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The Historia Sacra 
The copy of ‘The Historia Sacra: or the Holy History; giving an Exact and Comprehensive Account Of all the Feasts and Fasts of the Church of England, after a New and Curious Method; with their various Etymologies and Appellations, and the true Reasons and Grounds of their Celebration; together with Practical Observations upon the several Days, and Prayers concluding each distinct head. To which is added an Appendix, wherein the three Grand Solemnities last added to the Liturgy of the Church of England, are clearly explained’ held in the Roderic Bowen Archives is considered to be part of the ‘other donations’ class, meaning that it was not donated to the collection as part of a large donations from a specific donor.[footnoteRef:1] While time constraints on this project have meant that the specific donor of this book has not been identified, it is possible to trace the donation to having been made between December 1978 and October 1979.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  Roderic Bowen Library and Archive ODS36]  [2:  RBLA GB 1953 UA/L(?)/1/1/A/6 ] 

According to the title page, the book was printed in London for John Wyat at the Rose in St. Paul’s Churchyard in 1705.[footnoteRef:3] The area around St. Paul’s Cathedral was well known in the Eighteenth Century for being home to a large number of book publishers and given its close proximity to the Cathedral itself, it is perhaps of no surprise that Wyat was best known for publishing books with a religious focus, especially sermons which made up about fifty percent of his publishing from the 1730s onwards.[footnoteRef:4] The title page of the Historia Sacra itself contains an inscription of the above title surrounded by a double line border.[footnoteRef:5] The text itself is in both black and red lettering, with the red used to draw attention to specific words in the title such as ‘Holy History’, ‘Feasts’ and ‘Fasts’.[footnoteRef:6] The book itself contains no illustrations but does have numerous additions in the margins with references to the Bible or the life of Christ that relate to the central focus of the page. These marginal additions are clearly intended to supplement the main focus of each chapter which focuses on the specific biblical background to each feast day alongside a prayer and collect, so that the reader would have been able to worship at home.  [3:  See appendix one for image of publishing details.  ]  [4:  J., Farooq, Preaching in Eighteenth Century London (Woodbridge: The Boydell Press, 2013) p.82. ]  [5:  See appendix one for image. ]  [6:  See appendix one for image of title page.  ] 

The book itself is 12.5cm by 20cm and contains 516 pages. The book is formed in Octavo formation, from A to Hh, with three blank pages to the beginning of the book but only one at the rear. The pagination of the book contains three pages without numbers followed by the title page, contents and preface numbered using roman numerals i to xvi, the main text of the book and index are then numbered using Arabic numerals 1 to 496, there is then a single page at the back which is unnumbered. Each page also contains catchwords which, in order to help when folding the pages in the right order before binding, provide the first word of the next page in the bottom margin of the previous page.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  M., Levtizia Vinci, ‘Catchword’, Textural Histories (Galway: National University of Ireland, 2014) Available at https://eng244.wordpress.com/bookgloss/catchword/ [accessed 16/04/2018].] 

