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ECAD5005 – The Visual and Expressive Arts in Wales




Assignment Title: Create a thematic resource that is suitable for teachers to use as an inspiration for children’s learning (either 3 – 7 or 7 – 11yr olds) in a modern curriculum context. Choose a modern artefact as a basis to the work. The resource could include music, drama, dance, art, design, film and/or media activities. Justify your reasoning with references to theorists and relevant current research.




The main purpose of this assignment is to show the relevance of teaching and learning through the visual arts.  The main structure of the essay is to look at a modern Welsh artefact and use within the teaching of the expressive arts, linking the activities to other subjects or areas.  The essay will have relevant documents and legal government documents to support the importance of creativity in learning, it will look in depth at various different theorists and show a critical analysis using the information that will be found from wider reading and a range of resources.  

Creativity is allowing the person or child to freely use their imagination to create something new and innovative without being given a guide on how it looks.  There are many similar theories which support creativity in school these are Maria Montessori, Jean Piaget, John Dewy, Lev Vygotsky and the Reggio Amelia approach these theories are all about how creativity enables children to learn and also to learn through play and expressive arts allowing the children to explore their imagination.  The Reggio Amelia approach is essential in supporting creativity as the approach is influenced by the theory of Lev Vygotsky, which is how children build relationships with their environment and the people in their lives.  It is also very similar to the theories of Jean Piaget, Maria Montessori and Jerome Bruner.  Reggio Amelia lets the children lead the learning and they can move around freely within the school and pick what they want to learn as the teachers stand back and observe the learning. 
(Cadwell, 1997)

There are advantages of the Reggio Amelia approach these are that approach lets the child think of what they are doing in more depth, it lets them explore their imagination letting creativity be the front of what they are trying achieve. The teachers work together and get the children to learn how to work together when working on different projects.  They have specialised people such as artists who come once week to teach the children so they are getting taught by experts in that field, they can work on theme from a week up to three or more months it all depends on the child and it is child lead learning.  There however some negatives with this approach, teachers feel there is a loss of control in their classroom to some extent.  Teachers are used to looking at curriculum and moving on when they are told too but with Reggio Emilia they move on when the child is ready which can be very challenging for the teacher as some children will not be ready and then you have many children on different learning areas.  Looking at education in the future we can use some the Reggio Amelia approach within the new curriculum and use some of their good points such as moving on when the child is ready as the new Successful Futures document says one continuum of learning. 
(Valentine, 2006)

Sir Ken Robinson’s talks are famous for teaching the important of creativity within in school and have had millions of views online.  He thinks that schools today are stuck in the old Victorian way of teaching from a book and following a certain way of teaching which leave the children being grouped at the end.  His most famous talk is called ‘Do schools kill creativity?’ which he discusses the positives of creativity having the child to be independent and have their own voices and express their ideas, research has shown children become better at problem solving as they are able to think for themselves, the student is less stressed about exams and feel they have the freedom to express their ideas without being told ‘no’.
(Robinson and Aronica, 2016)

On the contrary there however limitations to creativity which it can be very time consuming to teach and for the children to be able to succeed in society if that is if society does not change and support creativity within the schools across the world. 
(Higonia, 2018)

Albert Einstein made a statement previously saying that 
"Imagination is more important than knowledge. For knowledge is limited, whereas imagination embraces the entire world, stimulating progress, giving birth to evolution."
(Optimize - Your potential. Actualized., 2018)

This relates very much to the primary educational system as children love to play and explore using their imagination, this keep this keeps the child engaged in the activity that they are doing as they are intrigued and being innovative to learn new skills.  The teacher is responsible for keeping the child engaged in their activity but also making sure they give the child time to think and learn in their own way.  Looking at the National Curriculum you can make links to the subjects while using creativity in these other subjects and then the child does not even realise that they are doing maths, English they just think they are having fun.  It is now highly recommended teachers have creativity in the educational system as there is new curriculum coming into place in Wales called ‘Successful Futures’ which was created by Professor Graham Donaldson from Scotland.  
The main purpose of the new curriculum ‘Successful Futures’ in Wales is to focus on the importance of family and community.  Encouraging schools to work with parents/guardians and their local communities and enable them to help contribute to their local school and their children.  The curriculum’s main goal is for all children to confident, successful learners, be effective contributors and to be responsibilities. It is essential we look at this curriculum as it will be in schools in Wales as of 2020.  Although it has been slowly introduced to some schools and the pioneer schools across the country. 
(The Welsh Government, 2015)

