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Throughout this portfolio, a number of areas will be discussed. The practitioner will critically analyse the significance of the concepts of identity and belonging, evaluating events in Welsh history and the role of the Welsh language within that history. Within the practitioners working environment School P is an English additional learning needs setting, school P believes it’s extremely important to implement the Welsh language throughout the delivery of the curriculum. (School P, 2020) states in their Welsh policy ‘Welsh is achieved mainly through incidental experiences and opportunities and through a positive and supportive whole school ethos, which is adopted by all staff’. There’s an option for children to attend both English and Welsh schools across Wales, English schools teach the Welsh language although it’s not an official Welsh school, the question that’s asked here is why? Although the Welsh language is Wales’ official language, why are English schools teaching the Welsh language?. Through a number of centuries, there seems to have been a reform towards policies and the curriculum taught throughout schools in Wales. (Cymru Cymraeg, 2014) clarifies the following;
‘Welsh became a compulsory subject for all pupils in Wales up to the age of 14 in 1990. In 1999, it became a compulsory subject until the age of 16. So now all pupils in mainstream schools in Wales study Welsh (either as a first or a second language) for 12 years, from the ages of 5 to 16.’									              (Welsh Government, 2017) states ‘Welsh was included in the national curriculum following the Education Reform Act 1988, and became a compulsory subject for all learners in Wales in Key Stages 1, 2 and 3 in 1990. From September 1999 onwards Welsh became compulsory for all learners across Wales at Key Stage 4.’ This explains why schools across Wales are teaching the Welsh language, and rightly so. The percentage of bilingual individuals seem to have rose since the beginning of the 20th century (see appendices 1) this proves the language has grown since the implication of the new curriculum in 1990 and is continuing to grow over the following years. Previous events have caused a downfall effect on our Welsh language. Through research according to (Beswick, 2020) ‘up until 1850, 90% of the population spoke Welsh, but it has since faced many challenges which at times almost lost its existence’, (BBC Cymru, 2014) explains the history of the Welsh language and believes ‘most historians date the arrival of the Celtic language in Britain to around 600BC. This version of Celtic was to evolve into Brittonic (or Brythonic), which in turn gave rise to the Welsh language’. (Jacob, 2017) suggests ‘when the Anglo-Saxons colonised Britain, Brythonic speakers were split up into those in northern England speaking Cumbric, those in the south-west speaking an early version of Cornish, and those speaking primitive Welsh’. This explains where one divide began, considering this event took place many years ago the consequence of this seems to have been that there were less Welsh speakers throughout the following years. Another major event which took place and affected the Welsh language was the Welsh not, (Disqus, 2020) explains on their blog that ‘the Welsh Not, or Welsh Note, means of forcing Welsh children to speak English at school. A stick or plaque was given to any child heard speaking Welsh during school, to be handed on to whoever next spoke the language.’ From these events, many changes have occurred to emphasise the importance of the Welsh language and to keep it alive. A professor called Graham Donaldson wrote a report called successful futures. The report acknowledged the importance of schools to fulfil all pupils full potential, all schools follow and maintain the National Curriculum.
School P is an additional learning needs setting, there are six young individuals in the classroom environment. All young individuals are aged between 11 to 14 and all diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder and other additional needs, due to this a number of pupils will need 1 to 1 support throughout the day. With their individualised needs, all sessions need to be short, interesting and need to promote their identity and belonging. Granting School P is an additional learning needs school, it still follows and maintains the National Curriculum. (School P, 2018) states in their curriculum policy:
‘All of our pupils have access to the full range of subjects in the National Curriculum. All of our learning experiences stimulate the senses and promote personal and social development. At school P the core curriculum consists of Literacy/ Communication, Numeracy, PSE and ICT.  These core subjects form the basis of our whole school curriculum and are taught in appropriate ways for all of our pupils.’
