Give a detailed account, including variants, of Alexander’s relationship with Bagoas in the sources. Focus upon Dicaearchus in Athenaeus 603b; Quintus Curtius Rufus 6.5.22-3; 10.1.22-42; Plutarch Alexander 67.

Quintus Curtius Rufus[footnoteRef:1] tells us that Bagoas was presented as a gift to Alexander by the Persian Artabazus in response to the honours Alexander granted him[footnoteRef:2]. The sources generally describe Alexander’s relationship with Bagoas as one of great affection from Alexander to Bagoas – Dicearchus[footnoteRef:3] and Plutarch seem to describe the same event at a theatre with Plutarch claiming that  Alexander “[threw] his arms about him and kiss[ed] him tenderly”[footnoteRef:4] and Dicearchus mentions that he “bent back and kissed him deeply”, while Rufus talks of “Alexander’s strong attachment to Bagoas”[footnoteRef:5]. Plutarch and Dicearchus, it seems, have a neutral view of Bagoas (though both mention that the kiss was at the behest of the audience[footnoteRef:6]).  [1:  Quintus Curtius Rufus will be referred to as Rufus from now on for brevity.]  [2:  Curt. 6.5.22-23]  [3:  In Ogden, 2011, pp.162]  [4:  Plut. Alex. 67.4]  [5:  Curt. 10.1.26]  [6:  Plut. Alex. 67.4] 

There are a few potential reasons given for Alexander to be enamoured – Plutarch has Bagoas “win[ning] the prize for song and dance”[footnoteRef:7] as a talented performer (it is worth noting that on this detail, Plutarch and Dicearchus diverge, Dicearchus simply stating that Alexander was enthralled). Rufus however describes Bagoas as “an exceptionally good-looking eunuch in the very flower of his youth.”[footnoteRef:8], and also explicitly mentions their sexual relationship – “Darius had had a sexual relationship with him and presently Alexander did too.”. Indeed, Rufus seems to understand the relationship as almost entirely a ploy for power via sexuality – saying that Bagoas “gained Alexander’s affection through putting his body at his service.”[footnoteRef:9] and referring to Bagoas as “[one of Alexander’s] whores”[footnoteRef:10] and someone who gained his power “from his shameful self-degradation”[footnoteRef:11].  [7:  Plut. Alex. 67.4]  [8:  Curt. 6.5.23]  [9:  Curt. 10.1.25]  [10:  Curt. 10.1.26]  [11:  Curt. 10.1.27] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Through this understanding Rufus constructs an image of a scheming Bagoas, exerting control over Alexander, which is absent in the other sources. Bagoas was able to use his power “against the life of an innocent man of supreme distinction”[footnoteRef:12] and to “[fill] the king’s ears with false accusations”[footnoteRef:13] leading to the death of the Persian Orsines. Rufus’s claim that Alexander “followed a male whore’s judgement to give some men kingdoms and deprive others of their lives”[footnoteRef:14] is perhaps the most obvious instance of the deeply moralising thread of Rufus’s work. It should be noted that in the earlier Rufus segment, “It was Bagoas’ pleas that did most to influence Alexander to pardon Narbazanes.”[footnoteRef:15] [12:  Curt. 10.1.27]  [13:  Curt. 10.1.36]  [14:  Curt. 10.1.42]  [15:  Curt. 6.5.23] 

The two main traditions arising from these sources then both agree that Alexander had great love for Bagoas, but where Plutarch and Dicaearchus see only a well-received and innocent intimacy, Rufus sees Bagoas as pulling the strings of the naïve Alexander. 
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