Blog link: https://korisuniblog.blogspot.com/2022/03/key-learnings-from-module-changemakers.html
Introduction 
In university we are currently learning about our personal brand. In this blog I will be looking at some key learnings I wanted to develop, not to just help me but to help you. These are the key learnings I wanted to develop upon and may help you develop too:
Networking
The first key learning I wanted to develop was my networking skills. I can be a very anxious person and I will not talk to people unless they speak to me first. This is because I am anxious of how I am going to be perceived. This isn’t a good thing in the long run as, we as humans need to communicate with others and meet new people. Networking is defined as “the action or process of interacting with others to exchange information and develop professional or social contacts.” (Oxford Languages, 2022) I want to develop this skill because it will help me to communicate with others more fluently and gain new ideas from those people. Networking is important as people would then get together to share ideas or give helpful tips on how to approach a task.
Prioritising targets
I tend to find it hard to prioritise targets and try to decide which one is more important than the other, during this module I have learned that putting them into a list and ordering them in which I see as important e.g.
1. Completing university assignments
2. Time with family
3. Work 
4. Applying or new jobs 
5. Time with friends
This would be my list from the most important on the top to the least important on the bottom. Completing this activity is important as it allows everyone to set out our day, our week or possibly our life. This is important because it tells you what you have to do f or that day or give you something to aspire to, a book written by C. R Snyder and Shane J. Lopez it states that setting goals “the way to achieve it is to set and pursue specific educational goals – such as applying for college, signing up for the courses, doing the assignments, getting the needed grades in the course, and accumulating the required number of credits to graduate.” (Snyder and Lopez, 2002) This is a good way of setting out goals as it gives you direction of what you need to do to achieve these goals.
Creating an online presence
While working on this module, I wanted to delve deeper into ways to make a positive online presence. Personally, I don’t post much on social media as I am a person who would prefer to live in the moment instead of posting everything online, this is my preference. There are people out there who like to post a lot on social media, how do you know if it’s the right content in which an employer would like to see? When I was younger, I felt differently about posting items on social media, when I was attending my secondary school, I used to use different social media platforms to post some things I have now deleted, this is before I thought about my career choice. During my deleting spree I kept asking myself “Would my grandparents like to see this?” If the answer was no, then it was gone. Creating a positive online presence is important in modern day society, as we move closer to an almost entirely digital ecosystem, employers are going to want to know more about who they’re employing. An article written by Adam Jonasz states that “This conversation is not always a physical face-to-face exchange, but an increasingly virtual one over the internet through the use of "social media" forums like Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and Flickr.” (Jonasz, 2012) Jonasz’s is referring to the military using social media to convey briefs/orders to others. While this would be dangerous to the military, this can also be dangerous to us who are not in the military. Take Gina Carano from films and shows such as ‘The Mandalorian’ and ‘Deadpool’, Gina posted something on social media referring to ‘fraud’ in the 2020 US elections, the result of this is that she was fired from Lucasfilm and taking part in any other Disney movies because of her online presence (Parker and Couch, 2021). 
Conclusion
To conclude there were many topics within this module in which I would have loved to speak about, but I wanted to focus on my top 3 key learnings I learned during this module. We can all make a change, no one is perfect, and everyone can improve in their own way. 