The curriculum in Scotland called ‘The Curriculum for Excellence’ has been running from 2010.  Looking into this curriculum will give a guidance on how the future will look in Wales.  There are many benefits of this curriculum it allows the children to be creative, children can learn in a more fun but also better way than before, they can learn at their own pace, it will be cross-curricular way of teaching and the teaching is constructivist approach to learning.  The impact on change is the time it takes to put in place, new teaching for teachers and also it will making marking and assessments to track progress harder for some teachers.
(The Scottish Government, 2008)

The chosen Welsh artefact is Rosemary Burton’s painting of the Poppy in order for the remembrance for the soldiers who died fighting in World War one and two.  This piece of work will link well the theme of the term which is World War, this will include work from the YCC as the artist is Welsh and the children will explore local areas and see what they can learn from their area. This topic will have cross-curricular approach to teaching. (See Appendix 1 & 2 for the chosen artefact and background information)
The plan of the approach to teaching this topic can be seen by the mind map, mind maps can be completed on paper or computer based it works by writing down ideas in sections around the focus point which is in the middle.  It helps the learner to focus on key points without losing the focus point. There are positives of this which are they can be flexible and used for anything, it’s a free flow design of the person’s ideas and thoughts and they are easy to create and are often very clear to the person who wrote it, the limitations of mid mapping are that it can be time consuming to create but also it can be hard for some people to think of putting their ideas into the different sections. (See Appendix 3, 4 & 5 for the development of mind maps)

Activity One
The lesson will mainly focus on the creative strand of art and photography.  The children will activate their prior knowledge based upon previous lessons about the importance of the poppy for remembrance of the wars.  The children will watch a quick power point on how to create a silhouette this so they can visualise what they end result would look like and have an idea what is expected from. (See Appendix 6 for the Silhouette Power Point). For this task, the children will have previously looked at Martin Barraud a Welsh silhouette artists work.  He created made a visit in the last lesson and taught the children about silhouettes.  So, knowing the information beforehand will help them with future work for this topic develop some skills such fine motor as they need to be careful when creating these silhouettes.  Looking at the PowerPoint and also Martin Barraud’s work will help the children have ideas and help them to create their own silhouette. (See Appendix the 7 for the Web page) the children will look at this to see how he has displayed his work in relation to remembrance.  The children will learn about science within the task as they will need to understand how the silhouette works using light and dark, shadows and they will develop knowledge of a different form of art called negative art.  They will gain new skills and ranges within the science curriculum during the whole activity.  (See Appendix 8 for Science Curriculum.  Skills and range highlighted) The children will begin the task with a brainstorm based on what they children know the children will discuss what their silhouette will like in the end.  Some of the ideas were a poppy or a solider from the war, children will think of their own ideas.  Next the task will be to draw out their design within a circle.  Lastly the children will create their silhouette with the materials that were given when they have finished the design they are required to put in on the window so we can make it work when it is sunny or light outside as the light shining through will create the silhouette look.  The children work will be on display in the window for the term so parents and peers can come and see what they have been learning.  After the term end children are able to take their designs home.  
     The rationale for teaching art and photography is stated by Taylor and Andrews (2012) “Visual images such as art can be seen as a powerful form of language”.  When children engage with art it makes them have deeper thoughts and think of different ways to approach things, art gives children in school the opportunity to explore and express how they feel without verbalising it.  It gives them new experience and skills to learn with can go towards helping them in the future. (See appendix 9 Art Curriculum – Skills and range highlighted)
Art has been known to benefit the children in school in many ways.  Art has a great advantage for them as it develops the thought process and helps develop their imagination, develops various different techniques whether it be performing or displays of their it allows them to show how they feel it can develop younger children’s fine and gross motor skills too.  Children also love having fun and creating they thrive on using the imagination. 
(Holt, 1997)

Although art within school does have limitations as art can be seen as not as important as the core subjects therefor is often overlooked.  Art projects in school can see as expensive programmes to run, art supplies in school can cost a lot of money more than that of core subjects such maths.  Many people think the money should be spent on English and maths and now in the present-day technology as a major role within the curriculum.  As now many schools now have iPad’s, computers and other devices to help develop children.  Schools now have more of a focus on STEM –  Science, Technology, Engineering and Math as they are much cheaper to run and there is more of focus from the majority of governments.
(Kramer, 2001)

