


This essay will be discussing the effect on local communities from anti-social behaviour regarding how a previous case has shaped the current policing approach towards dealing with this sort of crime. It is stated by College of Policing, (2023) that anti-social behaviour occurs when harassment, alarm or any kind of distress is caused for an individual such as intimidation. This can fall into three different categories such as harassment that is targeted towards one individual. It can fall into the category of nuisance anti-social behaviour that affects the local community such as drug misuse or incidents such as littering that affects the environment. According to Rodger, (2012) the social structures and value orientations must be changed within communities to prevent the significant increase of anti-social behaviour. Therefore, this essay will explore how the social structures are impacting victims in these local communities and how the police are responding to the crimes being committed by individuals.  
The impact of anti-social behaviour on victims and the local communities is factors such as living in fear and an increase in severe anxiety towards individuals. As a result of incidents re-occurring in local communities this raises concern associated with the risk of potential incidents being targeted towards another individual after witnessing it happening to others. This is reinforced by Heap, (2021) by stating that anti-social behaviour figures that have been experienced has increased to 39.6 percent. As a result, individuals in local communities tend to deal with additional emotional distress due to experiencing either first or second hand to these negative experiences. To ensure that victims and individuals within the local communities are satisfied with how the police deal with these situations it is essential that the individuals are being engaged with in a clear and correct manner. An example of how the local authorities and police force did not achieve this is the Fiona Pilkington case. It is stated by Williams, (2023) that within the Fiona Pilkington case there was no degree of support or protection measures for the victim's vulnerability. Within this case the local community and the victim was neglected by agencies and the police force that led to Fiona Pilkington and her daughter Francesca Hardwick's death. In 2007 after 10 years of abuse of anti-social behaviour from individuals within the community targeted towards her daughter's disability Fiona Pilkington saw that her only way out was taking her own life from setting fire to her car with her and her daughter inside of the car. This highlights the negative impact for individuals and the community because of anti-social behaviour and the lack of support from the police force. This is reinforced by Heap, (2018) with the issue of fear of rejection from victims that tend to not report every single incident. This results in lack of trust between individuals of the community and local communities that is a barrier between reducing the level of anti-social behaviour within communities.  
Another impact anti-social behaviour has on communities is the increase of concern that the public have towards crime. According to Bavington, (2021) because of the increase in anti-social behaviour crimes in local communities the public have raised many concerns about the safeguarding of individuals. It is also stated that local communities are suffering a large amount from the impact of shouting and inappropriate language from large groups of young individuals causing communities to be concerned with the use of violence being carried out. This reinforces that even minor anti-social behaviour offences are affecting communities physically and socially because of public places being unable to be used as their purpose because of youths gathering at these places. The Fiona Pilkington case supports this as this family raised numerous reports about their safety within this community as a result to the young individuals harassing them. The constant incidents that happened such as the 33 reports that were made by herself for example stones and eggs being thrown at her house. Brown & Evans, (2014) states that the repetitive incidents affect victims physical and mental well-being resulting from uncomfortable situations being the victim's normal reality. This is similar to Fiona Pilkington and her daughter becoming exposed to the fear daily. It is recognised that individuals such as Fiona Pilkington who reported these offences were less likely to be satisfied with the outcome of how the police force handled the situations. As a result, Fiona Pilkington saw no other reasonable outcome to dealing with the reality of being harassed, alarmed, and distressed. Brown & Evans, (2014) reinforce this by stating that 84% of individuals reporting an anti-social heavier incident believe that more should be done by local authorities. This highlights the concerns and lack of safety from victims and individuals from the community. This would ensure that incidents such as Fiona Pilkington would feel heard from local authorities rather than struggling to execute daily tasks that were unbearable to Fiona Pilkington without being harassed.  
