Literature Review Worksheet (for Research Proposal)

Student Name: ____________________________

Module: __________________________________

Research Question: (Be specific!)



1. Brainstorming Keywords:
List keywords related to your research question (include synonyms and related terms):






2. Identifying Potential Sources:
	Source Type
	Title/Author/URL (if applicable)
	Relevance to Research Question (Briefly explain)
	Credibility/Reliability (Why do you think this is a good source?)
	Key Points/Themes (Briefly summarise the main ideas)

	Scholarly Article 1
	
	
	
	

	Scholarly Article 2
	
	
	
	

	Scholarly Article 3
	
	
	
	

	Book 1
	
	
	
	

	Report 1
	
	
	
	

	Website 1 (Use with caution!)
	
	
	
	

	Other (Specify)
	
	
	
	



3. Key Themes and Connections:
What are the main themes that emerge from your initial exploration of the literature? Are there any connections or patterns between the sources you've found?



4. Gaps in the Research:
Based on your initial exploration, what questions or areas seem to be missing from the current research? What are the limitations of the existing studies?


5. How Your Research Will Contribute:
Briefly explain how your proposed research will build on existing knowledge, address gaps in the research, or offer a new perspective.


6. Next Steps:
What are your next steps in your literature review process? (e.g., searching for more sources, reading specific articles in detail, refining your research question)


Remember: This worksheet is designed to help you organise your initial exploration of the literature for your research proposal. You are not expected to have completed a full literature review at this stage. The aim is to demonstrate that you understand the process and have begun to explore the existing research related to your proposed topic.

