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Introduction

The three key phrases that are going to be used are censorship, freedom of speech and independent distribution and the main areas where research will be conducted. This will show a small amount of information about each key word, such as historical information and components of it that can be researched. The subject that will be researched in its broadest sense is the topic of is censorship in music as prominent today with the advent of artists being able to release music independent of labels and rating boards. This will be focusing on Western culture in regards to censorship in music. This is because looking into the censorship of Eastern, African and South American countries long with the society be focusing on is due to the culture being drastically different and would cause the dissertation to go on tangents. This subject of choice does touch upon subject matter of artistic freedom and governmental/business intrusion upon music creators. After having made a definition for censorship and how its impacted the music industry, the subject of independent distribution will be covered. Reason why this is being included within the discussion is because with the advent of independent distribution, bands and artists no longer have to go through record labels and such to release music. Much less red tape in their way in regards to the content of the music, lyrically or musically.  

Censorship 

Censorship in music is a large area for investigation due to the multiple major events that have happened around it. Incidents of censorship such as the infamous PMRC (Parents Music Resource Center) trials in the United States of America during 1985. This has affected the music industry as we know it and how certain types of music is seen in a social context. Many major artists have been affected both negatively and positively by these events. Some of the reasoning for the censorship is due to the lyrical content of the songs containing either offensive language, sexual connotations, violent imagery and other content that could be seen as ‘offensive’. The controversy of censorship still happens today, even though now music does not have to be sold in large stores. One of the major long going situations of censorship in music is the BBC banning songs from being played on radio/television. One of these incidents is with the UK punk band the Sex Pistols having their song ‘God Save the Queen’ banned from being played on BBC radio, even though the song was placed at No.2 in the UK single chart of 1977. 
(Spencer, 2012). 

Censorship is by its definition the editing of a form of media due to the content being seen as obscene, politically unacceptable or a threat to security of a country or cooperation. One of the ways in which censorship is implemented is by taking an art form in question and editing, such as when an author is told by an editor that a section needs to be taken out due to it not matching with their point of view. This can be considered as a form of censorship. (Gottfried, 2006) 

Censorship in music has also had positive effects on artists in regards to the sales of their material. When in 1984 it was announced on BBC Radio 1 that the song ‘Relax’ by Frankie Goes to Hollywood was banned from airplay due to ‘obscene’ lyrics. This had the effect of the single selling two million copies in the UK, causing the song to become no.1 in the UK singles charts. (Grundy, 2011)

Censorship of music can be seen as an infringement of freedom of speech of the artists. This concern was thoroughly documented during the PMRC trials, which ended with the compulsory placement of the parental advisory sticker on albums that are seen as to contain offensive lyrical content. Those who back censorship in music say the reasons for censorship is that music can change the behaviour of its audience for the worse, as Martin Cloonan says in the book ‘Banned!: Censorship of popular music in Britain: 1967-92’; ‘Casual arguments propose that the medium in question can cause behavioural or attitudinal changes in its audience.’ (Cloonan, 1996) 
During the PMRC trials (1985) a list of fifteen songs were deemed offensive, that list was named the ‘Filthy Fifteen’. There were reasons that were considered offensive; The reasons given included sexually explicit (e.g Sheena Easton’s song ‘Sugar Walls’), violence (e.g Motley Crue’s song ‘Bastard’), drug and alcohol use (e.g Black Sabbath’s song ‘Trashed’) and occult content (e.g Mercyful Fate’s song ‘Into The Coven’). (Grow, 2015). 

