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Within this essay, I set out to use reports by Professor Sioned Davies ‘One Language for all’, and by Professor Graham Donaldson ‘Successful Futures’ to discuss my evaluation and understanding of a response regarding Welsh second language written by Huw Lewis. Lewis’ article is a response to Davies’ and Donaldson’s reports. I will refer to other relevant resources I can find to further back up my discussion and conclude what I have found to be vital points within this report.
Lewis (2015) states in his article that, “far too many young people are leaving schools without the effective Welsh language skills they need for the world of work”. From this we can perceive, the importance of the children of the next generation being taught the Welsh language as the country and its society is developing along with the pupils themselves. Welsh language is becoming a vital part of the Welsh community and the encouragement to learn and converse within the language has had a push through the up and coming curriculum recommended changes made by Donaldson within his report. This is further supported within Davies’ ‘One language for all’ report when Davies states “it is crucial for pupils to continue to learn and practise the language to achieve the aim of enabling more learners to use the language”. Teachers knowledge and understanding of the Welsh language plays a crucial part in developing the knowledge of the pupils themselves. This can be done through the teachers taking part in Sabbatical Welsh language Scheme. This will enable the teachers who are not as bilingually gifted as others the chance to revisit the Welsh Language to develop their skills, thus providing better education for young learners. The sabbatical scheme “gives practitioners the opportunity to improve their Welsh-language skills, acquire knowledge of terminology specific to their subject area, gain awareness and confidence in using Welsh-medium and bilingual methodologies” (Welsh Government, 2016).
Lewis (2015) refers to the Donaldson report ‘Successful futures’ which explains the Welsh language has benefits towards a young learner’s cognitive and cultural development. My understanding of this point is that pupils develop their cognitive functioning and cultural awareness through the welsh language. Baker (2011, p.166) supports this by stating “Speaking, listening, reading or writing in the first or second language helps the whole cognitive system to develop”. However, it later goes on to point out that if the teaching of Welsh as a second language is not refined or “insufficiently developed” to the standard required, pupils will not benefit and their “academic performance may be negatively affected” This further supports that if the teachers are not at the standard of Welsh language education that is required then pupils will not benefit from it. Donaldson (2015) also addresses the importance of conversing in Welsh at an early age when recommending that, “There should be a renewed focus in schools on learning Welsh primarily as a means of communication, particularly oral communication and understanding”.
Through recent experiences, attending schools within my local area as an observing University student, I have seen a mixed response to the Welsh language development. I have been both impressed but also shocked. Young learners lose their enthusiasm for the language as they get older. I witnessed exciting classroom environments within the foundation phase (FP) with a keen drive to learn and further their knowledge. However, as the pupils progressed through to Key Stage Two (KS2), they were still engaged in the lesson, but they lacked enthusiasm. This continuous enjoyment towards the Welsh language comes from constant progression, engaging lessons, enthusiastic and knowledgeable teachers and equal opportunities. Lewis (2015) shares this view as in his report his opinion states “I want all children and young people in Wales to have an opportunity to successfully learn Welsh”. This is extended further when he states, “I also want children and young people to see speaking Welsh, and other languages as an attractive and worthwhile option”. This is not specific to FP or KS2 but through the whole of education. These points become evident at the age where pupils choose what subjects they wish to continue with through their GCSE’s. Along with many pupils throughout Wales I did not choose Welsh as a subject as I found it less exciting as the other options available. Due to learning the basics throughout school I found the new option more intriguing. Studies show that many pupils throughout Wales shared these thoughts when choosing their GCSE path. In 2012, it was found that    
“27.4% of pupils were entered for the full course second language GCSE, 35.3% for the short course second language GCSE, and 15.4% for the first language GCSE; but 21.9% of pupils in Wales did not sit any Welsh language examination” (Welsh Government, 2013, p.1)
I was part of the 21.9% that did not attend any Welsh language exams after year nine. I strongly feel that this is done to the way the subject is taught and tested. When tested for any oral assessments, pupils can memorise passages and just reiterate the passages on the day of the assessment. Revision is not needed when the test is not pushing the pupils in question to think on their feet and problem solve on the spot. This is supported by Davies (2013, p.29) when stating that pupils are “able to learn passages which they can replicate in an assessment situation”. I agree furthermore with Lewis and Davies’ opinions as Davies (2013, p.30) goes onto explain that pupils are not benefitting or responding well to the dated and traditional methods of teaching the  Welsh language, when stating “Welsh second language GCSE can be a hindrance as it stipulates a number of contexts that pupils are required to study, and as a result, some learners become disengaged”. Due to the lack of relevant conversational welsh that pupils are taught there is an instant educational barrier at the school gates, as what they are taught “may not facilitate the use of Welsh outside the classroom” (Welsh Government, 2013, p.30).
In summary, I find that the Welsh language development within young people is on the rise. With the curriculum change being implemented presently the teachers that are educating our youth are realising the ways in which Welsh language development is benefitting pupils, thus, they are focusing on the key recommendations given. My views are that the teaching of the Welsh language should be enforced progressively over time. This provides the teachers with the time to meet the high standard requirements. Which further aids the pupils through having the highest standard of teaching throughout their time within education.
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