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Description automatically generated]
Using the Gibbs Reflective Cycle Using the Gibbs reflective cycle, write a reflection of your learning journey on the LCLM 4001- Academic Skills Module. Your writing should focus on at least ONE or TWO experiences you had while studying the module. Examples of in-class experiences you can reflect on are: 
· Task 1 and Task 2
· Class activities and discussions (e.g., topics covered in class such as referencing and paraphrasing)
· Feedback received
· Skills you have developed
(The boxes will expand as you type)
	Description
(What happened? Describe the experience or experiences in class that you want to reflect on)
	
During the academic skills module, i developed my understanding of academic referencing, particularly how to correctly cite sources and create a reference list. One key experience was completing a task we were set in class where I had to include in-text citations and a full reference list using the required referencing style. In class we practised identifying difference types of sources and formatting them correctly. We were also introduced in the importance of avoiding plagiarism and maintain academic integrity through proper referencing. This experience made me more aware of the importance of accuracy and consistency when referencing sources.


	Feelings
(What were you thinking and feeling at the time? How did you feel before / during / and after the experience? 
Did you feel overwhelmed / confident / nervous? Were you alone in feeling this way or did other students share your feelings?)

	At the beginning of the module, i felt confused and slightly overwhelmed by the referencing rules. There were many specific details to remember, such as punctuation, ordering of information, and formatting styles which made the process seem complicated. I was also concerned about making mistakes that could lead to losing marks of being accused of plagiarism. After sharing and speaking with other students i felt confident and reassured in what to do correctly.

	Evaluation
(What was good and bad about the experience?) 
	One positive aspect of this experience was that it helped me understand the importance of referencing in academic writing. I learned that referencing is not just about following rules but also about supporting my arguments and giving credit to original authors. The feedback i received from my lecturer was particularly useful, as he clearly identified my mistakes and provided guidance on how to improve. However, I also found referencing to be time consuming, especially when i had to check each detail carefully.it was also challenging to remember the correct format for different types of sources, which sometime ed to inconsistencies in my work. I initially relied too much on guesswork rather than using reliable referencing guides.

	Analysis
(What sense can you make out of the situation?) Why was the situation positive or negative? 
When things went well, what role did you play? When things went badly, can you explain why? Do you know how if other students felt the same as you? Why or why not? 
	This experience helped me realise that referencing is a critical academic skill that requires both understanding and practice. My initial difficultly were mainly due to a lack of familiarity with the referencing style and not fully understanding the rules. Instead of carefully following guidelines i tried to rely heavily on memory, which then led to ultimately me making mistakes. Through practice i began to see patterns in my errors such as, missing punctuation or incorrect ordering of information. I also understood that using the official referencing guidelines and examples can significantly improve accuracy. Furthermore, i recognised that referencing is closely lined to academic integrity. Proper referencing ensures that i acknowledge the work if ither and avoid plagiarism, which is essential in higher education.

	Conclusion
(What else could you have done? Or what could you have improved? What could you do differently next time)
	Looking back, there are several things i could have done differently to improve my performance, i could have started my tasks earlier to allow more time for checking and correcting my references. I should have used official referencing guides from the beginning nstead of relying on assumptions. Additionally, i could have asked for clarification during class when ii was ensure about certain aspects of referencing. Taking the steps would have helped me avoid many of the mistakes i made.

	Action Plan
(Create a plan to support you in learning/ developing the skills you need to improve the situation next time)
	In the future i plan to improve my referencing skills by adopting a more organised and careful approach. I will consistently use a reliable referencing guide to ensure that my formatting is correct. I will also double check all in text citations and reference lists before submitting my work. To build my confidence i will practice referencing a variety of source types, including books, journals and online materials. In addition, i will start assignments earlier so that i have enough time to review my work thoroughly. If i am unsure about any aspect of my referencing, I will seek help from my tutor or use available academic resources. By following this action, I am to improve my accuracy and confidence in referencing, which will enhance the overall quality of my academic writing.
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