	
	Target
	What I have done in this assignment to work on these targets 

	Target 1
	Proof-read work for errors
	Read through my work and used a thesaurus to improve my vocabulary. 

	Target 2
	To support key messages with research. Who agrees? Who disagrees?
	Found research that agreed and disagreed with my points. 

	Target 3
	To use a wide range of more appropriate sources
	Included a table to expand on my point.































Start at my Feet- Commentary
There are many opportunities and challenges in the schools and wider communities throughout Wales that influence teaching, learning and aspects of everyday life, these challenges effect the development of our next generation of children and what they are expected to aspire to with or without intervention.
Whilst attending my bridging school, I found that School A is located in a low-income area where unemployment and poorly paid jobs have an impact, SSCE Cymru (2022) quotes “The catchment area can be described as economically disadvantaged​ and is in a Communities First Area.” The Communities First project is a Welsh Government programme, which was aimed at 52 communities throughout Wales and aimed at reducing poverty and the unfortunate consequences it can have on a child’s wellbeing and development.
There are many challenges that school A faces, some of these are children’s attendance levels, unruly or inappropriate behaviour, a poor relationship between the school and the children’s family as some parents have negative views on education due to their achievements or lack of that have shaped their own lives.
Poverty is one of the biggest and ongoing issues effecting the communities in The Community first areas, Walden University (2023) says “Poverty can result from unemployment, underemployment, or working for minimum wage with no benefits, and its consequences extend beyond the inability to afford basic necessities,” continuing onto say “and for parents whose income is below the poverty line, it often means sending their children to school hungry.” This statement in itself is humiliating and detrimental to those parents who are on low wages who work tirelessly to provide for their children, this can affect their mental well-being in a detrimental way.
 School A have put strategies in place to work towards the issue of poverty with the children at the heart of it but also incorporating their families, this offers a wraparound service that will help the children and the wider community. Some of the services for example are home visits, Flying Start, Breakfast Club, Free School Meals and providing school uniforms and the essentials to families in need.
School A uses home visits as a way to establish relationships between the child and their parent/guardians before they start school this gives the school an insight of the child’s home life, ask relevant questions and to see if the child needs any additional support, this can allow the school to act promptly to implement the extra support so the support has the best chance of impacting the family in a positive way.
During bridging, home visits seemed to be something School A did to help overcome challenges and give them opportunities to get to know children and their families before they start school. School A does home visits just before the child starts school and in time of need. They will do unannounced if there are any concerns about the child’s attendance or continuous absence. It gives the school opportunities to meet the child and their family in a relaxed informal way with the family’s consent. It allows the school and family to share any necessary information. Which could be if the child requires extra support, if they can independently feed themselves, toileting, any allergies, if they take any medication, if they are able to change their clothes themselves or require support when doing this. By doing this it makes the settling progress easier, help with the transition of starting school, provides the family with necessary information and support. Home visits help develop and strengthens relationship for the best interest for the child, ensuring their needs are met and are given the best support. There are challenges and disadvantages to home visits, these could be making parents/guardians feel the school is being intrusive, having to pay staff to go out to do the home visits and it requires a certain number of staff to go out to do the home visits. This table from Aspiring Youth (2024) goes onto show a number of advantages and disadvantages of home visits.
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From Aspiring Youth (2024)

The school provides opportunities to help their local community as well as the children and their families who attend the school. A good example of this was a school hosted Soup Kitchen and invited members of the local community to attend, the duties at the event were undertaken by the pupils and teachers at school A. During bridging I was able to have a look at this first hand and see how the school brought the community together, some who came were naturally pupils and their families from the school but there were also people who were not, The Soup Kitchen offered drinks, soup and bread to everyone, by doing this it ensures no one went hungry and made everyone feel welcome. They also had the community choir there singing it made the event livelier and relaxing for everyone there, The Soup Kitchen offered functionality in that people were fed but subliminally helped lift the spirits of those who attended.

