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Introduction
This research focuses on the perceived impact that UK media coverage of transgender youth has on those aged between 12 and 19 years, who identify as transgender. The research aims to empower a community of young people (YP) often misrepresented or discussed in the media without their own experiences being considered and the impact this has. The motivation for this study has been influenced by the researchers own first-hand experiences of the challenges faced by trans YP when volunteering with the charity Mermaids and their 2019 campaign. This research aims to support the campaign in changing policy, educating the media, and promoting cultural shift in the general population’s response to media coverage around trans youth. An overview of previous literature which informed this study is presented, followed by the methodology where decisions made are discussed in detail. The key approach to this study uses a qualitative method, following a constructionist paradigm and emphasis on phenomenological theory with aspects of transformative epistemology; the rationale for which is explained within the methodology section. Data analysis will be explained, ethical considerations and other items of relevance, to follow.
Main Body
The media is recognised to increasingly form part of YP’s daily lives particularly due to the increasing access from various media platforms (Williamson, Qayyum, Hider and Liu, 2012). Ofcom’s 2019 report shows that over half of YP now have an interest in the news, and research suggests that the media can play a significant role in an individuals’ construction and sense of the world.  Bronfenbrenner’s (1979) ecological theoretical approach explains how the media interlinks with several systems which interact between individuals and the environment at multiple levels. Combining this understanding of how YP acquire knowledge of the world and their identity, Williamson, Qayyum, Hider and Liu (2012) explore how YP seek information in everyday life. They identified that information is more likely to be sought when the consumer feels the topic is relevant to their life and that information is not always sought but acquired from alternative platforms based on participants’ general browsing habits. The media therefore can be argued to have a clear influence on how people perceive themselves and others.
Transgender within this study refers to those whose identified gender does not correlate with their assigned birth gender.  This includes those who identify as non-binary (Stonewall, 2017a). The impact of the media on the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) community has been greatly researched however with more focus given to the Lesbian and Gay community (Billard, 2016). More recent research focusses on the impact of the media generally on transgender people, with little concern for trans YP (Spencer, 2015). Baker (2019) has shown a significant increase in press coverage of trans children and with increasing discussion being negative. News media is recognised to have a primary influence on the political environment and in turn act as a primary agent to the legitimisation of communities (Billard, 2016). Although media has been shown to have significant involvement within trans youth, it comes with mixture of positive and negative impacts (Ringo, 2002; Ghanzali and Nor, 2012; Mcinroy and Craig, 2015). In turn there has been little focus on the direct impact that news coverage on trans youth has on trans YP.
This study takes an explorative approach to provide insight into possible gaps within the previous literature discussed, by providing a research framework for trans YP to express their opinions on what impact the UK media coverage of trans youth has on them.