Personal statement 

To whomever it may concern,

Before I begin, I would like to introduce myself, my name is Kori Jones. I am 25 years old, and I have applied for the PGCE primary with QTS course. I have applied for this postgraduate course as with the research I have conducted this course will give me the necessary qualification I require to become a primary school teacher. I am aware of the entry requirements to join onto this course, and I am confident that I am on track to reach these requirements. I currently hold some crucial GCSE qualifications which will give me the necessary requirements, and these are:
· English GCSE at an A 
· Science GCSE at a C
· Science Btec at a C
· Welsh GCSE at a C
I currently also hold a C in maths, I am aware I will have to work on either resitting my Maths GCSE or sit an equivalency test. I am fully on board with improving my chances to become a primary school teacher. 
Before I applied for the postgraduate course, I conducted some research by asking my tutor and others about the requirements for the postgraduate course, I learned that I must receive a 2:2 within my degree course which is Education studies. Currently I am on track to receive a higher grade. During my first year of my degree I decided to resit my maths and English GCSE as I knew this is what was required, after a long year of resitting both my GCSE’s and studying for my degree I managed to improve my English GCSE as I left secondary education with a D in English and I later received an A when I resat the qualification, I also resat my maths but I managed to keep the grade I received in secondary school and later receiving another C in maths when I resat. 
During my time in school, I was given some roles within the schools, such as Librarian when I was in primary school and a Welsh prefect when I was in my last year of Secondary school. As a librarian in primary school, it was my duty to make sure the books were well looked after and looking presentable on the shelf, I had to check regularly whether the books were in order as they were in alphabetical order. When I was in Secondary school, I was granted the opportunity to be one of the Welsh prefects or otherwise named ‘Swyddog’, during my time as a Welsh prefect, my duties were to help others with their homework during their free time, I also had to make sure that others were using Welsh words/sentences correctly. The duty of Welsh prefect gave me the aspiration to become a teacher and help others in the same way or better.
I have worked within the education sector as an LSA with different agencies around the Carmarthenshire area, Swansea area and Neath and Port talbot area. During my time as an LSA, it has inspired me more to become a teacher as I like to help people. I was given the opportunity in some schools to take a little session with foundation phase to help them with their words, phonics and what they look like. These skills have given me the experience and knowledge to become the best teacher I can.
Outside of work I like to spend time with family, I have a daughter who is currently 4 years old. I enjoy asking her daily “what have you done in school today?”, even though her answer is always “I played and had lunch” I know that there is work happening behind the curtain as she comes home singing songs, for example she was singing a song about the days of the week without any help, I tend to also join in with these songs to boost her knowledge. I recently showed her how TV remotes work, and she was astonished by this discovery, and I felt a sense of pride that I had shown her something new. I would like to give this feeling to other children I teach, as it gives them the sense of wonder.
To conclude I have had many different experiences within life, I want to progress and gain more knowledge to follow my dream in becoming a primary school teacher, to help educate the next generation and to help to show new things within this world.

Zander letter Passionately in love with future self
21st March 2023
Dear Mr Zander,

I have achieved my A because, I have completed most of my university modules with great grades, I have almost finished my final year in university and have conducted a lot of research into my dissertation topic. I have worked hard these past three years, but this year I have worked considerably harder than ever before. I am proud of myself for these achievements I have gained during my entire time in university from working hard in my first year, resitting my two GCSE’s while studying for my degree, to completing my dissertation and completing my time in my degree course in university. I just want to say ‘Waw’ time has flown. I have finally decided where I must be right now, not only to support myself but my family. I am now working and thinking of progressing within my career and applying to complete the final steps of my journey to become a primary school teacher. I have thought a lot about my next steps, and I can see the finish line to my goal. The ideas for when I teach are still flowing, and I continue to write them down in a book, so I can look at it once I am ready to put them into practice. I am eager to start my next step for my career and work hard for it. The experience as an LSA with the agencies has helped me to get to where I am today, as it has helped me realise that this is where I must be and that this is a career I want to pursue. I am still passionate about the education of others, and I feel like I always will be. My daughter is five now and is continuing her educational journey with mine and her mother’s assistance, I am proud of who she is becoming and that she is learning Welsh more, she will be speaking Welsh better than I can. I am now looking into completing a Welsh course to give my daughter the upper hand to help her with her schoolwork and so I can provide the best education to others in either English or Welsh. With Welsh completed I will have another qualification under my belt to help me progress further within my career. I am more confident also, if I had not attended university, I don’t know where I would have been right now. I have overcome my social awkwardness with others and can keep a conversation going with a friend on the street. I am a more confident person, I feel I can now present in front of big groups, children I have always been okay with talking to in large groups but adults of my age or older I found difficult. At the beginning of year 3 I decided on a topic for my dissertation in which I am passionate about, and I would like to research more into, I have found a lot of interesting items on the topic which has allowed me to think of this topic in a different light and a positive light. I am ready to see what the future holds for me, and if I could I would like to tell my past self not to worry everything gets better soon just keep pushing on, You’re working hard to get past the final hurdle which is your PGCE you haven’t got long left, just one more module and your degree will be complete, you are going to complete this with the grade you require to continue onto the PGCE.
Yours Sincerely
Kori Jones
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