Freedom of Speech

Freedom of speech is often mentioned when the question of censorship in music is brought up. Within the United States of America, freedom of speech is a protected right that is within their constitution.  The concern of censorship infringing on freedom of speech has been prominent within rap music since the 1980’s with acts such as N.W.A with their song ‘Fuck Tha Police’ where they were told not to perform the song at their concerts with the threat of arrest if they did perform the song. (Suebaseng, 2015) There are still cases where an individual is charged with violent threats. Rap lyrics they had written have been used as evidence against them, as with the case of Elonis vs US. In this case Anthony Elonis, 27 years old, was charged with violent threats. While in court the prosecution used lyrics he had written and posted on social media as evidence of these threats. Given that this occurred within the United States where these lyrics would be classed as a form of free speech, they were still used as evidence against him. This could be seen as a double standard in regards to the concept of freedom of speech. (Kreps 2014) 

In response there have been artists that have written music about freedom of speech being affected directly by censorship. An example of these types of songs is ‘Freedom of Speech, by Ice-T. Before the internet it could be seen that not having a song played on radio, due to its lyrical content was a form of infringement on freedom of speech as this was one of the prominent ways music could be heard by the masses.

The question as to what art forms constitute as being protected under freedom of speech is one that has to be addressed when the topic of censorship being an infringement of freedom of speech is discussed. This has been debated for centuries. This is due to what is seen as acceptable to be protected under freedom of speech. This is an area that will be researched in depth due to the nature of the subject matter being subjective. As stated by Eric Barendt in his book ‘Freedom Of Speech’: 
There is therefore, a difference between the purely philosophical arguments for a free speech principle, and the specific arguments which courts must consider when they adjudicate constitutional claims to exercise the right. (Barendt, p.4)

There is a debate on what arguments can be used in regards with what falls under freedom of speech, both philosophical and judicial, this is why this is a subject that requires in depth research so that nothing is left vague on definition. 

Independent Distribution

The area of independent distribution is one that has different areas within its self that can be researched. Within the context of this discussion the primary areas of focus will be how with the advent of this form of distribution it is allowing artists to bypass censorship boards and allowing them to have majority control of the content of their music. Artists have independently distributed music since more and more recording studios opened and bookings became more affordable. Artists would pay to have a recording done then sell or give away the cassettes/CDS at show where they were performing or sell them to fans via mail order type set ups. 

Now with the advent of internet, this has brought a change with how musicians are able to release their music. As Mike King says “The internet has completely changed the overall marketing picture for developing musicians.” (King ;P.89) 

With music upload sites such as Soundcloud and Bandcamp artists are able to upload music directly to these platforms with no help of distribution services. With sites such as Bandcamp, the artist is able to make some degree of an income from it as they can set a price for their music or how it set up so the consumer can pay what they want for the product. These two sites have guidelines of what an artist can post on them, this mostly is concerning of plagiarism and posting of work of other artists. This has allowed underground artists such as Anal Floss is Boss from Wales and Vaginal Penetration of an Amelus with a Musty Carrot from Austria. With the names of these bands they would not be able to get promotion through traditional distribution/promotion routes. This is an example of how independent distribution has allowed artists to bypass the censorship that they would have to face if they used the conventional means of releasing their music. 

With the rise of artists begin able to release what they want in public forums such as YouTube and Spotify. This does bring up the concern in what if a person’s child finds vulgar or obscene content of which the parents of the child do not what them exposed to, on one of these platforms. This is one of the additional questions that will be explored within the dissertation. As with independent distribution does bring up moral based questions in regards to the question of censorship. 

Conclusion

After having done the research in regards to seeing if there is enough of an area of research available for this subject matter, it is apparent that there is a large amount of research available in each of these keywords. Due to the findings from the research for this proposal, there is also points where historical events within the last 40 years happened that are related to the subject matter at hand. Events from the 1980’s such as the PMRC trails in the united states, the banning of songs by the BBC in the United Kingdom and how songs were policed when they tackled subject matter as police brutality. For the subject matter of this dissertation, a majority of the research will be internet based due to it being partially a very recent topic of discussion (example being the section on independent distribution) that does not have much in way of physical literature, that is up to date, that can be used in the research of this topic.  After all this research it is made apparent that this subject matter is one that can be used as the basis as a dissertation. With all this study done, it is shown that there is a question here to be answered. Has the advent of the internet made censorship less of a concern for artists? 
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