Methodology
Mertens (2014) emphasises the importance of outlining a research paradigm which demonstrates the researchers set of beliefs and thus influences the theoretical framework which is to be applied to the overall study.
Guba and Lincoln (2005) identify four belief systems which make up each paradigm; ontology, epistemology, axiology and methodology. Each system provides an insight into the researcher’s perceptions of the world and how it relates to the researcher’s concept of reality (Guba and Lincoln, 1994). The two core systems which create such paradigm are ontology, explained as what reality is (Crotty, 1989) and epistemology, which is the understanding of how knowledge is created, obtained and communicated (Cohen, Manion and Morrison, 2007). These systems will each be critically discussed in relation to this research about how they have influenced the overall decision of the paradigm this study is based on; constructivism.
A constructivist paradigm can be simplified as a framework where the understanding of knowledge is socially constructed and therefore the researcher should explore people’s interpretations of reality as they have perceived it. It is referred to as an interpretivist approach which takes a relativist position such that there are multiple realities.  Alternatively, a realist approach argues that there is one ‘truth’ that can be scientifically measured as an objective reality (Hudson and Ozame, 1988). The appreciation for multiple realities and people’s construction of such is the ontology within the constructivist paradigm.
Ontology
This research focuses on two aspects where a constructivist ontological explanation can be applied. Firstly, the focus on the perceived impact that media has on young transgender people is explicitly using the construction of media and comes with the assumption that it is based on the consumers relative perception of the media , and therefore there is no one truth as to how this is presented. Secondly, an understanding of gender being a social construction, which can be influenced via societal and cultural definitions of what gender is; this also falls within a constructivist ontological view that there is not one reality of defining gender. In addition, specifically within the trans community, a relativist position appreciates that gender identity and the self is a construction and therefore a person’s understanding of their own incongruence between their physical body and their gender identity is linked with the construction of both. For this reason, a relativist position compliments both areas within the research.
However, discussion of gender  within the transgender community can be debated that if participants discuss the possible influences or understandings of their body in reaction to the media coverage of trans youth, the body can be understood by defining biological sex and therefore takes a realists ontological perspective (Hull, 2006). This could lead to consideration for a positivist paradigm where the ontology can be understood to exist objectively and thus measured (Giddens, 1974). This has however not been considered for this study as the explorative and interpretive foundations of the research and the researcher’s interpretation is that both gender and media are constructions of society. It would be considered inappropriate to assign a positivist paradigm where key elements of the scientific method are often applied producing numerical and empirical results (Asghar, 2013). A key aim of this study is to provide a situation for trans youth voices to be heard and understood in relation to their experiences of media coverage, therefore, to take a deductive approach would not meet the requirements central to the overall research. A constructivist ontology, therefore, remains most suitable.
Epistemology
Influenced by the ontology of a paradigm, epistemology focuses on how the reality of the world is perceived. A constructivist paradigm takes on an interpretive epistemology by understanding that obtainment of such knowledge is formed via a consensus of co-constructors (Pring, 2000). The study is in line with this as the participants interpretations’ of how the media may have impacted them, is being captured within the research.
Within a positivist epistemology, knowledge is understood to be obtained via collecting objective data in comparison to an interpretive epistemology and therefore will not be applicable to this study since the reality of how the media may have impacted the participants is subjective, and thus an interpretation of how the participants perceive  experiences. This is in line with a constructivist view where it is understood that truth lies within human experiences. These experiences are influenced by culture and history, therefore people’s belief systems and understanding of reality is affected and validated by this interpretation of the world. Within a subjective framework it is understood that the researcher’s bias does not negatively impact the study, as is viewed within a positivist paradigm but is appreciated to be inherent within the research. In turn the individual constructs of reality are understood via the interaction between participants and researcher (Guba and Lincoln, 1994).
Axiology
Guba and Lincoln (2005) propose the nature of ethics within their four belief systems. They put forward an ethical framework for qualitative research which is built upon the foundations of trustworthiness and authenticity.
On closer inspection of the five dimensions of authenticity, there are several which stand out when applying them to this study. Emphasis is placed on the requirement for balance and fairness thus an inclusive representation. This study has made a conscious decision to recruit participants on the basis that they may be personally affected by media coverage of trans youth, and in turn ensure they are represented by their truth. It is also important to consider that the media representation of trans youth may not be representative of the participants’ truth. This study therefore provides opportunity for an inclusive representation whereby each participants’ experience is considered equally important and without influence of preconceptions of what ‘should’ be experienced, interpreted or perceived.