(School p, 2018) in their curriculum policy explains the value of teaching Welsh as a cross-curricular lesson ‘the many aspects of Curriculum Cymreig are reflected in teachers’ termly planning, ensuring that all pupils have access to the particular features and culture of Wales.  Second language Welsh is taught at levels appropriate to pupils development’. School P has an action plan which is worked on every year, (school p, 2020) explains the aim of this action plan which is ‘to continue to develop a strong Welsh ethos at school p’. One success criteria is (school p, 2020) ‘there is a strong Welsh profile within the school. Every class has an effective Welsh display. Lessons include an element of incidental Welsh where appropriate’ The action to this criteria is that all lessons are delivered through both the English and the Welsh language, therefore it is classed as a bilingual school. (School P, 2020) instigates in the bilingual policy:
‘posters, signs and relevant displays relating to Wales are placed around the school and the language is to be heard in school, from staff and pupils. By providing these experiences the children will be able to see the language and culture of Wales as alive and relevant to their everyday lives’
All staff at School P understands the significance of implementing Welsh throughout all activities. For one science and technology lesson each class has a good morning, good afternoon and a goodbye interactive greeting which is delivered through the use of the English and the Welsh language (see appendice 2). (School p, 2020) demonstrates ‘Welsh is achieved mainly through incidental experiences and opportunities and through a positive and supportive whole school ethos, which is adopted by all staff’. The interactive greeting session engages pupils as they have opportunities to stand and identify how their feeling, what the weather’s like on that day and what day it is. All symbols have the Welsh word at the top of each symbol, and the English word at the bottom which helps the pupils connect each word to imbed the meaning of what it is. This refers to the what matters statement. (Gov. Wales, 2020)’ Understanding languages is key to understanding the world around us’. Although it’s compulsory to teach and promote the Welsh language in Wales, school p also promotes the culture of Wales and the history of what’s happened and how we got to where we are today. (Cultural education in England, 2012, p. 3) implies ‘learning about our culture and playing an active part in the cultural life of the school and wider communities is as vital to developing our identity and self-esteem as understanding who we are through knowing our history and the origins of our society’. When delivering Languages, Literacy and Communication subjects within the classroom environment, Welsh story sacks are used each week (see appendice 3). As staff we create a story that’s relevant to the subject that’s being taught. One term was Dewi Sant and due to it being a 7 week term, 7 different stories were created with props and fancy dress outfits to engage the pupil’s. This is an excellent technique as it maintains the pupil’s interests regarding the book. This allows pupils to enjoy and interact with the activity. It gives a more hands on approach and gives the pupil’s the experience and opportunity to understand the history of Dewi Sant and what the leek represents. The story sack gains pupil’s imagination with giving out props throughout the session and bringing the history and story to life. Humanities are taught through educational visits. Again linking this to St David’s day, the class would visit a local shop (see appendice number 4). (School P, 2020) explains in their curriculum policy ‘The Humanities Area of Learning and Experience seeks to awaken a sense of wonder, fire the imagination and inspire learners to grow in knowledge, understanding and wisdom’. On our educational visit, pupils were given a number of Welsh items they had to independently problem solve, investigate and explore the shop and find each item. Some pupils had visual pictures, others had words. This links to the Donaldson successful future report. (Donaldson, 2018, p. 29) these experiences give the pupils the opportunity to be ‘ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives’. Another activity that promotes the Welsh culture is our Eisteddfod competition, the Eisteddfod is held through our St davids term. Every class competes through songs, dance, art exhibitions, poetry and much more. (See appendice number 5) in the classrooms setting, and due to the children’s abilities they have the opportunity to compete through art and modelling. According too (Donaldson, 2018, p, 38) ‘expressive arts provide opportunities to explore thinking, refine, and communicate ideas, engaging thinking, imagination and senses creatively. They also promote exploration of issues of personal and cultural identity’. That is exactly what the Eisteddfod does. (Curriculum Wales, 2015, p. 5) states ‘The Welsh Government’s overarching strategy document Rights to Action (2004), all children and young people must be provided with an education that develops their personality and talents to the full’. Again although our pupils aren’t able to compete through writing poems or singing songs, giving them the option to make a model or creating a piece of art gives each pupil the opportunity to explore with different textures, communicate their thoughts by choosing colours and patterns. Welsh colors are also taught in our art lessons using the visual pictures and having the Welsh word at the top and English word at the bottom enables the pupils to recognise and hear the colors in Welsh. The Welsh language and Welsh culture is also taught through a science and cookery lesson. (See appendice number 6) as a whole class pupils were given an option of two visual pictures, one was Leek soup, the following was Welsh cakes. The aim of this vote was that the highest vote would be the chosen item to cook. Welsh cakes gained the highest score and pupils with support had visual pictures to identify what items were needed to use and follow a recipe. Again this links to one of Donaldson’s purposes (Donaldson, 2018) ‘healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society are informed by knowledge of their bodies and the ecosystems around them, and of how technological innovations can support improvements in health and lifestyle’. In each cookery lesson, we aim to cook the item of food by afternoon snack therefore it gives the individuals a chance to explore and taste different foods. 
