Virtual Learning Environment





Mohammed Harun Rashid 

Contents Page





Page 3                                                                                                                                               Introduction

Page 4                                                                                       Advantages of Virtual Learning environment

Page  5                                                                                   Disadvantages of Virtual Learning environment                  


Virtual learning environment is a method of providing the correct materials for students to access all they need directly form the web. Most Virtual learning environments will provide absolutely everything for students and lecturers to interact with the students. Collaboration facilities means that lectures can be carried out online including communication within them. Students do not need to be on campus to access the Virtual learning environment facilities. This means students are moving forward with their learning both on and off campus. There is also no time restriction for access any of the facilities which means it quite literally supports students 24 hours of the day. Lectures and e files that have been uploaded onto the Virtual learning environment also have no time limit, so they are always available. Virtual learning environments are very favoured because they cover all the needs for students from attendance checks to assignment submission.
Virtual learning environment is an online area that has different facilities for learning. It is managed by an institution to help the students better their learning. Most Virtual learning environments have different facilities and an option for everything, for example there will be communication tools such as discussion boards. In discussion boards students can talk directly to their lecturer and expect an answer quickly as the lecture will know when someone has messages on the discussion board. In some Virtual learning environments, discussion boards mean students can have a subject related discussion to. This means they can asl questions they may have or do some group work. Some discussion boards even have ways the lecturer can view group work activity. This creates a more realistic space for times when learning cannot be done in person and must be online. 
Virtual learning environment also include quizzes and electronic submission, when students are handed an assignment and they have completed it they can submit it through the Virtual learning environment of the institution. Usually this means the institution will have a facility on their website just for submitting work. When work is submitted students can see the conformation and any other details such as late work or the time of submission. In Virtual learning environments the students can also see the assignment deadlines which tends to be in the same area as the submit option. This means when an assignment is handed out the students can come back and view the details again if they lost their copy. 












A lot of information is found in Virtual learning environments; as well as all the above, students can see digital media and files, for example, most lecturers will submit their recorded lectures onto the Virtual learning environment. So, the institutions website will have a section where students can rewatch lectures if they want to. Documents from the lecture can also be submitted onto the Virtual learning environment which means any worksheets which have been lost or not been able to reach the students can be found on the website. Students are often able to track some information on the Virtual learning environment. For example, students can track their progress in a particular module or their overall grade. They can even view an in-detail analysis of their grades seeing which modules are their strengths and which are their weakness. Grades are often submitted by lecturers upon marking so students can see straight away what grade they got and where. Virtual learning environments are sufficient because for example if a student has a query regarding their grade, they can straight away talk to their lecturer on the discussion board. most institutions ask of yearly re enrolment. This means at the start of every year students must enrol.  This is done through the institutions Virtual learning environment; all of which is found on their website. Virtual learning environments create easier enrolment as students have less searching to do and can access the enrolment facility with a simple click on a button.
Most popular examples of Virtual learning environments include Moodle, Blackboard, WebCT and Edmodo. Virtual learning environments are very popular and are said to make students feel more bale to ‘personalize’ their learning. Most users of Virtual learning environment feel they can take better care of their learning with Virtual learning environment and prepare for the next lesson.
The advantages of Virtual learning environments are ongoing and there are many. Virtual learning environments are used because they provide ready built-in communication; this saves everyone time and makes easier communications methods. Most students favour Virtual learning environments over emailing their lecturers which is why it makes the environment more favoured. When handing in work students do not have to physically be there and see their lecturer, instead they can electronically submit and that is all. Therefore, Virtual learning environments are a time saving method. Virtual learning environments mean lectures do not even have to explain assignments in [person as they can just put the details on the institutions site, or they can upload a video of them explaining the assignment. Teachers have an incredible amount of storage on Virtual learning environment; most do not even use their whole amount. There is space for e files, documents, videos, e books and much more. This way students can see what best suits their online learning and progress that way. 









There are however also some disadvantages when it comes to Virtual learning environments. for example, there may be the feeling of being alone. You cannot share your ideas with other students, nor can you ask them a quick question. There is the problem of no social interaction, and this is something which cannot be fixed. It is also unlikely that you will have any proper social interaction in a virtual learning environment. There is no discussion and only messaging. Many a times students feel they cannot concentrate as they are left to themselves before and after lessons. Research shows that seeing other students concentrate helps students to concentrate better. 
Sometimes students cannot always learn through reading and watching. For example, they may find it hard to understand what is happening through a screen and may need more deep and thorough explanations. the problems lie where lecturers need to then be contacted from the students and the student must wait for the reply where they can explain their confusions. not all students learn the same way or at the same pace. Some students may take longer to digest and understand information. However, unlike a live face to face lecture, with online learning, the lecture is harder to stop for questions. Sometimes questions asked in the chat room are also answered late and so the student will remain confused.
There is also the problem with discomfort in technology. Not all students are comfortable with technology or even online platforms in general. This means they may panic or be less eager to use the platforms. Some students also may have lack of technological systems. Not all Virtual learning environments are phone compatible, and this does not help with the issue that some students do not have laptops or computers. Virtual learning environments can be seen as daunting to those who are not keen with online platforms so this may hinder them from using the platforms as much as possible. For example, they may prefer to search for information themselves through books instead of using Virtual learning environments to look for what their lecturer uploaded.
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