A second criteria is educative authenticity. A key aspect of the research is providing data to inform policy, news outlets and additional media formats, and provide information about the impact that their reporting can have on trans individuals. This research provides opportunity to report in depth analysis of trans youth experiences in line with the constructivist paradigm, where experiences are not generalised unlike within the positive paradigm (Scotland, 2012), but enable insight into the lived experiences of trans youth, which can subsequently educate others. Previous research by Mizock, Hopwood, Casey, Duhamel, Herrick, Puerto and Stelmach (2017) demonstrated that education reduced transphobia, and therefore to include the proposed research in the movement to educate the British media may also contribute to the impact it has.
Additional criteria include ontological authenticity, where participants are aware of the constructs of their reality. This is inherently within the participants for this study as they have had to understand the construction of their assigned gender at birth and the incongruence with their gender identity as they have aged. In turn, they have had to reflect on what ‘gender’ consists of in order to evaluate if their identity is congruent with their assigned gender. In this case, due to all participants identifying as trans it is assumed that this assessment has taken place.
Consideration for a transformative/critical paradigm
From an ethical perspective, Mertens (2019) highlights that the constructivist paradigm shares theoretical notion with feminist research; addressing issues within social justice and using the relationship of the research and participants to enhance the use of research to reduce such injustice. This can clearly be identified within this research, including the key aims, and therefore a transformative/critical paradigm could be considered more appropriate for this study.
Arguments for this paradigm are as follows; critical paradigm directly addresses the politics in research by confronting social oppression (Oliver, 1992), which is in line with the critique of the constructivist ontology which accepts that what is considered ‘real’ is the construct of such oppression, ignoring factors that give privilege to one reality over another. The transformative ontology emphasises that what may be ‘real’ may instead be an outcome of historical situations perceived as ‘real’. Applying this to the trans community it can be understood that what is meant by gender, and thus what is ‘real’ regarding gender and subsequently transgender, is based on historical understanding of the norms and expectations according to a person’s identity. Therefore, it should not be analysed based on how the media may impact trans youth but how the power and oppression of the media influence the concepts of what gender is, that should be explored and criticised.
In addition, the transformative approach actively reaches out to communities that are traditionally marginalised, unrecognised or excluded from research (Mertens, 2019). In turn the researcher positions themselves alongside those less empowered in a joint effort to bring social transformation (Mertens, 2019). It is important that the researcher does not record data on behalf of the participants (Freire, 1970) but ensure they are involved in the whole process of the study (Creswell, 2009). This can often be seen through action research which is based upon the critical paradigm often used within an organisation to promote change (Gray, 2017).
Although elements within this study can be identified to cross over with this paradigm, there are essential differences between transformative and constructivist paradigms; the latter of which is more suitable for this study. From a practical level, it may only be possible to conduct the interviews within an LGBT youth centre setting due to the participants’ other commitments i.e. college / school. In addition, the youth centres may be the only setting in which the participants are able to be ‘out’ and feel secure enough to participate in the research fully. Therefore, the accessibility and practicality of them being part of the entirety of the research cannot be justified as a criterion that can be met. Furthermore, to assume that trans youth are marginalised, less powerful and are socially oppressed encourages trans youth stereotypes and demonstrates assumptions of the research outcome prior to data collection, contradictory to the explorative nature of this study. Criteria for critical theory can be recognised throughout this research; current social injustices, identifying action and providing strategies which can be implemented in society to change this. However, not all these criteria are guaranteed to be met due to the unknown nature of the participants experiences; a constructivist paradigm therefore remains the most applicable.
Theoretical Perspective 
The constructivist paradigm takes on an interpretive theoretical perspective due to the idiographic appreciation for each individual trans youth’s experience; understanding that ‘what is’ cannot be measured. Within this the phenomenology of each experience is captured and understood by viewing the individuals’ opinions and subjective accounts as interpretations of their world. Using qualitative methods and contextual descriptions and analysis, without focus on generalisation, a phenomenological theory will be applied when analysing the perceived impact, the media has on trans youth. Elements of critical inquiry theory can be identified throughout the study, however focus remains in line with a constructivist paradigm and an interpretive theoretical perspective. The paradigm and theory heavily influence the methodology applied within the research.


