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Children, Young People and Families
[bookmark: _Toc32326045]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc32326046]          Children and young people face the maximum risk in the world, and it is not an issue restricted to one country or city (Krug et al., 2002). The reason behind this is their vulnerability that opens them up to crimes worldwide. Governments have been battling these crimes from the 1870s till now. However, the situation back then and today is very different. In the past the crimes against children was many, but as time progressed the crimes against children has reduced, which is due the establishment of several organisation to fight such crimes. The real change happened in the year of 1989 when various laws began to be established to protect the welfare of children and young people (Thomas, 2009). One of the biggest organisations set up to protect the child and young people from crimes is the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). This is an organisation set up to deal with child and young people’s welfare worldwide. 
[bookmark: _Toc32326047]           Crimes against disabled children is also very high and the UNCRC focuses on providing them the higher level of protection, because they have higher level of vulnerability as compared to normal children and young people. According to a report by UNCRC (n.d.) there are over 25 million children that are homeless around the world thus making up half of the refugee population across all countries. There are nearly 100 million children left to live on the streets today. Each of these practices are considered as violation of the rights of a child by the UNCRC. This study will focus on understanding the changes and development of social construction towards children, young people and families’ welfare. The study will seek to throw light on the changing patterns of this social construct from historical times to the present.  
[bookmark: _Toc32326048]2. Provide and compare definitions of childhood 
         The definition of a child or childhood is very vague and does not provide much insight into the word. However, it is necessary to differentiate the differences between child and childhood. A child as per the Cambridge dictionary (2009) is defined as a young boy or girl from birth to 18 years of age depending on the different countries and the age set by them for adulthood. However, in the UK a person is a child from the time of their birth till they are 18 years of age. The term childhood once again is vaguely defined by Cambridge dictionary (2009) as childhood being the time when a person is below the age of adulthood. However, according to the concept from Rousseau (1754) proposed that the concept of childhood being about blamelessness and a child was born innocent until the world influenced them to do wrong.

