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[bookmark: _Toc90063056]Overview 

The investigation will explore how local government is adapting to meet the requirements set by Welsh Government in order to achieve net zero carbon by 2030 for the public sector. Their route map suggests:
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The study will include: 

· A review of current guidance, regulation, legislation and funding opportunities that are already in place to support delivery.
· A research exercise to explore how Local Government is adapting to such challenges.
· A gap analysis to identify problem areas, providing recommendations where appropriate. 
 

[bookmark: _Toc90063057]Aims and Objectives

The aim is to review current guidance, regulations, legislation and funding opportunities in light of the net zero carbon target of 2030 for the public sector and determine:
· Is there enough provision to support local authorities to reach the target?
· If not, where are the critical gaps?
· What are the possible solutions?
[bookmark: _Toc90063058]Literature review 

Some initial literary research has been undertaken in order to scope out the project but further research will be required as the project evolves. 
[bookmark: _Toc90063059]Welsh Government Net zero Carbon Status by 2030; A Route Map for Decarbonisation across the Welsh Public Sector

The Vision is by 2030, choosing zero carbon will be routine, culturally embedded and self-regulating across the Welsh public sector.
[bookmark: _Toc90063060]Welsh public sector net zero reporting guide

In 2017 the Welsh Government set the ambition of achieving a carbon neutral public sector by 2030.
[bookmark: _Toc90063061]Wales net zero carbon plan 2  2021-25

This Plan is the start of the governments journey to net zero and a greener, stronger, fairer Wales and focuses on the second carbon budget (2021–2025)

[bookmark: _Toc90063062]Building Regulations

Approved Document L provides guidance on the conservation of fuel and power. 
and is split into four parts:
· L1A covers new dwellings
· L1B covers existing dwellings.
· L2A covers new buildings other than dwellings. 
· L2B covers existing buildings other than dwellings. (Gov,2021)

The 2008 Planning and Energy Act sets out powers for local authorities to set local carbon reduction standards that go beyond national Building Regulations. 
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With unemployment rising due to the pandemic the opportunity to reconfigure the jobs landscape by putting the environment centre stage is being taken full advantage of. The UK government’s £160m Build Back Greener investment scheme aims to create 2,000 new construction jobs to manufacture offshore wind turbines and upgrade ports. (Gov, 2021)
[bookmark: _Toc90063064]Well-being of Future Generation Act (2015) Wales

The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act is legislative and focuses on improving the social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales through collaboration, integration and thinking longer term.
[bookmark: _Toc90063065]Local Authority cabinet reports, strategies

Carmarthenshire County Council for example declare – “We are committed to tackling climate change and acknowledge that we have a significant role to play in both further reducing our own greenhouse gas emissions and providing the leadership to encourage residents, businesses and other organisations to take action to cut their own carbon footprint. In February 2019, we declared a climate emergency, and made a commitment to becoming a net zero carbon local authority by 2030” ( Carmarthenshire Count Council, 2021)
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Optimised RetroFit (ORP) is a whole house, pragmatic, approach to decarbonising existing homes and the scheme is open to local authorities and other social housing landlords.
[bookmark: _Toc90063067]Welsh Government commitment to net zero school builds

New school and college buildings in Wales will have to meet net zero targets from January meaning any major refurbishments, extensions and new builds will have to be in line with standards aimed at achieving maximum energy efficiency. (BBC, 2021)
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Green Growth Wales offers funding for Welsh energy efficiency projects that are readily available to public sector organisations
[bookmark: _Toc90063069]Research Methodology(ies) and Justification:

Literature research such as Welsh Government guidance and legislation will be used to collate current relevant information on the legal and also desirable standards and expected outcomes. This information can then be used to interview and survey public sector officers to try and understand what is already in place, how easy and achievable compliance to these goals are going forward. It will also provide information to help determine if there are any common challenges being faced across different local authorities and their sub-contractors. 

The advantage of interviewing people in the sector is that it creates the opportunity to examine and identify common challenges and also explore the lengths the local authorities are going to help achieve the public sector target of net zero by 2030. 

A variety of questions will be used to interrogate the subject matter experts knowledge and experience, to determine the current status within their departments and explore what ideas they have to meet any possible challenges going forward. Specific examples can be brought into the research making it more credible and accurate.


The research questions will include, but are not exclusive to:

· What are current views on the ability to meet the 2030 net zero carbon target?
· Do teams understand what the ask is?
· Do you have an action plan to deliver the target?
· What are the barriers to achieving the target?
· What ideas do you have to help deliver the target?

The likelihood is that each of the above will need to be broken down into detailed sub questions.
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The qualitative  survey results will help inform  a gap analysis. This will be used to inform how well local authorities are currently performing against the net zero carbon 2030 target, identify where the challenges lie with regard to barriers faced, and provide an opportunity to present ideas for resolution of such barriers.


[bookmark: _Toc90063071]Ethical consideration 

This research proposal will be compliant to data protection requirements and therefore all names, companies and any other personal data will be excluded from the document and stored in a password protected file during the research period.
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The Journey to net zero

Moving up a gear
2021-2022
Where understanding the

context and what needs to
be done is vital, and where

action needs to accelerate.

Well on our way
2022-2026

Where there is an expectation that
low carbon is becoming the norm
and we are definitely on the way to
a net zero Welsh public sector.

Achieving our goal
2026-2030

Where choosing zero
carbon has become routine,
culturally embedded, and
self regulating.