Methodology
There is not one theoretical framework for qualitative research nor is there one ideal methodology, but that it is important to match what the researcher wants to know with the chosen methodology, and that it is acknowledged and recognised that the methodology and theory are conscious decisions that must be made. Within this study a phenomenological methodology is in line with the constructivist paradigm and interpretivist theory. The phenomenological methodology has been identified to successfully access data which compliments the explorative approach (Gray, 2017).  This has been described as enabling data to emerge without ‘looking for answers’ (Groenewald, 2004). Emphasis is placed on explorative aspect of this study to allow a natural progression of the responses. It is considered imperative to this research that there is no underlying ‘answer’ being sought.
Consideration has been given to grounded theory and ethnographic methodology, both of which are inappropriate for this study. Grounded theory expects a theory to be presented from data collected (Creswell, 2013) which this study does not aim to accomplish as focus remains on gaining insight into the individual’s personal experiences.
An ethnographic methodology is understood to be an approach focussed on describing and interpreting the culture of a shared group (Creswell, 2013) which could be applied to those who identify as transgender, as demonstrated by Bail and Craig (2017). However, for the purpose of this study it seems unfair to describe the experiences of trans youth as shared, as each have their own personal experiences, as well as their own interpretations and perceptions of media coverage.  This study considers how experiences and accounts are unique to each person. In support of this, Stonewall (2017b) demonstrate statistical differences in online hate crime with the LGBT community, comparing 26% of non-binary individuals experiencing hate crime in comparison to 10% men and 8% women. This is an example of how analysing a group of people, such as LGBT as a culture who live similar experiences, is naive to the idiosyncrasies that can be seen when breaking down the statistics into individual identities.  Assuming an ethnographic methodology would not be reflective of the purpose of this study for this reason.
Although quantitative methodology can be used to support qualitative data, within a constructivist paradigm traditionally a qualitative methodology is seen most complimentary with the constructivist paradigm (Mackenzie and Knipe, 2006).

