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What is domiciliary care?
Domiciliary care involves giving support to people in their own homes instead of a hospital or care home. It is often used by older people, people with disabilities, or those with health conditions. Care workers help with daily tasks like personal care, preparing meals, and taking medication. This type of care allows people to stay independent and continue living at home.

Types of domiciliary care
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Benefits of domiciliary care
· Supports independence
· Comfortable home environment
· Personalised care
· Improves quality of life
· Reduces hospital visits 
 Challenges
· Staff shortages
· Limited funding
Conclusion
Domiciliary care helps people live independently at home. It improves their quality of life and provides important daily support.
Role of care workers
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Who uses domiciliary care
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Element 2
Pharmacy Services in the UK
Pharmacy services have existed for a long time, but their role has changed a lot. In the past, pharmacists mainly focused on preparing and giving medicines prescribed by doctors. However, with the development of the National Health Service (NHS) in 1948, pharmacy services became more organised and accessible to the public (NHS, 2023). Over the years, pharmacists have taken on more responsibilities, such as giving health advice, supporting people with long-term conditions, and providing services like vaccinations (NHS England, 2024).
Pharmacy services in the UK play an important role in the healthcare system today. Community pharmacies are easily accessible and provide a wide range of services. These include dispensing prescriptions, giving advice on minor illnesses, and supporting people with long-term conditions such as diabetes or asthma. Pharmacists can also offer services such as blood pressure checks, flu vaccinations, and emergency contraception (NHS England, 2024). This helps reduce pressure on GP services and hospitals.
Pharmacy services provide many benefits to patients and the healthcare system. They are easy to access and help people get advice quickly without needing to visit a GP. This improves access to care and supports early treatment of minor conditions. In addition, pharmacy services help reduce the pressure on hospitals and GP services, which is very important in the UK healthcare system (NHS England, 2024).
However, there are also some challenges. One main issue is staff shortages, which can affect the quality and speed of services. Some pharmacies are very busy, which may limit the time pharmacists can spend with each patient. There are also concerns about funding and increasing demands, as pharmacists are expected to take on more responsibilities without always having enough resources (The King’s Fund, 2023).
Another important issue is the increasing role of pharmacists in providing clinical services. While this improves access to healthcare, it also requires additional training and skills. Some pharmacists may feel under pressure to meet these expectations, especially in busy community pharmacies. This can affect the quality of care if there is not enough time or support available for staff.

Pharmacy services also have a positive impact on patients’ daily lives. Many people rely on pharmacies as their first point of contact for healthcare advice. This is especially important for older people and those with long-term conditions, who may need regular support and medication. Easy access to pharmacy services helps to improve health outcomes and supports independent living.
Pharmacy services also have an important function in supporting health and preventing illness. Pharmacists can offer advice on healthier lifestyles, such as stopping smoking, keeping a healthy weight, and lowering alcohol consumption. These services help prevent diseases and reduce long-term pressure on healthcare services (Public Health England, 2022).
In addition, digital developments are becoming more common in pharmacy services. For example, electronic prescriptions and online consultations allow patients to access medication and professional advice more quickly. This improves efficiency and helps communication between patients and healthcare professionals (NHS, 2023).
Pharmacy services continue to change in response to the needs of society, especially with the increasing number of people living with long-term conditions. This shows their importance in providing accessible and effective healthcare within the community.
Pharmacy services are likely to continue developing in the future to meet increasing healthcare needs and support public health more effectively.
In conclusion, pharmacy services in the UK have developed a lot over time and now play an important role in supporting public health. They improve access to care, reduce pressure on other healthcare services, and help people manage their health more effectively. However, challenges such as staff shortages and limited resources need to be addressed so that the service can continue to meet the needs of the population.
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