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INTRODUCTION
In this assignment the definition of childhood will be explained. Also, some of the history of childhood will be explored. Because different people have many different opinions of what childhood. Childhood history has a lot to do with how we live as adults today. Also, the writer will be explaining about some of the historical contacts of childhood, how it was in the olden day and how it is now. Polices and legislations will also be looked at. The writer will be describing why the polices came in action and what reason was there for the changes. The writer will be looking at what the health and social provide for children.  

[bookmark: _Hlk36204659]What is childhood?
There are a lot of different opinions of what is childhood. Some say early childhood is from birth. “Some people believe first stages of childhood begin when a child leaves the womb.” (Kirkpatrick, 2018) And some say when the child start school. Childhood is when they are loved and cared for by their parents and family. Childhood is when the child is surrounded by an affectionate family who support them through everything they go through in life. Childhood is when the child enjoys playing with their siblings and friends. It’s when the child grows strong and confident with the love, encouragement and support of a loving family and the people around them. The parents, siblings, teachers, community, friends and anyone in the child’s life play a big role of the child’s growth and development into adulthood. A child should be able to live his or her life free from fear. They should be shielded from violence, child abuse and exploitation. Every child should have the chance to have a joyful upbringing. UNICEF state that childhood is the time for children to be in school and to grow strong and confident with themselves with the encouragement of their family. It is a precious time in which children should live free from fear and danger, safe from violence and protected from abuse and exploitation. Also, childhood means more than just the space between birth and the attainment of adulthood. It refers to the state and condition of a child’s life. (UNICEF, 2005) “According to our legal system, there is a definitive end of childhood. Our government has made a decision that people who are 18 should be able to take on adult privileges. But this does not imply that 18-year-olds are adults.” (Martin, 2008)
How has childhood changed overtime.
“We think how much better off kids are today. Abraham Lincoln said that when he was a boy, he was a slave. He was a slave to his father and that it’s not surprising that when his father was dying, Abraham Lincoln made no effort to reach out to him.” (Young, 2017) In the 1980s young children were always out and about. Played freely in the streets. They didn’t have all these gadgets which the kids have now. Children were happy with just playing in the streets with their siblings and friends. They also didn’t expect a lot from their parents and the little which we they made them happy, and that is just in the 1980’s. So, you can see how in just 30 years there’s a world of different. So just imagine how much change would be a 100 years ago. (Barkham, 2013) 

1908 Children’s Act
This Act was put in place to protect the deprived youths in society from abuse. There was a lot of poverty at that time. And the underprivileged kids were suffering the most. These kids had no power and control over their own lives, so it was very important that the state had to step in to protect them. 1908 Children’s Act main reason was to shelter children from cruelty. Infant lives would be protected. Provision for juvenile offence. It also would provide and improve school. The 1908 Children’s Act included the protection of infants which meant anyone who was looking after a young child under the age of 7 and getting paid would need to inform the local authority. An inspector would come and visit the child just to see how many children were being looked after. They had the power to remove any children if they thought the children were in any sort of danger and risk. The child minder wouldn’t be able to talk out any sort of insurance on the child or children and if the child or children die in the care of the child minder, they would need to inform the coroner. The Act was there to help Prevention of cruelty to children which meant that the parents couldn’t neglect their children anymore. Before the act came in action a lot of the children were being neglected by their own parents. This was because in some family’s there were many children and the parents didn’t have enough to go around or provide for them sufficiently. The Act also made it illegal for anyone selling cigarettes to a child who is under the age of 16. The Children’s Act was in action so that child offender would be punished properly. Also, there would be no more child execution for capital crime, and they will no longer be in the same prison as an adult. But the whipping was still in action. They wouldn’t be saved from getting whipped. The young offenders would be held in a juvenile detention centre. The Children’s Act made sure that the parents paid a fine for their child offence and was given permission to be more responsible for their own child. After the Act came in action the children who were neglected, abused or denied education could give evidence in court if needed. (Moore, 2012)
The children’s act was the one of the first major child welfare legislation in the history of Britain. The 1908 children’s Act main reason was to focus on the relationship of the child and their parents. The state relationship with the family was also very important. (Stewart,1995)
Children’s Act 2004
Children’s Act came in place because so it could give legal structure of how the social services and other agencies that care for children would be able to deal with the children related issues. The Act gives a guideline to the people looking after children for example: looking after children in the home, school places or other local authorities. They should be mindful of how children should be looked after in the correct manner abiding to the law. The Children Act 2004 was put into place with principles to support and care for the children. 
