What changes did the Coroners and Justice Act (2009) make to the defence of diminished responsibility? Did these amendments change the law in this area for the better?

In this essay I will discuss the coroners and justice act of 2009 and the changes that it made to diminished responsibility and if these amendments changed the law in this area for the better whilst providing credible sources.

Before the coroners and justice act of 2009 was introduced this area of the law was governed by S.2 homicide act 1957. This act stated that the requirements for diminished responsibility are that a person shall not be convicted of murder if they were suffering from an abnormality of mind that substantially impaired their mental responsibility for any omissions or acts in committing or being a party to said killing. However, this act also states that on the charge of murder it is up to the defense to prove that the defendant is not liable due to this section, this section also states that a person who would be liable if not for this section can be convicted of manslaughter (Legislation.gov,2017). Despite a law around diminished responsibility already existing there definitely was a need for a change and a refresh of the law as this was quickly becoming outdated with the progressing times and to ensure that this section is used appropriately (Edwards,2010).this law was refreshed with the coroners and justice act of 2009 which made significant changes to the laws surrounding diminished responsibility, the main changes made to this law were surrounding the abnormality of mental functioning so the law broadened the range of mental conditions and conditions that may affect a defendants mental state to include thigs such as PTSD and the effects of substance abuse. This new law also introduced a new requirement for casual connection between the abnormality of mind and the defendants’ actions, this means that whatever the abnormality of mind was it must’ve been a significant enough factor in causing the defendant to carry out the killing.
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