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Reasearch 
underpinning 
theory of web 
design

Web design is not just about making things look good, its a multidisiplinary field rooted in several core 
theories that balance human psycology with technical constraints.   User-centered design is the central 
philosophy of modern web design, it must meet the users needs. The website is built to adapt to the user. 
The website must be usable, accessible and empathetic. 

Web design relies heavily on how the human brain percieves and processes information. The Gestalt 
principles explain how we naturally organise visual elements into groups or unified wholes. For example, 
elements close together are percieved as related, humans also group things similar in colour. Hicks law 
discusses that the more options you give the user, the longer it takes them to make a decision. Design 
theory suggests simplifying layouts to minimise cognitive overload. Visual heirarchy and grid theory is the 
art side backed by math, this design theory uses systems to create balance and proportion. 

The theory of web design is essentially the intersection of form and function. It asserts that a website is a 
tool and its success is measued by how easily a human can interact with it to reach their desired result. 
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Social media 
research Jessie Maisonneuve

a freelanced artist 
so their grid is on 
the messier side as 
it shows their comis-
sioned work. However, 
this shows a diverse 
range of work and 
illustrates their depth of 
skill and how versatile 
they are. 

Give A Damn

Uses a mixture of mock 
ups and finished design 
works, makes the feed 
more interesting and 
eye catching, showing 
how their designs work 
in the real world not 
just on the screen. 

Tridente Studio

simplistic character 
forms which have no 
hard corners, playful 
and fun branding, their 
logo does not link with 
the style of work they 
produce. 

Aesop Designs 

consistent theme of 
work, likes to create 
pixelated works, often 
usiing the colour red. 
They have developed a 
style that is consistent 
through all their works.
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Website and 
social media link

Website - https://josephnash30.wixsite.com/my-site-1

Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/j03.studio/
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Zandar letter

Dear Joseph,

I am writing to you from January 2025. I want to tell you how proud I am of the person you have 
become and the accomplishments you have achieved over the last year and a half. You have 
achieved a first in your graphic design degree and were selected to attend New Designers, where 
you secured an internship with a large company, a huge and defining step in your post-graduate 
career.
You have also improved your lifestyle and daily routine, building a healthier, more productive, 
and structured way of living. By eating better, getting enough sleep, and exercising regularly, 
you created a balance that allowed both your work and personal life to thrive. This discipline has 
shaped you into someone more focused and driven, and it shows in everything you do. Moreover, 
your consistency in improving your life has been clear through your punctuality, adaptability, and 
growing confidence.
Joseph, you have developed vital life skills, communication, creative and critical thinking, 
assertiveness, and resilience. These have not only strengthened who you are as a person but have 
directly enhanced your abilities as a designer. Your digital skills in Adobe Illustrator, Photoshop, and 
InDesign have advanced significantly, and your traditional drawing skills have improved through 
dedication and persistence. You have put the time in, and it has paid off.
Alongside your university achievements, you have taken the initiative to complete freelance work 
for independent local businesses, gaining valuable real-world experience within the creative 
industry. Through this, you have grown into a confident and capable graphic designer, someone 
who is comfortable and genuinely happy with the work they produce. You no longer second-guess 
yourself or struggle with imposter syndrome. Instead, you trust your ability and your creative voice. 
Your communication has also improved, as you now speak about your passion with clarity and 
confidence.
During your study of graphic design, your knowledge of the subject has grown immensely, not only 
in technical skill, but in your understanding of design culture, history, and its role in the wider world. 
You now see design not just as a practice, but as a way of thinking, observing, and interpreting 
everything around you. You notice details others overlook, and you approach problems with a 
creative mindset that continues to evolve.
You have also maintained your identity outside of your work. You have continued to enjoy the things 
that make you you , spending time with friends, going out, listening to music, and finding inspiration 
in everyday life. This balance has kept you grounded and has fed directly back into your creativity.