Method
Semi structured interviews are considered most appropriate for this study due to the phenomenological methodology.  Marshall and Rossman (1995) explain this as “a specific type of in-depth interview grounded in the theoretical tradition of phenomenology” (pp.82). Interviews have been recognised to be most in line with a constructivist paradigm as they enable the research to rely on participants points of view and perception, thereby following the interpretivist framework (Creswell, 2003) and demonstrate interaction between participant and researcher (Kvale and Brinkmann, 2009).
Consideration has been given to the use of focus groups, with arguments demonstrating advantages and disadvantages. A focus group has been suggested to enhance the credibility of the data as it encourages interaction and clarification within the group setting as they are amongst peers of their own age and enables a natural setting where children can open up to one another (Gibson, 2012). However, this is mainly applied to 8-12-year olds where greater consideration is required to the communication differences between children and adults, therefore, this is not applicable for the age range of this study. Although Bradbury-Jones, Sambrook and Irvine (2008) actively promote the use of combining phenomenology and focus groups, Webb and Kavern (2001) identify that a focus group conflicts with an essential element of phenomenology which is gaining an ‘essence of a phenomenon via an individual explanation of  experiences in an ‘uncontaminated’ way. As this study aims to give trans youth a “voice”, it is therefore more advantageous to ensure optimum contribution from all and therefore individual interviews are the preferred choice.
It is important that interviews conducted are in line with the research methodology, in this case phenomenological methodology. Bevan (2014) states that interviews continue to be the most dominant method of phenomenological research data collection, however there is little instruction as to how to carry this out successfully. Bevan (2014) outlines three criteria to enable the successful application; contextualisation, apprehending the phenomenon and clarifying the phenomenon.  In this study, the contextualisation recognises each person’s experience is different and explores how their personal context and perception of the experience will then inform discussions. Apprehending the phenomenon looks at the appreciation that the experiences are not limited to one person but that there are several modes of appearance that can be different for each person. In this case understanding that although each participant may view the media representation and portrayal of trans youth similarly, it cannot be assumed their perception is the same nor that it has had the same impact on them. In identifying the specific news stories participant’s feel have had the greatest impact, and exploring those individually,a phenomenological methodology is applied to the interview. Clarifying the phenomenon enables individual flexibility of the experiences. An individual account will be gathered from each participant with focus being on how they personally perceived, understood and felt about the media coverage of trans youth. 
An interview schedule will be followed; however, the use of a semi-structured interview enables flexibility and in-depth probing of areas of interest, whilst ensuring the interview stays within the parameters of the aims of the study. Berg (2007) describes this as a ‘basic checklist’ within an interview. Please see interview schedule in appendix A.
Strengths and weaknesses of interviews
A successful interview according to Dörnyei (2007) ensures that the interview flows naturally and that the finished product is rich in data, valuable to the overall studies aims.  Individualised interviews are more advantageous than questionnaire-style as they are recognised for being a “valuable method for exploring construction and negotiation of meaning in a natural setting” (Cohen et al, 2007, pp. 29) and useful in capturing first-hand interpretation of the impact the media may have on trans youth. A holistic snapchat can be captured (Alshenqeeti, 2014) as the use of interaction between researcher and participants enable both to press for incomplete answers or clarification over any confusion of the questions, and broaden the scope of understanding of a phenomenon, gaining a greater level of data accuracy (Berg, 2007).
Criticism has been given to the use of interviews alone due to the danger of the interpretations of data being simply those of the researcher.  To prevent this, Mojtahed, Nunes, Martins and Peng (2014) suggest using a decision-making map to aid the researcher and participant in negotiating the meanings and interpretations of the experiences collaboratively rather than the researcher doing this solo, post-interview.  However, as this method has been argued to cause a distraction this would detract from the formation of researcher and participant rapport and trust building throughout the interviews; it has therefore not been a consideration for this study.
An essential element of interviews is the building of trust between researcher and participant (Gilgun, 2005). Building a rapport and forming trust is influenced by practicing active listening, using both verbal and non-verbal cues (Hull, 2007) and demonstrating open mindedness, reassurance, supportive, empowering and empathetic language and behaviour Leach (2005). Awareness should be given to the balance between building rapport and maintaining distance to preserve ethical boundaries between researcher and participant, however provided that the researcher is consciously aware of this boundary, it can be managed by ensuring that there is no direct influence on the participants’ answers, providing adequate time to explore answers, and to continue with active listening. The building of rapport at the beginning of the interview and maintaining it throughout further mitigates the potential risk of their being unequal power relations between the researcher and participant.
Trustworthiness
Within qualitative research, reliability, validity and objectivity are associated with the concept of trustworthiness (Lincoln and Guba, 1985). There are four key concepts that need to be included for this study to be considered ‘trustworthy’.
Credibility is the equivalent of internal validity and is concerned with truth value of the research (Lincoln and Guba, 1985). Korstjens and Moser (2018) summarise the key ways to increase research credibility. Prolonged engagement denotes that enough time is given for familiarity of context. This can be actioned by asking participants to support any thoughts and feelings they have with a direct experience, with the researcher asking follow-up questions to ensure understanding is given to the context. Persistent observation refers to the researcher’s process of using the transcribed data several times throughout analysis and continually referring to it throughout coding. Berg (2007) recognises the benefit to using a recording device, as it provides a verbatim, accurate record of the interview and can be referred to throughout the research.  Triangulation can be understood from three angles; data triangulation can be seen by using several places to hold the interviews for cross-site consistency, instigator triangulation whereby several researchers code the data, and method triangulation using several methods to gather data. Within this research, data triangulation will take place naturally due to several youth groups being used. Investigator triangulation cannot be met due as it is a solo-researcher project. An additional strategy to ensure credibility is member check, which involves participants providing feedback on the data and allows participants to check whether the researcher has interpreted the data as the participant meant for it to be understood. As previously discussed, there are practical and ethical concerns regarding participants involvement throughout the study due to time constraints, participant availability and researcher time restrictions on completing the study Therefore, only if seen appropriate and beneficial to the participant, will member check be applied to this study. This is dependable on the participants recruited.