This lesson has a cross curricular approach to learning as it will link to design and technology, also to Literacy/English and also the Curriculum Cymreig.  (See Appendix 10 for the Design and Technology key points highlighted) This activity will work for additional learning needs ALN as the children that are lower attaining will get some extra support with teaching assistants and have simpler design to draw and they will be given a template so they can trace the picture if they prefer to do that.  This piece of work will show a differentiation of learning which will help the lower attaining children keep up with the work that is set and make sure they are not getting worried about the work.  Children will gain new skills during this activity that they can then use in later life or different areas within the school the skills and range met by the children will be part of the LNF, YCC frameworks.  (See Appendix 11 LNF Framework and Appendix 12 for YCC)



Activity Two 
Design & Technology (Strand - Textiles).  (See Appendix 13 – Design and Technology frame work) Children would have previous background knowledge of Rosemary Burton as she came into school to do work with the children on a previous lesson, they will have some knowledge of WW one and two as this has been the topic for the term.  The children will know the importance of the poppy for remembrance and they will be asked to create their own poppy with a variety of different materials such as recycled materials (ESDGC - See Appendix 13).  Children will explore different areas of design and technology such as texture, tones, patterns, sculpting as in the previous lesson the children found an art project up in St Eleth church in Amlwch which is founded and created by Miriam Sanders. The group crocheting poppies to create their own art installation which features a flowing river effect.  This project was made by people in the local community and the crochet 24,000 poppies and displayed them on the tower of the church covering the tower completely.  For this task, the children will begin by a classroom discussion to recap what they already know and small they will be able to a 10-minute research using the chrome books to gain some ideas of how they can display their poppies when they have made them.  After the children will then decide how they will display them (decided to display on the wall of the playground). The children will start making their poppies some decided to have a go on crochet, some used old recycled material such plastic bottles, buttons cling film, foil, paint some children have used wood and drawn their poppies on and using materials to add colour and then some have used the computers to design online poppies.  Cross Curricular Link are - English for discussion and group work, ICT Use of the chrome books for research and design, YCC Using their own culture and based on a Welsh designer. (See Appendix 14 for the English framework. 15 for the ICT framework. 16 for the YCC. 17 For Template of the crochet poppy on the following page.)




Activity Three 
Physical Education.  This activity is based on last lesson where the class visited the local military base to have a taster of the soldier’s uniform, what their barracks would have looked like and how they would have done their drills.  The children also got to hold wooden weapons which were based on the weight of real weapons and also a bag full of various item the solider would have had to see if they could carry all the items whilst wearing the uniform.  This p.e lesson the children start by getting ready for p.e.  The children will start by doing some drills that the did while on the trip, such as marching.  One children will be the commander in charge and give the following commands to the children to see they can listen, attention, at-ease, march and then halt.   After the drill, we will discuss as a class how the solider must have felt in the war and what they thought of the drills/exercise at the time and say how times have changed now.  The second challenge is to split the teams in half one at one end and one at the other end.  The person at the back has to crawl through their teams, legs until they get to the front. (This is to represent what it was like in the trenches).  When the person gets to the front the next person will go until the person at the back is back to where they started.  The last challenge is to spilt into two teams. Those two teams will then be spilt, into half again with one at the start and the other at the end. The two teams will race against the other like a relay.  Two soldier’s uniforms will be placed on the floor in the middle and also placed neatly as if the solider was laying on the floor.  In their teams then they race to the middle put one piece of clothes on and then get to the half of the team and take it off and it on someone in their team when the item is on the next person will go until all the clothes have gone then they will race back to the middle take the item off and but it back neatly in the correct order.  When all the clothes are back the whole team circle around their uniform and stand attention quietly, first team to do that wins.  Cross - Curricular, English discussion and teamwork, History - the items the solider would have worn and PSE - How the solider felt during this time. YCC - Visit to the local military base.