These principles include:                                                                                                                                                    -To allow children to be active and healthy.                                                                                                                    -Allow children to be safe wherever they are living.                                                                                                                      -Helping children to live freely and happy.                                                                                                                   -Aid children to be successful in life.                                                                                                                            -To make a positive impact towards the lives of young children.                                                                         -To assist children to have economic stability for their future.                     
This act was formed so the government and the health and social services can help accomplish the principles together.  The Children Act 2004 offers legal support to 'Every Child Matters. In response to the Children Act 2004 there have been changes made. From April 2006, education and social care services for children in each area have been combined under a leader of children's services. The key areas of this act include:                                                 -Any agency that is alerted of the bad treatment to the child or wrongdoing of the legal carer should inform other agencies that can help protect the child further from abuse. (Claridge, 2019)
Victoria Climbie
[bookmark: _GoBack]The death of any child as the result of intentional harm is a heart-breaking situation. Victoria Climbie was an 8-year-old girl who died on 25th February 2000. Child protection service, police and the medical care system failed to protect her. Victoria was born in Ivory Coast in November 1991. She was the fifth child out of seven children. She was a very content child and had a joyful childhood when she was with her family. But her life wasn’t so happy when she was living with her aunt Marie Therese Kouao in Britain. Victoria’s parents let her come to UK in the expectation that she would get a better and upgraded education and build a successful life for herself. Never in their dreams did they think they would lose their daughter forever. Victoria was kept a prisoner in Tottenham North London. Victoria’s aunt shared the flat with her boyfriend Carl Manning. Therese and Manning violently tortured her. Victoria’s injuries were seen by a paediatrician at central Middlesex hospital. She was sent back into the care of her aunt with the doctor ruling her injuries as self-inflicted.  After being tortured and abused for months, Victoria died of hyperthermia. She had sustained 128 injuries to her body. Therese and her boyfriend were accused of Victoria’s murder. The child protection team were criticised as being unprofessional as they let Victoria back into the care of her abusive aunt. The aunt and her boyfriend were sentenced to life imprisonment for the cruel murder of Victoria. Victoria’s case was the first investigation that used the power of the Children’s act, NHS act and the Police act. A guardian revealed that ministers believed said Victoria’s death was just not by child neglect, but the failure of the system was to be blamed more. (Bett, 2001)
CONCLUSION
Life was very different in the 1900s there has been many changes in the child protection system and how abuse cases are handled by social workers and the government. But if the changes would come early, many children’s lives would have been saved. But saying that even today currently, there are many children dying from the failure of the system and the lack of attention their abuse cases get by social workers. It is very disappointing that after that many changes there are still children being neglected and abused. Any policies and procedures need to be followed appropriately and positively. If everyone did there job correctly there would be less child neglect and child deaths. (Lindon, 2003) Things that should be checked when a child is reported: 
-Make all the relevant checks.                                                                                                       -Why is someone concerned (if reported by someone)?                                                                 -Are any of the concerns real.                                                                                                                -Do you think the child has suffered in any way? (Fowler, 2003)
If in any doubt after these questions, the child should have the relevant reason to be checked. Children’s Act 1908 was one of the best and beneficial to abuse cases. After the Act, the children who were suffering had a glimmer of hope. Thinking that there is someone out there that cares for them. Just imagine having nobody there that cares. The children must have thought that now they have a voice after so many years and enduring so much painful abuse. Children’s Act 2004 was even more helpful to the children. Children’s Act should have come in action many more years before hand, because after Children’s Act in 1908 there had been many more deaths. So, Children’s Act should have come in more early which could’ve prevented the murder of Holly Wells, Jessica Chapman and Victoria Climbie. These are only two which are mentioned but there are many more. In Victoria Climbie’s case there were many opportunities to prevent Victoria’s death for example, two social workers unsuccessfully tried to see Kouao and Victoria on 14 July almost a month after the warning. No further action was taken by the authority.  Why wasn’t the authority prioritising if they had a report of child abuse, this shows the system lacks in professionalism. The doctor referred Victoria to a paediatrician. She ruled Victoria’s injuries scratching at scabies sores. This shows another failure on the doctor’s behalf. This could’ve been prevented if the doctors did their job appropriately and saw Victoria’s injuries as abuse wounds. The doctors ruled her injurie as scratching scabies sores only because they were complacent and didn’t want to do the paperwork.
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