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My research question –

What is the best road surface for motorways?

Hypothesis – 
‘More accidents happen on motorways where the road surface is of a poor quality’


Aims - 
1. Aim to research the many types of road surfaces
2. Aim to research the advantages and disadvantages of each surface
3. Aim to research on what the best option would be for a motorway
4. Aim to broaden my knowledge on roadworks and highways

Objectives – 
1. Find in depth statistical data on road crashes where road quality is poor.
2. Prove that mortality rate is higher when it is in worse condition
3. Find what road surfacing types give the best traction and smoothness.
4. Prove that crashes happen a lot less when the quality is higher
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1.0 What new skills did you learn in the period?

During this period I thoroughly used research to advance my knowledge in the subject area of motorways and weather conditions, I did a literature review on motorway accidents correlating with bad surface finishes and harsh weather to advance this knowledge and deep internet and text research also allowed me to find relevant information to help me, I found lots of statistical data which gave me numerical information along with specialist information provided by a range of civil engineers, and I think this helped a lot with my research skills and how I can communicate it into a piece of work.

2.0 How have you been able to adapt and use these skills within the work environment?

Although I haven’t been able to really use my new learnt skills in a work environment as of yet due to not being employed yet within construction as I have gone straight from college to university I think I’ve been able to incorporate many of my skills into my university work as I used many of these new learnt skills to build a comprehensive literature review along with some research pieces that I have used to build my knowledge to be able to give clear information to the reader of my work, I believe the numerical and specialist information skills I’ve learnt have allowed me to be able to give factual information within my work to support my opinions.

3.0	What was the highlight and why?
The highlight so far was being able to dissect the sources I found online into a work piece within my research proposal and literature review and broadening my knowledge on the subject, I feel I summarised and analysed previous research made by professionals well along with applying their theories and incorporating them into my own.

4.0 What part of the task / activity were most challenging and least challenging
I found the research and finding sources the least challenging part of the project so far as I believe I am good at gathering information as I have prior experience in doing so, I believe independent learning has been a great skill I have been able to utilise so far along with at times using problem solving and technological skill to carry this out, but personally I found time management the most difficult challenge as I have found it hard to organise my pacing and working within the deadline constraint as I have a lot of commitments within the week, I’ve also struggled with managing the project with where I want to go next within my work and what’s best to include within my work, but my biggest roadblock so far has definitely been not having a job within construction yet, as I believe I could get so much more information and learn so much more skills by having one, I’ve tried to overcome this by applying to workplaces and work experience within the university so hopefully it won’t be a roadblock for much longer.


5.0 How are you progressing according to your objectives

I believe I have done well progressing my aims and objectives as I’ve researched many of the answers that I intended to gather within my aims like the different types of road surfaces, advantages and disadvantages of each, the best option for highways and I’ve one hundred percent broadened my knowledge on roads and motorways. With my objectives I would say I’ve completed a few but definitely not all as I would say I’ve completed objective one which was to ‘find in depth statistical data on road crashes where road quality is poor’ as I found many research papers with numerical and specialist data. I would like to find more information on objective two which was proving mortality rate is higher as there is limited data on this so I will need to delve deeper into sources like maybe books, journals and such. I would say I’m yet to complete the rest which is my next step in the project.