The second criteria for trustworthiness is transferability - describing how the experiences can be understood and assimilated by others (Lincoln and Guba, 1985). The strategy to ensure this is using rich description, whereby all information regarding the context, the settings, sample (including size, strategy and demographics), inclusion and exclusion criteria and interview procedure are reported within the final report. This will be fulfilled within this research.
Dependability and confirmability are combined for the third criteria. Dependability is concerned with the consistency of the research in line with the acceptable standards expected from the chosen design, and confirmability is ensuring that the interpretations gathered are not the researchers but are grounded in the original data. To ensure this is met an audit trail will be used throughout the study and a research support advisor with experience and knowledge of qualitative research will review the project throughout its process.
Finally, reflexivity is in line with the constructivist axiology as well as ensuring trustworthiness within the study. This will be met by using a reflective diary throughout the project, and if deemed necessary a reflective section will be provided within the final report.
Sample
Consideration must be given to the sample size suitable for a phenomenological interview study. Where Creswell (1998) suggests 5-25 interviews, Morse (1994) specifies at least 6 should be conducted. Within qualitative research, a smaller sample size is considered appropriate as the research requires in-depth understanding of a phenomenon (Dworkin, 2012) in comparison to quantitative studies. In addition, little concern is given to generalisation of the data nor is the purpose of the study to test a hypothesis. Therefore, an argument is given that saturation is the most important measurement of how many interviews are suitable for a study (Mason, 2010). Saturation is defined by Charmaz (2006) as “when gathering fresh data no longer sparks new theoretical insights, nor reveals new properties of your core theoretical categories” (pp. 113), however there is concern with regard to the experience of the researcher in being able to determine when saturation is met. Several factors further determine the number of interviews conducted, such as “quality of data, scope of the study, nature of the topic and the amount of useful information obtained” (Morse, 2000, pp.1). With this in consideration, this study will aim for 6-10 interviews to be conducted. The data sampling technique employed will stipulate the pre-determined criteria that the participants must be within the age range of 12-19 years old and identify as transgender.
The participants will be contacted via local LGBT youth group centres which have contact details publicly online. An email will be sent to each centre explaining the study and asking for volunteers from the youth groups, if interested, to participate. Initially, three youth groups will be contacted with aim that at least 2 participants from each will come forward in order to meet the minimum interview number of 6. If the minimum is not met, then further local youth groups will be contacted until 6-10 interviews are organised.
Data Analysis
Thematic Analysis (TA) is described as a “method for identifying, analysing and reporting patterns (themes) within data” (Braun and Clarke, 2006). TA has been identified to be within several analytical methods with little consideration for it being a method in its own right, however Braun and Clarke (2006) argue that this is a suitable analytical method due to it being a foundational qualitative method, appropriate for novice researchers.
TA has been identified for flexibility with its ability to cross over into several epistemological and ontological perspectives, and thus not restrictive based on theoretical positions in comparison to other specific analysis methods. For example, Interpretive phenomenological analysis is bound by a phenomenological theoretical framework and epistemology (Smith and Osborn, 2003), which although compliments the primary framework to this study, flexibility has been given to the similarities between transformative methodology and the aims of this study.
TA is often used in line with a constructionist paradigm as latent TA ensures development of themes involving interpretative work from the researcher. In turn, it is seen as a recursive process rather than a linear one where emphasis is places on reflexivity throughout (Braun and Clarke, 2006). TA utilises and acknowledges the researcher’s perspectives and knowledge relevant to the project to produce coherent understanding of the data. This compliments the studies understanding of the subjective nature and co-creation of reality the participant and researcher produce from the study. Applying a constructionist epistemology TA enables meaning and experience which are socially produced to be explored rather than the understanding that these are inherently within individuals (Burr, 1995).
This study will follow Braun and Clarke’s (2006) six step process to successfully undertake TA; familiarising yourself with the data, generating initial codes, searching for themes, reviewing themes, defining and naming themes and producing the report. Consideration has been given to the potential problems with using TA such as research bias affecting its validity, the lack of analysis if questions asked during the interviews are used as themes, and the mismatch between theory and analysis applied due to the importance of data interpretation complimenting the theoretical framework. These factors have been mitigated via the awareness of the flexibility of using TA as an analytical method in its own right, as discussed by Braun and Clarke (2006), ensuring interview questions will not be used as themes and applying the strategies discussed previously to ensure trustworthiness within the data collection and analysis.
A pilot study would ideally be used within the research design (Hassan, Schattner and Mazza, 2006) however time constraints would need to be considered. Please see below for anticipated time scale.
Ethical considerations
Gathering informed consent is outlined as essential within the British Sociological Association (BSA, 2017) and the Ethical Research Involving Children (ERIC, 2019) guidelines. Participants aged 12-16 will require parental consent as stated within University of Wales Trinity and Saint David code of ethics (UWTSD, 2018).  Appendix B.
The right to withdraw, confidentiality and anonymity statements will be made; confidentiality will only be breached in the case of safeguarding concerns following BSA (2017) guidelines. Following NSPCC (2012) the structure of the interview will ensure participants have time for ‘normal’ level of conversation as well as any questions or concerns. An information leaflet will be provided with details of support groups and further information.
Other
A provisional timescale of events is demonstrated within the table below (Table 1). This has been developed with the understanding that 600 hours are provided for dissertation work and therefore have been broken down into 8 months of work (one academic year) October to May.
Table 1: Timescale
	Aspect of research
	Time expected to spend on it