When examining anti-social behaviour, it is essential for the police force as a whole to measure what approach is the most sufficient and appropriate to use. This entails looking at patterns of crime such as hot-spots and repeat victimisation. This is highlighted by Donoghue, (2013) by stating that an effective strategy the police complete is a victim risk assessment to determine if the victims are high risk or not for the individuals' wellbeing and vulnerability. As a result of the police force is previous actions to anti-social behaviour being ineffective police forces focused on the needs and patterns of crime towards repeat victims and the hotpots to where anti-social behaviour was carried out. The local councils became increasingly concerned with the action towards anti-social behaviour within local communities therefore, as a high priority crime the police force have focused on identifying the needs of high-risk victims by giving them support such as intervening after earlier crimes reported and assessing their needs. This is reinforced by the Fiona Pilkington case because she was a repeat victim of anti-social behaviour being targeted as a result of her disabled daughter. As a result of Pilkington's case being a repeat victim, this followed by a number of changes to the police force is actions towards dealing with such incidents as anti-social behaviour. As of this case there has been a change to looking at which category the victims fall into to ensure as little harm associated with the victim as possible. Therefore, factors such as mental health, disability and age are considered. This is reinforced by Hopkins-Burke & Hodgson, (2015) emphasising that the ambiguity and the constant actions towards repeat victims are intolerable. These positive changes to the victim's risk assessment have ensured a new and improved positive action that the police are taking to better local communities.  
According to Innes, (2004) a key matter to ensuring that the local community have trust in the police for their own safety is understanding how individuals define threats to their own security. Therefore, signal crime constitutes to effective and appropriate policing action by any anti-social incident causing the public’s behaviour to change as a regard to the safety of the local community. As a result of this these ‘signals’ affect how individuals might feel, behave, or even feel after the incidents have occurred. Evidentially, the police force is aware of these ‘signals’ effecting how the public are acting or thinking that allows them to put into effect the appropriate steps of enforcing their resources to these locations.  
Another example of this is the broken windows theory that illustrates that when the local community can visibly see incidents of anti-social behaviour this encourages further crime incidents. This is reinforced by Corsaro, et al., (2014) stating that the issue with anti-social behaviour is that police officers should be targeting individuals first initial crimes to improve the local community's crime rates. This constitutes for effective and appropriate police action for the reason that it allows the police force to focus on minor crimes that enables a ‘zero tolerance’ way of policing. By doing this rather than allowing the small crimes to lead into major crimes within communities it disrupts on this preventing the small crimes to lead to the major crimes. Therefore, this is effective for the reason that individuals are not worried for their safety.  
To ensure a successful prevention to anti-social behaviour numerous measures have been trialled and used from the police force as positive action. Hodgkinson & Tilley, (2007) states that pressure from the public to deal with anti-social behaviour has resulted in enforcement of Anti-Social Behaviour Orders. ASBO’s are orders that may be given to any individuals above the age of 10 that restrains the individual from attending a certain place to where they may have caused any harassment, alarm, or distress to individuals. Even though the aim for the ASBO is to reduce the number of crimes there is no sufficient evidence that this is successful to the reduction of anti-social behaviour crimes. This is highlighted by Brown, (2013) showing that ASBO are an effective form of deterrence for individual’s that commit the less serious anti-social crimes but on the other hand over using ASBO’s cause a tendency of misusing them. Therefore, because of overusing ASBO’s or misusing them it may cause a damaging reputation to the individual or individuals may not take them seriously.  
Another form of a successful prevention to anti-social behaviour is Community Protection Notice’s which are used to prevent individuals aged 16 and above to stop committing anti-social behaviour crimes. Rodgers, (2023) states this is an implementation that got introduced to England and Wales that was targeted towards the anti-social behaviour incidents that were persistent that would affect the individuals within the community negatively. The criteria that must be met before a CPN is given is that a Community Protection Warning must be placed by police officers and authorised individuals such as the local authority. This is a successful prevention that if had been given in place with the Pilkington case the severity of the incidents and outcome may have been resolved before it was too late. Matthews, (2007) evaluates the issues that occur with the ASBO’s when it comes to experiences from both the police forces and partnership agencies. He highlighted the variation of opinions towards them for example the positive effect it had on the victim's welfare and the concern about the suspects reaction and the negative effect this may have on them. He also stated the problem associated with the definition because many police officers had a concern regarding the overlap with issues that were defined as anti-social behaviour crimes that lead to confusion. 