One of the challenges the school faces is school uniform and to overcome this they provide school uniform to families in need and who might not be able to afford it. School A has a Take What You Need Trolly which is located just outside for the children’s families and the local community. These trollies also provide nappies, wipes, soap, cleaning supplies and the essentials which can help other family members or those in the community who cannot afford it or maybe in a time of need and struggling with the cost of living. From The Education Hub (2023) the benefits of school uniform are “School uniforms can create a sense of identity and community for a school and its pupils, reduce peer pressure for the latest clothes and help children feel settled and prepared for lessons, but they can be costly for parents.” Expanding on from this uniform is a way to identify what school children go to when on school trips in the community. 
However, school A does not encourage children to wear school uniforms as they know families in the community might not be able to afford it or are not able to go out to buy the uniforms. From Scott Wilson (2024) it states “Specifically, most studies show that uniforms have no direct impact on academic performance,” this could also be a reason why School A does not encourage school uniform. The school may allow pupils to wear non school uniforms as it gives children and their families an equal opportunity without unfairness or favouritism if only some children get this exemption.   
Breakfast Club can be both positive and negative, positively breakfast club can give children the opportunity to have healthy breakfast and time to socialise with other children across the school whilst not being in a learning environment. From The Education Club (2022) the benefits of breakfast club are “Breakfast clubs can improve children’s readiness to learn, increase concentration, and improve wellbeing and behaviour,” From School A’s website (no date), it says Breakfast Club starts at 8am but parents/guardians are given the opportunity to drop their children of earlier from 7:30am to 8am with a fee of £1. By the school doing this, parents/guardians are able to drop their children to school before work and they would not need the stress of finding another family member to take them to school. 
However negatively breakfast club could be overwhelming for children with additional needs and make some children feel isolated. From Graham, Pamela Louise and Russo, Riccardo and Defeyter, Margaret Anne (2015) they state, “The few disadvantages identified related to practical issues such as a lack of adherence to school food standards, breakfast club staff missing class preparation time and concerns that some children were being excluded from participating in breakfast clubs particularly due to costs associated with attendance.” Breakfast club can also have an effect on teachers as they may need to help supervise this in the mornings, instead of using this time before the children start to plan and set up the classroom for the day. Children might miss out on this opportunity if a certain number are able to go and could go without breakfast. 

School A offers a lot of support to children with additional learning needs and valuable children. On one of my bridging day, School A showed us their Learning Resource Centre (LRC) which allows children with additional learning needs to learn both in the LRC alongside mainstream classes with the support of specialist staff. Children are given a range of opportunities in the LRC these are an indoor soft play area, sensory room, books, toys, quiet area, experiences on Virtual reality goggles and virtual tours to help their holistic development. From the school’s Estyn report (2016) “The school works particularly closely and well with parents of pupils with additional learning needs, especially those in the learning resource centre where provision is of high quality. There is regular two-way communication between parents and staff throughout the school day, for example, through an on-line tool. This reassures parents about their child’s learning and wellbeing and helps to motivate pupils.” The specialist staff work with the children’s families to create individual development plans and one-page profiles. The school works with vulnerable learners by providing them and their families with a range of activities. Which include crafts, baking, and cookery. The school carries out a mini explores initiative, from SSCE Cymru 2022 the mini explorer’s initiative is “The Mini Explorers initiative was implemented to provide a space for our Service children to meet peers who are in a similar position to themselves, in order to set up a peer support network (hopefully lifelong) and to increase cross year group friendships.” They give children the opportunity to attend forest and coastal school, which teaches them a range of skills, SCE Cymru (2022) go on to say that the mini explorers project the children in many ways. These are building resilience, achievement, giving them motivation, help their concentration, problem solving skills, make them feel empowered, give them a new perspective, develop their self-regulation skills, communication skills and vocabulary. It also helps children to build relationships with teachers, their peers and other adults. 
In conclusion I really enjoyed my time at School A, I found the aspect of teaching children new skills through alternative methods very interesting especially the Forest and Coastal schools as I thought it was especially rewarding seeing the benefits of taking children outside their normal routine and comfort zones and pushing them to enjoy new experiences that could impact positively on their future and I would like to participate in such a programme in the future
From my bridging experience I would like to participate in home visits and events hosted by the school for the community. I think it would be very informational and informative both for myself and the school and see it as an excellent opportunity for the school to “get ahead” and be able to implement extra help and support which would aid a child’s development from the very start of their educational journey and hopefully help the child succeed. 
A quote From Welsh Government (2019) “The teacher understands the importance and demonstrates the effective establishment and on-going management of the learning environment, in promoting positive learning habits and behaviours that meet the four purposes and are understood by learners in that context.” I believe both the Forest and Coastal schools and the home visits help a teacher be dynamic establishing new methods of teaching and sometimes working outside the box to deliver good educational standards for the pupils but also offer schools greater insight into pupils before they start school, both aspects are totally different but are both as rewarding to the teacher as their career develops, the system and the improvement of the next generation in the Community first areas.
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 Target  What I have done in this  assignment to work on  these targets   
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