Since starting my foundation year, I have seen significant improvements in my academic skills, which were admittedly next to nothing before starting Uni. I now feel more comfortable when confronted with writing 1500+ words, as well as reading multiple books or articles in a week. Additionally, I feel much more at home in Lampeter, having made good friends and gained familiarity with the town.  
For my independent investigation, I will examine the life of Franz Schmitt, the public executioner of Nuremberg. By exploring his experiences, I aim to paint a picture of the justice system in Germany at the time. I am still brainstorming a catchy title for my assignment, as my current ideas are too long.  
One of my strengths in previous assignments has been my ability to plan the structure of my essays. I find this helps me meet the word count while also ensuring that I present my ideas in a clear and logical way. I typically create a mind map to organize my thoughts and then divide them into different paragraphs. Once I have all my paragraph ideas, I divide the word count evenly to ensure that I don't go under or over the limit.  
However, my main weakness is my academic writing ability, particularly in terms of spelling and grammar. Although I am able to get my point across, I feel that my articulation could be improved to make my work more readable and to help it flow better from one point to the next. I hope to continue developing this skill throughout my independent investigation as well as my academic career, as I believe it is the main area where I could improve. 
Throughout blocks 1-6, I have developed the essential skills required to undertake my independent investigation. I have learned how to plan an essay, how to cite and reference sources properly, and have attended lectures on academic writing. These skills and tools will be invaluable not only for my independent investigation but also for the years to come.