[bookmark: _Toc32326049]3. Changes in lives of children and families from historical times to now
         There has been a dramatic change in the risks to the development of children, young people and families from the past to now. There has been a dramatic reduce in crimes against children and young people even in the UK. The government records show that the rate of violence and homicide in Wales and England have declined from the latter half of the 1990s. a report from the Home Office (2010) shows that the crime rates involving children below the age one year was as high as 54 per million between 1998-1999, which the  rate dropped to 27 cases per million in the year of 2008 to 2009. 
          According to (Prout, 2005), to start, childhood is a position that is documented worldwide and all through history, which sometimes perceive the child as innocent ,susceptible, a consumer, a worker next to other family earners and a threat to civilization and it is a structure that changes over time and place. Historians of childhood have argued over the definition, such as Aries (1960) quoted by Veerman (1992, p5) fixed the concept of ‘childhood’ didn’t live before the seventeenth century; so, children were mini adults with the same privileges, duties and talent. 
            Another illustration has seen from Locke (1632-1734) plus the ‘Tabula Rasa’ representation. This suggests that children were ethically neutral and were the merchandise of their parents according to Horner, (2012). The nineteenth century demonstrated that it was the parent’s duty to give love, affection and relevant correction, to bring out the good in their natural world. Thus, helping them to become donating members of society. This could easily guide to fault the parents as good or bad based on the nature of their child, since the child was not considered as his own agent. Legislation such as the 1834 Poor Law Reform Act would hold up Locke’s concept as children who were posted to workhouses, would participate in schooling to impression information. Evidently several dishonours occurred from prisoner eating rotting flesh from bones to stay alive. 
           In England the children under the child protection plan as 30,300 in the year of 2000 and it dropped to 25,700 in 2002 and it continued to stay below 26,000 till the year of 2006 (DFE, 2010a). Finkelhor and Jones (2006) point out that this decline was common only in developed countries due to some successful child protection plans, especially the child sexual abuse policy. The decline in sexual assault on children was the most seen and it was due to the successful plan protecting children from sexual abuse. 
         The various crimes against children that became known and spread across England prompted several more child protection policies. The brutal treatment and death of Victoria and the death of Peter Connelly seen an increase in child protection policies in England. In the year of 2006 there were around 26,000 child protection plans established and in 2008 it went up to 29,200 and 34,100 in the of 2009 and 39,100 in 2010 (DFE, 2010a). the same increase was also witnessed in Scotland and in Wales as well (Sutton, 2010). The same was also witnessed in Northern Ireland with several new child protection registrations happening from 2003 (DHSSPS, 2010). The various polices established by the government in order to protect he welfare of the children are as follows: 
Act of 2014
· Families will receive an extra sustain through a new system of mutual parental leave which offers the right to apply flexible working and developed childcare for effective parents.
· An argument is running through the Bill which is the about the development of children’s rights.
· Greater safety to helpless children and better holds up for children whose parents are going to separate.
· A new structure to assist children with educational needs and disabilities.
· Assisting the parents to maintain work and family life both. Important changes to the taking on system can be put into tradition.
· Improvement for children in care can be applied including giving them the option to continue with their promote families until their 21st birthday.
· While much of the satisfied of the bill relates to England. Only some supplies also relate to Wales.
· These include: According to Children in Wales 2014,
Family justice – There are several supplies to change the process of the family justice system as optional by the Family Justice Review.
Flexible working and rights to leave and pay – Several supplies associated to flexible working for parents including the law-making promise made in the Government Response to the Modern Workplaces discussion.
[bookmark: _Toc32326050]4. Discuss the impact of the established polices on child protection
         The policies established to protect the child from risk has helped in reducing the rate of child abuse to a considerable amount. The several crimes against children that came to light prompted the government to make punishments against the culprits tougher. Further, the new policies and the crimes against has cause an awareness to parents and relatives in regard to safeguarding their children, which is the most effective method of reducing the recorded crime against children, especially sexual abuse on children. 
         Parents and guardians have become more protective and watchful of their children that has resulted in reducing the child abuse.  In order to think how child defence policy and practice has been wrought, a definition of child safety and important damage and abuse is required. According to DFE, 2011, the Department for Education tells child safety as the deed that is carried out to defend children who are affecting, or are likely to suffer, vital harm. Furthermore, consistent with the Children Act (1989) defines damage as ill-treatment including abandon, touching, sexual and physical mistreatment. Interestingly, according to, Parton et al (2012) proposed that determinations of what should be careful child mistreatment are socially constructed and are therefore pensive of the civilization and values at an exact on the spot in time. As the crime against children came to light and the brutality attached to it caused dramatic reactions from the government thus resulting in levying stern rules and harsh action against the culprits. This changed the environment where a child lives from a negligible state to a more vigilant state. As pointed out by Harding (1997) that the era known as ‘laissez faire’ to a more vigilant environment. 
         The prime reason for inequalities in health is economical inequalities. Children of educated and well to do parents would live a healthier life compared to children of poorer parents (WHO, 2020). In the year of 1997 the government of England focused on dealing with the health inequalities in a strong way. In the year of 2004 the Department of Health in England prime target was to reduce the gap in life expectancy, which is the result of health inequalities. By the year of 2010 the gap in health inequalities was reduced to 10% with the help of several government policies for the underprivileged people. 
[bookmark: _Toc32326051]5. Range of Approach and interventions and its effectiveness 
          The world has seen several interventions to protect the rights of children, young people and families. There has been changes made to several polices over the years as numerous crimes against children and young people came to light. The evil of health inequalities had also been exposed and several polices to reduce this evil from society has been established as well with good effect. There are different types of environment that a children and young people live in, they are as follows: 
[bookmark: _Toc32326052]         Physical Environment:  Physical situations such as protection, console and temperature/climate, foodstuff and water.
[bookmark: _Toc32326053]        Socioeconomic Atmosphere: Wealth available, family configuration, employment and background.
[bookmark: _Toc32326054]        Psychosocial Atmosphere: The consequence of relationships on the improving personality - love, anxiety, ignorance or encouragement, unkindness or abuse - parenting experience.
[bookmark: _Toc32326055]       Intellectual Atmosphere: The inspiration to believe, converse, read, watch, explore and research.
         Each of this environment needs to be suitable for the best development of a child. The various challenges that came to light from each of the above environment determined the changes in each of the policies. There have been cases like the Victoria case that seen the child being kept in a physically dangerous environment, where her Aunt and her boyfriend physically tortured the little girl till she died. The promoted stern rules against such culprits and levied action against the official care takers as well and the organisations that were to help Victoria and failed to do so. Thus, ensuring that the culprits that would harm a child or fail to ensure their safety would face stern action, which resulted in reduced abuse against children and young people. The various acts of 1933, 1989, 2010 and 2014 are some of the acts that helped in protecting the child and young people from several crimes. The act of 2010 was established in to reduce the health inequalities in the society, which covered children that are physically, mentally disabled and those that have been affected by such disabilities (Gov.uk, 2017a). 


[bookmark: _Toc32326056]Recommendations 
· Train and develop people towards protecting the interest of children and young people 
· Cause awareness of the stern laws to established to culprits causing harm to children 
· Identify people suffering from psychological disorders that involves harming children and conduct treatment for them
· Maintain continuous watch on previous offenders 
· Make use of technology to help children being tracked or protected from harm 
· Train and develop children to protect themselves and the ability to understand risks 



[bookmark: _Toc32326057]Conclusion 
     Protecting one another is the sole duty of humans to a fellow human and protecting the welfare of children, young people and families are more critical since it is defending the vulnerable people from harm. Children and young people are weaker than adults and hence there are unable to defend themselves from harm. Hence, it is necessary to safeguard them from danger and to do the government has established several polices, which helped in reducing the crimes against children to a considerable amount and allowing several children enjoy their rights. 
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All children have needs


Children are entitled to have their needs met


Needs can only be met if adults take responsibility for meeting them


Recognition of responsibility leads to recognition that children have rights


Fulfilment of  rights means children’s needs are met
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