recent school, which has developed my knowledge on this area. 


The two Pedagogical Principles chosen to discuss have different perspectives to consider. The National Curriculum has now progressed into the new Curriculum for Wales. From the National curriculum to the new curriculum, it is clear to see the progression of each Pedagogy and the framework. Within the old Digital Competency Framework (DCF) blended learning was not a priority. The standards set for the pupils were very basic and were in place to help them use a computer and the tools on the system. The DCF framework was in place for the children to understand how a computer works. With the new curriculum in place, it now encourages and focuses on different and important aspects that are important for children to know as it will benefit them in later life. Welsh Government (2019) shows us that within the new DCF framework children are shown the importance of online behaviour, creating meaningful work, and finding new ways to improve their work creations. The blended learning experiences are explored in the new DCF, by enabling the progression of the learners and the use of technology into the children’s learning. It is also encouraging independent learning when researching and creating a piece of work. In my opinion, blended learning was not implemented enough in the old curriculum, which has influenced the new curriculum to intend for the pupils to have high-level digital skills. Welsh Government (2017) shows us that in the old curriculum blended learning was not an important factor and is now looking to develop the children’s knowledge. From reviewing the old curriculum, I believe all the lessons appear separate and catered to in class learning. Whereas the new curriculum encourages blended learning experiences throughout all lessons. Technology-based lessons are more encouraged for the children to create their work on a device and research independently. 
In the national curriculum real-life authentic context is rarely touched upon. From reviewing the old curriculum, it was evident that real-life authentic context was mainly based within foundation phase. It involved play based learning where the children were able to experience real-life authentic context through dressing up and role play. Wainwright et al informs us that the foundation phase framework supports a play-based learning approach which allows balanced activities for the children (Wainwright et al, 2020, p44). This tells us that the foundation phase framework encouraged play-based learning in the classroom. Blended learning experiences are the heart of the ethos for the foundation phase which is very much based around providing students with real-life authentic context within their everyday learning largely through the medium of play. This practical approach to providing an immersive educational experience is displayed heavily within the foundation phase but is not something modelled throughout primary education currently. The design of the new Curriculum for Wales puts more of an emphasis on less academic approaches to learning. Within the new curriculum, real-life authentic context can be seen and used throughout many different areas of learning to help progress the learning of the children. It helps the children understand why they are learning and linking the learning to their own real-life experiences. This is supported by the pedagogy principles, as Donaldson (2015) informs us that “children can see the relevance in their learning beyond the school gate.”
From my first placement to now I feel I have grown and developed my own understanding of real-life authentic context and blended learning to be able to deliver meaningful lessons. When these principles were introduced to me, I considered them difficult to understand and to achieve in my first placement. My first initial thought of blended learning before entering the classroom was the lessons needed to link with the activities in the classroom such as, role play. Throughout my three placement schools, I have observed, learnt, and adapted different methods to develop my understanding of blended learning and real-life authentic context. Within my first placement, I was in a year 2 class where I saw different varieties of role-play the children could participate in. From witnessing these forms of real-life authentic context, I continued to develop my professional understanding by continuously observing the children role play in the different areas of learning in the classroom. My understanding remained the same throughout my first placement as role play was a key aspect in the classroom and different forms of real-life authentic context was not portrayed in the class. The benefits from witnessing an aspect of authentic context showed me the independence the pupils have and how they adapt to different role play opportunities that are offered to them. This experience has taught me that providing role play opportunities for the children will develop their communication skills with their peers and their understanding of real-life scenarios they will experience, Djaguna et all supports this statement as they inform us that “role playing is a way of mastering learning materials through the development of imagination and appreciation” (Djaguna et al, 2021, p72). With this being said, the word play gives of the impression that all the children will be doing is playing and not learning. Welsh Government (2008) disagrees with my statement as they show that role playing is an active educational role supports that encourages learning throughout the ALoEs. These statements shows that role playing is beneficial to the children and both sources agree that it is needed in foundation phase. Before entering a classroom, my take on blended learning was using technology to help teach and produce work and to use different methods of teaching. Within my first placement school, I did not get to witness this pedagogy in action often. I was able to observe different teaching methods and the use of enhanced provision in the classroom to enable the children’s learning. My first placement school was still following the national curriculum which did not prioritise blended learning, Chen et al shows us that blended learning is important due to it being a more flexible and adaptive way to work (Chen et al 2007, p3). In my first placement I was unable to develop my real-life authentic context knowledge and blended learning as the opportunity did not arise, which limited my development in my first placement school.