For activities, the teacher will use the AFL (assessment for learning) strategy called ‘Pose, Pause, Bounce and Pounce’.  This strategy has been effective in my personal experience as a trainee teacher.  Pose, Pause, Bounce and Pounce is simply a questioning technique which helps the teacher to know if the children are unstarting what is required of them and it helps when differentia of work to the attainment groups.  Pose is when you give the children the context of what they are learning, Pause the class then has time to think, time depends on the type of question if the question is short then less time given, if the question is long then the class have more time to think.  Bounce – the teacher then picks a pupil to answer, the teacher will know who to ask first and don’t move to another student until that one answers. When they answer we ‘pounce’ ask another child and then it keeps going one until the class have answered the question.  It works well as students need to think for themselves and have the time to think of the answer first although the downside to this AFL strategy is that pupils may be shy and not want to answer and may even cause some pupils to have anxiety as they really do not want to answer.   
(McGill, 2011)


All three of these activities have LNF framework, their chosen subject area, AFL strategy and then the YCC framework.  The LNF is vital in a child’s development but is not necessarily the most important. It is important that teachers have the understanding and the background knowledge of these core subjects and national literacy and numeracy framework as they are responsible for the development of future and current children, they need to be able share information about this framework with other schools in their area so they are expected to understand and teach it so that they can collaborate together.  The LNF has to be taught within the curriculum it has been compulsory since September 2013.  The LNF is provided for schools to show how the children will learn and develop their numeracy and literacy skills from the ages of three up until they finish school. The school will set outcomes each year and then each child should have shown some progression throughout the school year.  The LNF works in a positive way as it helps teachers to monitor and assess children and then write up an annual report to help them progress in their development.  It shows the learners who need extra and help and support possibly with some intervention.  Ensures all learners get the same access to quality of knowledge and understanding. It integrates literacy and numeracy into other areas/subjects which will benefit children as there is big emphasis on the cross curricular approach to learning.  It does however have it limitations as results show that Wales is behind the standard and lower than most UK countries.  
(Welsh Government, 2013)

Evidence to back is up is a report carried out Estyn.  Estyn found “standards of pupils’ literacy were “much the same” in schools surveyed in 2014 as they were in 2012 and embedding the LNF had been modest and slower than expected”.  The have reported that tracking some pupils progress is still under developed in the majority of the schools and the various ways to help pupils with their writing is not put into practice in most schools.  Statistics shown in the report show that schools are not pushing more the able pupils to the best of their abilities according to test results for the national tests. 
(ESTYN, 2016)

Curriculum Cymreig (YCC) is a very important aspect of Welsh culture.  The main purpose of this document in education is that it aims to help develop children’s understanding about welsh life in past, present and also in the future and help feel a sense of belonging.  It has five main areas of coverage which are the environment, the historic aspect, linguistic/language, economic and then the cultural.  This is very important in English medium schools and Welsh schools as it helps develop children’s language skills and for them to get to know and understand the country that they live in.  The new Estyn report states that pupils have change to explore their sense of Welshness.  Although the teacher needs to be wary of stereotyping Welsh people and objects when teaching the children about their culture.  

Theorist John Dewy and Piaget support expressive art subjects such music, art, drama design and technology and physical education in schools has they believe it lets children express how they feel and helps their mental health as today many children are suffering with mental health issues. Dewy (2005) believed “every person is capable of being an artist, living an artful life of social interaction that benefits and thereby beautifies the world”. 
More evidence for this is that of the theorist Lev Vygotsky as he 
 “regards the creative process of the human consciousness, the link between emotion and thought, and the role of the imagination”. 
(Connery, John-Steiner and Marjanovic-Shane, 2010)

Craft (2002) argues a case that creativity is not education according to evidence found that states “Thus it may be that the fostering of teaching for creativity, creative learning and teaching creatively, are limited by a centrally controlled approach to pedagogy in some school years or contexts”. 


To conclude the essay the main purpose of this assignment has shown the relevance of teaching and learning through the visual arts.  It shows the importance of the activities to other subjects or areas linking relevant documents and legal government documents to support the importance of creativity in learning, there has been a critical analysis of theorists and they support or disagree with the key point.  Shown knowledge of the information and wider reading and a range of resources.  Looking to the future of teaching and Donaldson’s new ‘successful futures’ curriculum I think we take certain aspects of the national curriculum forward and combine both for the best result.  Listening to the child and moving at their pace so no child gets left behind and struggles academically and mentally.  The curriculum needs a changeup looking into the future many children are feeling pressure with test and then struggling with mental health as there is too much focus on the core subjects and not enough on the wellbeing aspect of learning.  It will also look at the art the seriousness that it deserves and ignoring it as children need to express how they feel and explore their imagination and creativity. 
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APPENDIX GA36b