	Background research
	2 months – allows time for extensive research around the chosen topic and informs the ethics form prior to data collection.

	Ethics application submitted
	1 month – allows time for completion of ethics form, review by personal tutor and submission /return from Ethics Committee.

	Data collection
	2 months – upon ethical approval, youth groups will be contacted with expected turnaround of 2 weeks response. Six to ten one-hour interviews will be arranged over 6 weeks.

	Data analysis
	2 months – Austin and Sutton (2015) suggest it can take on average 8 hours to transcribe forty-five-minute interviews. Therefore, under the assumption 10 hours of interviews will be collected around 56 hours should be assigned to transcription. In turn this is can take over 2 weeks to complete therefore 4 weeks are given to this process.
After transcribing 4 weeks are given for analysis of themes and coding of the data to ensure this process is not rushed at the sacrifice of the analysis validity.

	Writing dissertation
	1 month – writing the report is estimated to be completed by May.



Budget
The budget considered for this study is minimal due to the free access to a Dictaphone already owned by the researcher, no additional resources are required during the project. The only expense will be travel costs.
Dissemination
Researcher’s personal tutor will have access to the final report as it is an academic dissertation.
Conclusion
To conclude, this research will provide an opportunity for areas that impact trans youth regarding media coverage to emerge from the data and in turn identify possible gaps within current knowledge found in literature. It will provide further support for the charities trans media watch and Mermaids in their aims to educate and challenge the UK media’s portrayal of trans youth. The approach taken enables the participants’ voices to be heard and provides support and empowerment to a community who are often underrepresented and misrepresented in both research and the media.
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Consent Form 

Title: Experiences and perceived impact on the media coverage of transgender youth.
Principal Investigator: Olivia Earl 

Introduction

The purpose of this form is to provide you information that may affect your decision as to whether or not you wish to participate / let your child participate in this research study.  

Please note that if you 16 or above you do not have to gain parental consent, and your consent alone will enable you to participate in the research. If you are under 16 please read and complete this form with your parent/guardian as both yours and a parent’s consent is required for your participation in this study. 

The person conducting the research will describe the study to you and answer all your questions.  Read the information below and ask any questions you might have before deciding whether or not to participate /give your permission for your child to take part in the study. If you decide you want to /your child can be involved in this study, this form will be used to record your permission.

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study is to empower young transgender people who are often misrepresented or discussed in the media without their own experiences being considered and the impact this has. This study therefore aims to provide a platform for those who identify as transgender and are between the ages of 12-19 to have their experiences of the UK media to be heard, and the potential impact they feel this has had on them. 

What am I/my child going to be asked to do?

You/your child will be asked to participate in a one-to-one interview with the researcher to discuss experiences of the UK media coverage of trans people and to discuss feelings/thoughts surrounding these. This study will take one hour for the interview to be completed and there will be 5-9 other people involved in this study.

You/ your child will be audio recorded during the interview.   




What are the risks involved in this study?

Possible risks associated with this study are that you/your child may discuss sensitive topics which could provoke upsetting memories and feelings. Support will be provided throughout the interview by the interviewer if you/your child is getting overwhelmed and the interview can be stopped at any moment, or a break can be provided. This will be discussed with you/your child before the interview begins and reminded throughout if the researcher can see that you/your child is becoming distressed. Support information for charities and support lines will be provided at the end of the interview to take away with you/your child. 


What are the possible benefits of this study?

This study may be beneficial to you/your child as it is a safe place to discuss the potential impact that the media has had on you/them and thus empower you/your child to be listened to with regard to this. Societal benefits may also be seen as this research aims to use information gathered from this study to educate news media outlets and policies on their coverage of trans youth and in turn ensure a more inclusive representation is portrayed in the future. However, this cannot be a confirmed benefit of the study due to it being a dissertation and therefore there is not guarantee this research will be published. 

Will there be any incentives for participation?

You / your child will not receive any type of incentive for participating in this study. 

How will privacy and confidentiality be protected in this research study?


Your/your child’s privacy and the confidentiality of their data will be protected by ensuring that names and other data that can be used to identify you/your child are anonymized via pseudonyms and identification numbers. No information will be discussed outside the interview room about the interview, and information will not be passed on to anyone unless there is a clear safeguarding issue. 

In line with BSA (2017) statement of ethical practice, confidentiality and anonymity will only be breached when there are clear safeguarding issues.  If a child is considered at risk i.e. if the child is neglected, harmed or threatening to harm themselves or another person, will you/your child’s information be shared, and appropriate action taken.  

If it becomes necessary, the University may need to review the study records.  If this happens, information that can be linked to your child will be protected to the extent permitted by law. Your/ your child’s research records will not be released without your consent unless required by law or a court order. 

If you choose to participate in this study, your/ your child will be audio recorded.  Any audio recordings will be stored securely and only the research team will have access to the recordings.  Recordings will be kept until the researcher has graduated and then erased.  


Whom to contact with questions about the study? 
 
Prior, during or after your participation you can contact the researcher Olivia Earl at 07534917313 or send an email to 1904711@student.uwtsd.ac.uk for any questions or if you feel that you have been harmed. This study has been reviewed and approved by University of Wales Trinity Saint David Ethics Review Board. 



































Signature 
 
You are making a decision about participating /allowing your child to participate in this study. 

If you are over 16 and do not require parental consent, your signature below indicates you have read the information provided above and have decided to participate in the study. If you later decide that you wish to withdraw from the study, you may discontinue your participation at any time.  You will be given a copy of this document.

If you are a parent of a child who is under 16, your signature below indicates that you are 18 years or older and have read the information provided above and have decided to allow them to participate in the study. If you later decide that you wish to withdraw your permission for your child to participate in the study, you may discontinue his or her participation at any time.  You will be given a copy of this document.