In my second placement school I was in a year 5 class. In this class my development of real-life authentic context developed more and allowed my understanding to grow by watching the lessons and the different ways my class teacher incorporated real-life authentic context into the lesson. Once I saw my teacher use this pedagogy in his lessons, I knew this was a pedagogy that was important to the children’s learning. In my class I taught a maths lesson on conversion, this included converting kilograms to grams and litres to millilitres. I linked this experience to real-life authentic context by incorporating baking into the lesson. From my experience in this placement, my knowledge of real-life authentic context increased and allowed me to develop my understanding by teaching real-life authentic context. In year 5, real-life authentic context allows the children to independently work and allows more practical and hands on experiences for the children, unlike in foundation phase where the children mostly role play. In my second placement school blended learning was achieved in most of the topic lessons we taught as well as any other lesson my class teacher could factor it into. From this experience of using different methods of teaching that I have never seen before and that were new to the children, I saw the benefit of them trying out new ways to produce their work. From using different methods to film themselves I saw it enhanced their work ethic and end product was some of the pupil’s best work. This placement school allowed me to see the benefit of using blended learning in the classroom, it gives the opportunity for the children to express their work in a different way. Blended learning is method that is being used more regular in the classroom, Chen et al has explored that blended learning experiences motive learners due to the variety of ways the children can explore their work (Chen et al 2007, p3). Tosun argues this point due to the study that took place they found that blended learning did not improve the children’s learning due to the lack of motivation (Tosun, 2015, p646). These statements show that due to findings perceptions of blended learning are different. One statement shows that blended learning helps motivate the children, this shows us that it enables a good standard of work in the classroom, whereas Tosin argues it does not motivate children, which tells us that blended learning might not a good tool to use in the classroom. Blended learning might not suit every child, this can explain the different agreements that were found. Due to this experience in this school, my understanding and development of blended learning online with using different types of resources has grown, due to the guidance and support from the school.
In my final placement school, this is where my development across all the areas were developed. In this school I witnessed different lessons that incorporated real-life context to help the children engage more with their work. This school is where my understanding became clearer, and I found myself linking many of my lessons to real-life authentic context to show the children why we are doing it and why we are learning about the topic. When planning lessons, real-life authentic context became a natural aspect to include, due to the nature of the school. The pedagogy principle chosen to support real-life authentic context is ‘these are creating authentic context for learning’ as it encourages the importance of incorporating real-life authentic context into the classroom (Welsh Government 2022). As shown in part 1 I conducted a waterproofing experiment which was linked to the theme of the term ‘Back to the future’. To involve the children in their own learning it was decided that giving them the opportunity to pick the material that the time capsule will be buried in will ensure their participation and involvement throughout the topic. By linking the waterproofing to the time capsule, the children wanted to be a part of every detail for the burial, due to this they participated more and understood the importance of choosing the correct material for the time capsule to be safe underground. I have learnt throughout my three years of experience in the classroom that linking a lesson to a topic or a scenario they will get to experience, the children are more inclined to listen and participate in the lesson. Emilson et al informs us that that children’s participation comes down to considering the children’s own experiences and culture, if the children understand or are interested in the topic, they will be more likely to participate (Emilson et al, 2006, p221). The benefit of linking real-life authentic context to the lessons is that it provides the children with understanding that their action goes towards something, and their understanding of their actions will determine the outcome. By linking real-life authentic context to the time capsule it has allowed the pupils to use their knowledge that they built to strive towards the end goal. Incorporating real-life authentic context aims to give experience to all pupils and will benefit the learner. Everyday skills that the children have learnt in school will progress to benefiting them throughout their life.