LEVEL 5 ASSESSMENT SPECIFICATION

Student name: Student ID number:
Programme: BA Primary Education with QTS
Module: The Visual and Expressive Arts in Wales
) Contribution o
Module code: ECADS5005 oo oduta | 100%
Assessment (%):
Lecturer: Miss Heddwen D: Internal Verifier: | Miss  Heddwen
Davies
Assignment Titl Create a thematic resource that is Word count (or
‘sui(i?b\e‘fnr (Ezch.ers to use as»an equivalent):
inspiration for children’s learning
(either 3-7 or 7-11yrolds) ina Equivalent to 4,000
modern curriculum words.
context. Choose a modern
artefact as a basis to the work.
The resource could include music,
drama, dance, art, design, film
and/or media activities.
Justify your reasoning with
references to theorists and
relevant current research.
4-6pm hard copy CJ 1 Retun date of | Hard copy between
) i provisional marks |35 & Tumn itin
23:59pm turn it in & written feedback: | from 5pm.
12" of November, 2018 11"December,
2018.

Submission

Al writien assessments, where practical and possible, must be SUbmtied via
Tunitin unless otherwise instructed by the Lecturer. (Please DO NOT put this
assessment specification into Turnitin or it will match many similarities with
other students’ submissions.)

Alternative submission method (if applicable):

Late submission of the assessment will result in a late penalty mark.
Penalties for late submission: Up to one week late, maximum mark of 40%.
Over one week late, 0%. Only the Extenuating Circumstances Panel may
approve a change to submission dates.

Academic
honesty /
referencing:

Academic honesty is required. In the main body of your submission you must
give credit to authors on whose research and ideas your work is based.
Append to your submission a reference list that indicates the books, articles,
etc. that you have used, cited or quoted in order to complete this assessment.
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Wodule Learning Outcomes
(from module syllabus)

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
LO 1: recognise the contribution of cultural, economic, environmental, historical and linguistic
characteristics of Wales to pupils’ learning and appreciation of the creative arts;

L0 2: plan effectively for the teaching of art, design and technology, music and physical education
in the context of Y Cwricwlwm Cymrei

L03: evaluate the contribution made by ind
heritage both past and present;

uals to our understanding of Welsh culture and

L04: organise their knowledge and learning through the use of a range of information sources
and present their work at the appropriate level.

TASK DESCRIPTION

1.7h

an individual piece of work

2. You need to show how investigating the visual and expressive arts can enhance children’s learning

3. Choose your modern artefact carefully (thinking of the children’s age/ experience)
4. By choosing your modern artefact ensure that a consideration for Cwricwiwm Cymreig has been provided.
5. The work should give a rationale for the age group chosen

6. Ensure you include references to current educational issues where appropriate

7. Provide good examples of artists from Wales that may influence the content of the resource. Discuss how,

9. Explain the age range and needs of the pupils detailing this information in your planning

10. Ensure planning includes at least three of the Expressive Arts subject areas as experienced in the module.

11. Graphs, photographs, thinking maps etc can be included where appropr

12. Links should be made to WG documentation and theor

In particular documents such as ‘Well-being’,
“Creativitiy’ & Cwricwlwm Cymreig’
13. Consider the wider benefits and effects of teact

g the Arts

a Primary School

14.Include a bibliography as evidence of wider reading

15. Include an appendix of additional evidence where appropriate (ensure links are made within the main body to

the appendices)

Indication of word:

introduction : 500 - 700 words. Main body : 2,500 - 2,900. Conclusion : 600 - 800
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STUDENT FEEDBACK FORM

This section det

the extent to which the assessment criteria are demonstrated by you, which in tum determines

your mark. The marks available for each category of skill are shown. Lecturers will use the space provided to

‘comment on the achievement of the task(s), including those areas
would benefit from developmentimprovement.

which you have performed well and areas that

3

Generic Assessment Criteria i 3
i

1. Engagement with Literature SKills

2. Knowledge and Understanding S 20

3. Cognitive and Intellectual SKills 20

4. Practical Application SKills 20

5. Transferable SKills for Life and Professional Practice 20

Assessment Mark (nssessment marks aro suboct o ratficaton tthe oo b esion Penaltes (ek F

Exam Board. These commanis and marks ar t aio foecback on modulo work %

Up to 1 week ate (% vz

‘and aro fo guidance only unl they are confirmod. ) [

Over 1 woek ate (0%,
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