The Historia Sacra is bound in calf’s leather with the boards being the original contemporary binding whist the spine was rebound as part of repairs made to the book in the twentieth century.[footnoteRef:8] The original boards contain blind tooled decoration in the form of a simple central panel which uses a fillet to create a double lined border and then a roll to add decoration within the panel.[footnoteRef:9] Centre tools have also been used at the corners of the panel to add further leaf decoration.[footnoteRef:10] The refurbished spine has six raised bands, although four are more prominent than the uppermost and lowermost bands, and endbands at either end of the book as well as the title ‘Historia Sacra’ gold tooled between the second and third bands.[footnoteRef:11] The edges of the book appear to have originally been speckled using a red dye although this has no faded making it difficult to tell whether or not this was intentional colouring of the page edges or whether the colouring is a result of the general wear and tear of the book.[footnoteRef:12] On top of this, there is some damage to the leather and original boards most probably due to the book being well used before it was gifted to the archive. The leather itself is peeling in the corners and has some visible damage where the boards are also damaged. Due to being repaired the spine of the book is intact with no damage to it, although the original leather is peeling where the new spine covering was attached to the boards. Again, due to the repair work, it is not possible to tell what the original pastedowns of the book would have looked like, or whether or not any recycled book material was used in the making of the book.  [8:  See appendix two for image ]  [9:  See appendix for three image]  [10:  See appendix for four image ]  [11:  See appendix for two image ]  [12:  See appendix for five image ] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The second page of the book provides the only clue in the book as to its provenance and ownership before becoming part of the Roderic Bowen Archive collection. It contains the following inscription: ‘H. Poyntz, bought in memory of Good Mr Gower att þe sale of goods soon after his Decease – Batt’ Aprill ye 21 1727’.[footnoteRef:13] Assuming that ‘Batt’ is the abbreviated version of Battersea in Surrey it appears that the original owner of the book may well have been Nathaniel Gower who was made curate of Battersea in 1694 and then vicar in 1701 as well as taking on the role of schoolmaster and Chaplin at St. Walter St. John’s Grammar school for boys in 1701, a year after the school was founded.[footnoteRef:14] Nathaniel Gower died in 1727 when this book was sold as part of the sale of his goods, to Hannah Poyntz, the youngest child of William Poyntz and Jane Monteage both of whom died in Battersea.[footnoteRef:15] Hannah was also the sister of Stephen Poyntz, the grandfather of the infamous Georgiana Duchess of Devonshire.[footnoteRef:16] Given that William Poyntz died in Battersea in 1720 it is most likely that the family would have spent time in Battersea meaning that Hannah and Nathaniel Gower may well have built a relationship as reverend and member of the community. [13:  See appendix six for image ]  [14:  M., Clayton, ‘Location: Parish (Church): Battersea’, Clergy of the Church  of England Database (London: Kings College London, 2013). Available at http://db.theclergydatabase.org.uk/jsp/locations/index.jsp?locKey=15106 [accessed 16/04/2018]. ]  [15:  I., Fettes, ‘William Poyntz’, Genealogics (Utah: Darrin Lythoge, 2003). Available at http://genealogics.org/getperson.php?personID=I00250287&tree=LEO [accessed 16/04/2018]. ]  [16:  I., Fettes, ‘Georgiana Poyntz’, Genealogics (Utah: Darrin Lythoge, 2003). Available at http://genealogics.org/getperson.php?personID=I00003031&tree=LEO [accessed 16/04/2018].] 

Although from this point onwards the provenance of the book is unknown until it came into the hands of the archive, it is clear that after Mr Gower and Hannah Poyntz, it belonged someone who took a great interest in the book and used in regularly given the rather battered look of the book. The Historia Sacra is clearly a well-loved book that provided spiritual guidance for numerous owners before it came into the hands of the Roderic Bowen Archives in the mid-twentieth century.





Appendices 
Appendix one – Title page of Historia Sacra. Photo: Charlotte Dalby, 13/04/2018. 
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Appendix two – Spine of Historia Sacra. Photo: Charlotte Dalby, 13/04/2018. 
[image: C:\Users\Charlotte\Pictures\Archives Project\20180327_094849.jpg]
Appendix three – Front cover of Historia Sacra. Photo: Charlotte Dalby, 13/04/2018. 
[image: C:\Users\Charlotte\Pictures\Archives Project\20180327_094835.jpg]
Appendix four – Detail on cover of Historia Sacra. Photo: Charlotte Dalby, 13/04/2018.
[image: C:\Users\Charlotte\Pictures\Archives Project\20180327_094835.jpg]
Appendix five – Page edges of Historia Sacra. Photo: Charlotte Dalby, 13/04/2018.
[image: C:\Users\Charlotte\Pictures\Archives Project\20180327_101549.jpg]
Appendix six – Inscription on page two of Historia Sacra. Photo: Charlotte Dalby, 13/04/2018.   
[image: C:\Users\Charlotte\Pictures\Archives Project\20180327_102255(0).jpg]
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