In my final placement school, I developed my understanding more using blended learning experiences every day. My placement school was based around the New Welsh Curriculum, which meant all the pedagogy principles were becoming more of priority in the classroom. As seen in part 1 part, my blended learning experiences was creating a challenge planner for the children. The challenge planner was made every two weeks, it contained different challenges for each ALoE, exploring different tasks which link to the class theme. The children will be given different research and independent tasks to do when not in the classroom. The children are given multiple opportunities within the school day to complete these challenges to the best of their ability. Using bended learning experience for the children to independently complete their tasks allows them to create a variety of different work. By giving the children tasks requiring them to do a variety of written, research and document-based tasks, it allows the children to develop in each of these practical areas when not in class. Long, M.H (1990) agrees with task work benefiting pupils, as he inform us those tasks challenge the pupils and encourage them to develop. Independent task work might be as successful as in class work. The Department for Education shows that it has been found that boys are behind in their writing skills, due to this boy’s might not be as successful as the girls in task work due to the struggle of their writing (Department for Education, 2012). These statements show two different objectives to task work. Long, M.H shows beneficial side to task work, but the Department for Education shows the downside to some pupils independently writing due to the lack of confidence and experience they have. This shows that task work can be challenges for pupils and find it difficult to complete. The tasks given to the children are tasks that would not be done in the classroom but will help with their development of the subject knowledge in the classroom. The challenges are set for the children to research and find out more information about what they are learning that week, that is not covered in the classroom. This method is beneficial for the children as it enables them to use different techniques to gather information and produce what they have found. Azmi agrees with this as she has discovered that using technology displays positive attitudes towards learning (Azmi, N, 2017, p112). This statement is informing us that the use of technology in the classroom is beneficial to the pupils at it encourages the learners to work. It also encourages independence in their work and freedom of expressing their work in a different form to usual. My perspective on blended learning has now completely changed since my initial thought, now I can see that blended learning incorporates all different aspects of learning and different methods of working, and not just online using the laptops. Picciano agrees with my perspective on blended learning as he inform us that blended learning happens in many different forms, which enhances the learning of the pupils (Picciano, 2006, p96). 

From this written assignment I have found that I have developed my understanding and knowledge about blended learning and real-life authentic context in the classroom. My experiences throughout my placement schools have encouraged me to develop my own understand of what these pedagogies are. With focusing in on real-life authentic context and blended learning in this assignment, I have found that I have developed the furthest with these aspects since PTE1. For each of the pedagogies I was given a wide variety of opportunities to develop my understanding and to put it into practice. My understanding of blended learning now by discussing and reflecting on practice, is that it is not just using technology like I originally thought, it is using a mixture of different methods in the classroom, such as written tasks. Blended learning stems away from traditionally whole class teaching. I believe from my final placement I have been successful in this area due to providing different experiences for the children. My understanding of real-life authentic context now has developed, I initially thought it was just role-playing and based in foundation phases, but from my own practice I have seen that it allows you to incorporate real-life scenarios which the children will get to experience, such as time when learning time real life scenarios can be introduced to help the children understand why we are learning about time. The next steps I will take in my practice will be to use them more within the classroom to help progress myself even more and to familiarise myself to the pedagogy principles. When familiarised with the principles, my understanding of good teaching practice will benefit the pupils I will be teaching. In my future teaching practice, I will ensure that I try to incorporate blended learning into my lessons and to link the work to real-life authentic context. From my blended lesson seen in part 1 as a teacher pod, we used different methods in the challenge planner, I have learnt from this technique that it worked well for the pupils, the children all understood what they had to do and were able to complete the challenges without any help. My real-life authentic context lesson seen in part 1, I have learnt from my experience that linking to real-life authentic contexts engages the pupils more with their work, I will be using this technique as much as I can I my future teacher practice. Throughout my PTE experiences it has helped me meets the Professional Standards for Teaching and Leadership. It has helped me work towards my standards and fulfil them to the best of my teaching ability. Throughout my teaching experience due to lack of experience I have found linking different aspects of cross-curricular links into my lessons. This is one of the areas I have found difficult due to my schools not focusing on cross-curricular links as much as other aspects they focus on. I have learnt from my experience that blended learning can be interpreted different ways depending on your experience. I have also learnt that real-life authentic context can be difficult to find links to in your practice when your understanding is not developed. To ensure that my professional learning will continue, reflection is key to help critically reflect on current practice to see how practice can be improved. By reflecting on practice, it can help continue my understanding of the pedagogies and allow my progression to further with the help of reflection from myself and other practitioners. 
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