A study to determine the amount of Long-tailed tits in Kilvey forest/hill
Research questions
1. What is the current population of Long-tailed tits (Aegithalos caudatus) in Kilvey forest?
2. How does this population differentiate between 5 years ago and the present year?
3. What prey is in Kilvey Woods that is attracting them?

The site
Kilvey Woods is situated in Swansea, Wales close to Kilvey Hill and is owned by Swansea council.
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Factors
· available shelter,
· season,
· altitude,
· climate,
· habitat,
· presence or absence of roads/buildings/etc.

The survey will take place in the winter month of February as from a bird list for Kilvey Woods/hill it has been shown that a vast amount of long-tailed tits (Aegithalos caudatus) are seen in February. Due to the survey being done in the winter, it is more likely that the weather conditions will be dry for the day of surveying which will make it easier to get results and more potential for the long-tailed tits to be around. 
In Kilvey forest there is a path running through the middle of the forest which may make it less likely that long-tailed tits will come out as people may be walking around. There is also a main road above the forest which may scare away birds from the area as cars are loud. This is why when the survey is happening we will go further into the forest further away from the path and road to make it more likely that long-tailed tits will be around.
We will look for shelters and nests for the long-tailed tits which would be found through previous studies on long-tailed tits to figure out where they make their nests. From a source, it is found that long-tailed tits nest are most commonly found in dense vegetation such as hedges and brambles. So, when we do the survey we will be looking for dense vegetation to have a higher chance of finding long-tailed tits.
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	Year
	No. of wild-tailed tits

	2024
	5

	2023
	8

	2022
	12

	2021
	16

	2020
	14
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