If you are over 16 and do not require parents’ consent, please fill this top part out only.
If you do require parents’ consent, please complete this top section and ask your parent/guardian complete the second section: 

Participant consent: 

_________________________________
Printed Name of Participant



_________________________________				_________________
Signature of participant 	Date



_________________________________				_________________	
Signature of Researcher 						Date

Parental consent: 


						
Printed Name of Parent(s) or Legal Guardian



_________________________________				_________________
Signature of Parent(s) or Legal Guardian	Date



_________________________________				_________________	
Signature of Research    						Date
What is the perceived impact that news media coverage of trans youth has on trans young people?

Interview Schedule


Introduce topic and notes on the interview:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Olivia, Master’s student at the university of Wales Trinity Saint David studying Equity and Diversity in society. 
· I’m interested in the perceived impact that the UK media coverage of trans young people has on trans young people. This interview is an opportunity for you to tell ‘your side of the story’ as young people often aren’t asked or included in research on the impact that the media can have on then. 
· I hope this interview makes you feel listened to with regards to your experiences, feelings and views on the day to day life of a young person who is transgender and how the news coverage has an impact on you (if you feel it does). 
I do hope you enjoy taking part. I just want to cover some general points about how the interview will be conducted. 

· For the duration of the interview, I ask that your turn off your phone, or at least put it on silent as I have mine. If you must respond to a call, please let me know and we can take a break from the interview or stop the interview early if required. 
· There are no right or wrong answers here, so don’t feel I will judge anything you say and please feel free to correct anything I say or ask further questions/clarify anything. 
· I may ask you to expand on an idea/opinion you have, ask why you feel that way, what experience may have led you to have that belief/attitude. It helps with my understanding and research of the full experiences, feelings etc. that might be covered. If you do not feel comfortable doing so then please say and I will not push any further. 
· If you feel uncomfortable at any time, feel free to let me know if you want to take a break, stop recording or end the interview early. Also remember that you have the right to withdraw from the interview at any time without having to give a reason why.  
Interview layout: 
1. Overview of myself, then an overview of you as a person – get to know each other
2. Broad questions regarding the media and trans representation 
3. Looking at specific experiences that you have and the impact you feel that has had on you 
4. Summarising, debrief and ‘cool down’ 

So, before we begin, have you any questions? 

Interview guide & prompts: 

Begin interview - Getting to know the participant / building rapport
 
· Introduce myself including pro-nouns, my age, my work with mermaids (build trust) 
· I am a passionate alley with the community and volunteer for the charity mermaids who support gender diverse children – I speak to young people, parents, teachers and professionals on a webchat for three hours a week to provide support and signposting for those that need it.
· I work 3 days a week in a office, 2 days a week studying for uni – I enjoy running, bowling, cooking, painting but mostly Netflix as a way to ‘chill out’ at the end of the day 
· Ask participant if there happy to give their, their age, their pro-nouns, what they were assigned at birth and when they began transitioning (their story) 
· General interest and hobbies, school/college
· Prompt slightly on these sorts of questions and set open and trusting atmosphere 

1. I would like to start by asking – When I say news media coverage of transgender people – what comes to mind? 
· Where is it most prominent/platforms? 
· How often do you see news coverage?
· General thoughts about the stories/messages they convey


2. Do you think that trans young people are represented within the media? 
What situation or news story are you thinking of when answering this?
Can you give me example of it? 
a. What was the situation? 
b. What happened? 
c. What were your reactions? 
d. How did you feel? 


3. What experiences of news coverage do you believe may have impacted you? 
· why? 
· What aspects of your life have they impacted? 
· How does it make you feel? 
· Do you think some aspects affect you more than others?
· Any positives/negative 


REST OF SCHEDULE ON PAGE 2>>>
4. Do you think trans young people are stigmatised by the media?
a. What you have experienced which makes you come to that conclusion?  
· What might help reduce this stigmatisation?
b. Raising awareness? 
c. Changing attitudes? 
d. Anything else?


5. Is there anything you would suggest improving media – either news coverage or media in general for trans young people?
a. How do you think that would work? 
b. What could universities do to help to prevent sexual harassment? 
c. To what extent could the media play an influence in prevention? 
d. What have you experienced that would make you think that would work? 


Closing the interview:
6. Any questions? / last thoughts? 
7. Thanks & debrief, chance to ask further questions to researcher 
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