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Llywelyn ap Gruffudd – Archival exercise

Compile a list of three to five archival sources relating to your chosen topic. Practice the correct referencing style for your chosen sources and provide a brief commentary about their content and utility. 

Aberystwyth
    The National Library of Wales/ Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Gymru
         Peniarth MS 20
This manuscript includes a number of texts. The important one for the purpose of this list is Brut y Tywysogion (Chronicle of the Princes), which is, as the name suggests, a history of the Welsh Princes, beginning with the death of Cadwaladr Fendigaid in 682, and ending in 1282, with the death of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd. This is one of two main versions of the Brut, and is the more complete of the two.

London
    The British Library
         Cotton MSS
The Cotton manuscripts come from the library of Sir Robert Bruce Cotton (1571-1631). There is a tremendous amount of material, from many centuries, and from a wide variety of locations. There is at least some material relating to Llywelyn ap Gruffydd here, for example, Cotton MS Otho D VIII has a record of the peace made between Henry III and Llywelyn in 1267 (editing this post discussion of 12/10 to say that I now realise that this particular manuscript alone could have constituted one entry on this list).
    The National Archives
         C 77 (Chancery: Welsh Rolls)
Described as being records that begin from the Treaty of Aberconwy in 1277 and concern the struggle between Llywelyn and Edward I. (Again, post 12/10 discussion, any number of these individual records could constitute an entry.)
         SC 8 (Ancient Petitions)
There is at least one letter from Llywelyn ap Gruffudd here (SC 8/120/6000), petitioning the king on various matters – plus connected materials from other persons. This archive is, as it says, Ancient Petitions, which were made to the king, the king and council and other members of the state from the time. (Covers a broader period than Ll ap G, but website says has a particular concentration from Edward I (as well as Eds II and III). (Again! This is the third entry that I had done before having the task clarified in the 12/10 session.)

Oxford
    Jesus College, University of Oxford
         Jesus College MS. 111
This manuscript, known as the Red Book of Hergest, has a number of very important Welsh texts. The most important one for the purposes of this list is the version of Brut y Tywysogion, although this version is less complete than the one listed above.
        



