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Shit is Fucked Up and Bullshit

My initial thoughts were of a general unease with the world and particularly with those in positions of power who appear to be doing very little to deal with serious concerns over many issues. 
Adding to these concerns, and perhaps reflecting on Debord’s theory of recuperation, is the frustration that it feels as if protest makes little difference.

Debord, (1957, p.31) talks about how the ruling ideology trivialises and sterilizes dissent.


I was drawn to this image, (Turner, 1840).
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The painterly possibilities of Photoshop interest me.

Satire of Cold War Steve (2020) provides a biting edge.
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I produced this montage image combining paper cut outs and Photoshop.[image: ]

However, it felt too broad. Ingledew (2011, p. 16) talks about simplifying the message. I felt I should protest about what currently angers me the most.

My son James is 16 and diagnosed with autism. This online BBC article, Lewis (2019) refers to an issue that directly affects my son. 
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James’ journey has been fraught with battles with the Educational Establishment and our experiences reflect Snap Cymru’s view that the system is in chaos. The Establishment plays a cynical and dishonest game. 

The new Additional Learning Needs Bill has caused significant undermining of existing legislation and the Code of Practice. The Establishment use the apparent impending introduction of the new law as a means of evading the obligations that they should lawfully follow. This has been going on for several years and continued delay of implementation is a contrived evasion.

 I was attracted to these images by Kruger and her style of imagery.
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I noticed how Kruger utilised the cyanotype method. A photograph of James when he was three felt too personal; I wanted to anonymise him.
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The interactive element of the brief is that this image will be posted on ALN and Disability support groups and sent by email to the Minister for Education, Kirsty Williams.
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The new support system had been due to be rolled out in 2020

A new system for supporting children with additional learning needs will be
introduced a year later than planned.

Education Minister Kirsty Williams said there was insufficient time to get the new
rules in place to ensure schools, colleges and councils are ready.

The changes are meant to provide a simpler and less adversarial process for
agreeing a child's needs.

Education charity Snap Cymru said the delay would prolong a situation which has
been "chaos for years".

The changes will introduce individual learning plans for children and young people
up to 25 with additional learning needs, like autism, Asperger's syndrome and
Attention, Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD).

They will replace the current "statements" of special educational need.
= The good things about ADHD: It's my superpower

= Missing special needs support 'a national scandal'

= Underachieving schoolboys 'must be a priority"

It was due to be rolled out from September 2020 but in a written statement to
Welsh Assembly members, the education minister said she wanted to make sure
the changes were fully understood as well as being "fair, clear and manageable".
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