Another session is called Attention Autism. Attention Autism was created by a speech and language therapist called Gina Davies. (Gina Davies, 2020) believes ‘it aims to develop natural and spontaneous communication through the use of visually based and highly motivating activities’. (See appendice 7) Attention Autism has 3 stages, stage one is called ‘the bucket to focus attention’ the bucket has up to 15 playful items, each item is taken out of the bucket individually and presented to the pupils enthusiastically and aims to maintain the pupils attention. These items are linked to our termly themes therefore these toys would be anything to represent Wales. Once the pupils have maintained their focus for up to 15 items, the second stage is called ‘The attention builder’ (Attention Autism, 2020) explains the second stage is ‘highly appealing and visually stimulating practical activities are presented to the group by the adult leader. This stage aims to sustain concentration and attention for a longer period’. Promoting Wales’ Daffodil, the adult leader pours shaving foam into a plant pot then slots another plant pot onto the shaving foam to encourage the foam to flow through the holes at the bottom. This has to be visually appealing to maintain the individuals attention. Still promoting the Daffodil, stage 3 is the interactive game – turn taking and shifting attention. The adult learner participates in the first game to show the expectations of the game, then each pupil one by one takes part. This activity is to build a tall tower using the plant pots with daffodils attached to each pot, the pupil would then have to knock the tower down with a ball. (School P, 2020) explains in their Cwricwlwm Cymreig policy that ‘to make the learning of Welsh and Welsh culture successful lessons need to be a pleasurable, interesting and lively experience through song, dance, drama, games, stories and legends in addition to reflecting daily events and experiences’. And that is precisely what this session does, it gains the pupils attention and we’re able to deliver and teach the Welsh language and culture in a fun, simple and playful way for them all to understand. (Curriculum Wales, 2015, p. 5) states ‘The Welsh Government’s overarching strategy document Rights to Action (2004), all children and young people must be provided with an education that develops their personality and talents to the full. Welsh is implemented through numeracy (see appendice 8) referring to the what matters statement (Gov. Wales, 2020) describes the area of Numeracy and Mathematics as ‘Geometry focuses on relationships involving shape, space and position, and measurement focuses on quantifying phenomena in the physical world.’ Pupils are given a tray with Welsh objects, numbers are placed in the tray and pupils need to position the correct amount of Welsh objects on each card. Pupils are also expected to verbally say each number in both English and Welsh, but if the individual isn’t able to their then presented the same number card for them to match whilst the adult verbally says the number each time. 





If the Welsh language wasn’t made compulsory to teach from the age of 3 in Wales, it would be interesting to see how many English schools would teach the language. It’s important to teach the Welsh language and Welsh culture in all schools throughout Wales as young people need to understand the significant change that has happened through many years. Young children need to understand how lucky they are compared to 70 years ago. I cannot believe the Welsh language was only made compulsory to teach across Wales in 1990, knowing up until 1850, 90% of the population spoke Welsh and comparing it to 2020 it’s disheartening to see a much lower percentage is speaking Welsh. Following Donldson’s what matters statement identity and belonging is promoted throughout all activities without us realising (Gov.Wales, 2020) suggests:
‘Languages connect us with people, places and communities. Meaningful learning experiences in a multilingual context go hand in hand with learning about one’s own cultural identity as well as the cultural identities of others. Engagement with this Area can therefore foster in learners pride in their sense of identity and belonging to Wales as well as the world’
and by teaching Welsh throughout all lessons, that is exactly what were doing. On one hand Jean Piaget believed (Mcleod, 2018)  ‘children construct an understanding of the world around them, then experience discrepancies between what they already know and what they discover in their environment’ whereas on the other hand John Dewey (Teaching Thought Staff, 2020) explains how Dewey argued ‘rather than the child being a passive recipient of knowledge, as was presumed by many educators of the time, children were better served if they took an active part in the process of their own learning’. Dewey’s theory is extremely relatable as all activities within School P’s environment are more hands on, I agree and believe individuals are more engaged, interested and want to know more when activities are more hands on.
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