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Claudian: Volcano-giant and grove passages

NB Volcanoes in antiquity mythologically linked to giants buried underneath (Claudian has Aetna
on top of Enceladus and Typhoeus under Inarime).

Q: Claudian works with gigantomachic material that appeared in the Persephone myth before but
expands. What is Claudian trying to do? What are the associations of gigantomachic material?

Many references to Gigantomachy and Titanomachy (confused by this point) in the DRP.

1.42-7 (Dis’ anger almost unleashes war) “The elements, once again fighting with resisting matter,
would have almost broken their bond, and the young Titans, their prison torn open within the depths
and their chains unloosed, would have seen the light of heaven, and again bloody Aegaeon would
have thrown off the knotted ropes from his enlarged body and battered at the thunderbolts hurled at
him with the blows of his hundred hands.”

1.66 (One of the Fates to Dis) “Why do you give the sinful Titans access to the airs of heaven?”

1.142-59 (Sicily description): “Trinacria was once a conjoined part of Italy, but sea and time have
changed the lie of the land. Victorious Nereus burst his boundaries and washed between the severed
mountains with his waters, and a small division keeps apart these kindred countries. Now Nature has
set against the sea that three-pronged island that is broken from its related ground: at one point the
headland of Pachynus spits back from its jutting cliffs the fury of the lonian Sea; at another Gaetulian
Thetis barks and, rising up, batters the curving arms of Lilybaeum; at another the raging Tyrrhenian,
indignant at being restrained, shakes the barrier of Pelorus. In the middle Aetna stretches out with its
charred crags, Aetna which will never keep silence about the triumphs over the Giants, the pyre of
Enceladus, who, with his wounded back fast bound, breathes exhaustless sulphur from his flaming
wound, and whenever with rebellious neck he shifts his burden on to his right or left side, then the
island is plucked from its foundations and swaying cities totter together with their fortifications.”

2.21-3 Pallas Athena's helmet (like references to Gorgon at 2.26 + 2.205f. “Now Pallas uncovered the
Gorgon's face”, “Iam Gorgonis ora revelat / Pallas) evoke her participation in the fight against the
giants: 2.21-6: “Tritonia on her tawny bronze helmet bore an engraved Typhon, whose upper body was
slain while his lower parts still thrived, part dying and part surviving; her spear, rising with terrible iron
through the clouds, had the size of a tree; only the hissing neck of the Gorgon she shaded by spreading
before it her gleaming robe.”

2.156-62 (Dis seeking way to earth to abduct Proserpina): “And now the ruler of souls was seeking
his way through the shadowy labyrinth beneath the earth and was trampling over groaning Enceladus
with his heavy steeds. His chariot-wheels sliced the enormous limbs and the giant struggled at
bearing Sicily along with Dis upon his crushed neck and tried to stir feebly and entangle the axle
with his weary serpents; the smoking wheel-rim slid forward over his sulphurous back.”

2.255-9 (Proserpina to Dis) “By what crime have I stirred such great anger in you? I did not bear
standards against the gods when Phlegra was raging with fierce uproar; nor was it by my strength
that icy Ossa carried frosty Olympus.”

3.122f. Ceres makes Enceladus reference (“Because of the groaning and nearby flames of
Enceladus, our shelter cannot go unmentioned.”)

3.182-88 Titans etc: Ceres, in ignorance of her daughter’s whereabouts, says:

“Does my husband still rule or do the Titans possess heaven? What hand has dared this, while the
Thunderer is alive? Have Typhon's shoulders burst open Inarime? Has Alcyoneus shattered the
structure of Vesuvius' ridge and sped on foot through the still waters of the Tyrrhenian Sea? Or has
my neighbour Aetna brought forth Enceladus from its convulsed jaws? Or perhaps the hundred
swarming hands of Briareus have attacked my dwelling?”

3.196-201 nurse to Ceres: “Would that the insane battle-line of giants had caused this destruction!
Common troubles are lighter to bear. But the goddesses and, what you would least expect, her own
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sisters have conspired only too well to ruin us. It is the plotting of the gods above that you behold,
the wounds of sisterly envy. Heaven has been more hostile towards us than Phlegra!”

3.332-62 (Grove with giants' spoil): “There was a grove near the River Acis, which shining Galatea
often prefers to the sea and cleaves with her beauteous swimming—a grove of thick foliage, which
covered as far as possible the peaks of Aetna with interwoven branches. It is there that father Jupiter
is said to have laid down his bloody aegis and brought his captured booty after the battles. The wood
exults in the spoils of Phlegra and victory clothes all the forest. Here hang the gaping jaws, here the
monstrous hides of the giants, faces nailed to tree-trunks still threaten cruelly, the enormous bones
of serpents whiten everywhere in bloodless heaps, and the stiff skins smoke from many thunderbolts;
there is no tree which does not boast of some great name: this one supports with difficulty on its
bending foliage the drawn swords of hundred-handed Aegaeon; that one exults in the leaden-grey
plunder of Coeus; this one bears up the arms of Mimas; the spoils of Ophion weigh down these
branches. But a silver fir, taller than all the trees and casting a broad shade, bears the smoking trophies
of Enceladus himself, the supreme king of the earth-born giants, and it would fall, burdened by the
weight, but that a nearby oak props up its weariness. Thence comes the awe and divinity of the place,
and the old age of the grove is spared, and it is considered a sin to damage the trophies of heaven.
No Cyclops dares to pasture his sheep there or injure the trees, and Polyphemus himself flees from
the sacred shade.

But Ceres was not hindered by this. She was actually fired by the sanctity of the spot and brandished
her axe aggressively, even ready to strike Jupiter himself; she hesitated whether to cut down pines or
rather to lay low knotless cedars, and investigated manageable trunks and the line of the upright stem,
testing out the branches with an assured force.”