The police force ensures an effective method of preventing and responding to anti-social behaviour in communities by partnership working. This consists of working with other agencies for identifying problems within the area by relying on them to use their specialism to solve and underlying problems. This is reinforced by Hansen, et al., (2014) when it is stated that partnerships involving research has encouraged a positive effect on police forces across the United Kingdom. This has had a positive effect on local communities and victims because of the reason that resources have been funded for the support of victims. As a result of this the research partnerships were able to highlight the issues regarding support that were needed for the victims within local communities. This is also reinforced by Krayer, et al., (2018) as it is stated that there is a potential for negative outcomes for individuals regarding their mental state if the partner agencies do not collaborate effectively. Therefore, the police forces were able to put in place further safeguarding measures such as emotional support or finding an appropriate place to stay especially for repeat victimisation. 
	It is highlighted by Harfield, (2013) that the most important aspect of policing is ensuring that the public are protected. This includes individuals in general and most importantly vulnerable individuals. This should be done by risk assessments and the evaluation of performances to improve the satisfaction by working with multi-agency partnership. This is enabled by the National Intelligence Model which evaluates and gathers information for police forces. On the other hand, the Pilkington case shows an example of when the police force was not effective with working with other partnership agencies. It was found that Leicestershire County council were un-successful with helping Fiona Pilkington's family. The reason for this is that the council and the police force did not make a referral from a professional for an assessment of Pilkington's state of mind.  
For the reason that cases such as the Pilkington case has affected the current and future trust between local communities and the police it is essential that police forces across the United Kingdom put procedures in its place. Hevi, et al., (2022) highlights the importance of community policing to gain the public’s trust. The reasoning for this is the individuals within the local community living with concern therefore, the rate of crimes increases as a result of lack of police engagement. A positive effect from the police forces to gain the public's trust is to make communities aware of the implementations of the shared goals making individuals feel more at ease. An example of how the police force should ensure trust between local communities. Muller, et al., (2022) reinforces this by stating that community engagement is a key deterrence for one of the main factors behind why anti-social incidents happen within local communities. By the police force engaging with the local community by attending community centres and becoming familiar with local business owners this will result in a level of trust between them and the police. Therefore, regular interactions with individuals within the community will start to highlight the issues as a result of sharing current concerns.  
An example of preventing and responding to crime in anti-social behaviour in communities effectively is introducing early interventions. This is reinforced by Maccarthy, (2011) by stating that early intervention projects are used by professionals to identify early on signs of anti-social behaviour within local communities. This is an effective form of engaging with the victims to the crime to tailor their needs to the support that may be given. As a result, to a main cause of anti-social behaviour being linked to criminalization of the working class this allows early interventions to be put in place to act as a deterrence. An example of this is to work closely to community centres, partnership plans along with any action plans that may be put in place. By doing these procedures they are able to be put in place to reduce anti-social behaviour such as powers being given to housing landlords for dealing with tenants that act in a disorderly manner. To reinforce this Stone, (2006) states that a crucial part of preventing crime is investigating into the current issues connected to crime. By doing this the police force are able to enforce and implement strategies as a form of responding to the crime. An effective form of enforcement was in Manchester 391 individuals were given ASBO’s out of 1045 in the United Kingdom that showed that there was a positive action coming from these for a large amount to be given to individuals. 
To conclude, after examining how anti-social behaviour affects local communities it is highlighted that there is a massive impact on the lives of victims and individuals within the communities. The case of Pilkington showed to have a major impact on the trust between the police force and organisations and individuals within the community. Therefore, examining the procedures the police forces now take after the Pilkington case shows a positive effect. 
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