8 	Conclusion: 9-11 and Islam Today

Several of the themes discussed in this module have implications in relation to the events of 11th September 2001 (henceforth ‘9-11’) and its aftermath; for example: the media responses and representation of Islam; how these events are discussed in educational contexts; the application of the Internet as a means of disseminating different perspectives on the implications for Muslims in Britain. The attacks on the World Trade Center, the Pentagon, and the downing of United Airlines Flight 93 in Pennsylvania have had a resonance in terms of how Islam Today is interpreted, especially associated with relations between ‘Islam’ and ‘the west’ following the subsequent campaigns in Afghanistan (2001-) and Iraq (2003-), as well as a reconfiguring of relations between and within Muslim contexts and ‘the west’. This also has to be seen in the light of events such as the London 7-7 bombings (2005). It will only be with the benefit of a greater distance of time from events that a clearer picture emerges of the overall historical impact of 9-11.  

Exercise

For the purpose of this module, as a concluding ‘drawing together’ exercise, using the Internet take a look at the following sites and reading. Provide a summary of the significance of 9-11, and the representation of Muslim opinions:

Muslims Against Terrorism
http://www.islamfortoday.com/terrorism.htm 

Alan Godlas, ‘Jihad, War, Terrorism, and Peace in Islam’
http://www.uga.edu/islam/jihad.html#911
Gary R. Bunt, “Studying Islam after 9-11”, PRS-LTSN Journal, 1, 2, 2002, http://prs.heacademy.ac.uk/view.html/prsdocuments/65 
Concluding Comment to Module

Islam Today has sought to identify some of the key issues associated with the study of Islam in contemporary contexts. Whether this is the only ‘Islam’ related module you will study, or an entry point into further studies, it is hoped that – whatever your own belief perspective - this has encouraged further reading and observation in this area. As will have been seen from this module, it is a substantial academic area in its own right, with many pathways and options to follow.  Some of these are represented in other modules on the MA Islamic Studies programme.  Please do not hesitate to provide feedback to the writer of the module, Gary R. Bunt, as this helps inform further module design (and re-configuration).  
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