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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? 

The project option I have decided to take is the 8,000 word project. 
 

Please remove the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Lydia Furber

	STUDENT ID No: 2134409

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

An investigation into the impact of children witnessing domestic abuse within a household: Are these children more vulnerable to becoming involved in similar relationships in the future?


INTRODUCTION:

I have chosen to focus my dissertation on this subject because, since my tenure as a police officer, a significant proportion of the calls, police respond to involve domestic abuse incidents. Frequently, children are present at these locations and are subjected to the trauma of such experiences. I am particularly interested in exploring Adverse Childhood Experiences and their potential effects on these children. Moreover, (Thornton, 2014) explains how domestic abuse continues to be prevalent in the UK, accounting for 214% of all violent crimes. Furthermore, 12% of children under the age of 11 have been exposed to domestic abuse occurring between adults in their households. It is evident that children are acutely aware of both the incidents of violence and poses a risk to subsequent effects. 

This raises significant concerns not only for the health and well-being of the child but also for the potential normalisation of violence within relationships, which may elevate the likelihood of the child entering a domestic abuse relationship later in life. Additionally, Thornton (2014) indicates that a study involving 246 children, whose mothers had experienced physical assault by their partners, revealed that 73% of these children had directly observed the assaults on their mothers. Furthermore, 52% had witnessed the injuries that resulted from these incidents, and a significant 92% were found to have been in the same or adjacent room during the assaults.

Domestic violence in a household can profoundly affect a child's development, influencing their lifestyle choices and the nature of relationships they may establish in adulthood, which is a real concern given the above statistics. Furthermore, when children experience both abuse and neglect, it is probable that their attachment styles will be insecure, often manifesting as disorganised or controlling behaviours. This can lead to detrimental effects on the child's mental and emotional well-being, explored by (Coburn & Gormally, 2013).




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· To investigate and analyse the short and long term impacts domestic abuse has on a child.
· To select an appropriate research approach to explore public views and fellow police officers of Gwent police views and understanding about Adverse Childhood Experiences within a child. 
· To investigate and analyse the current available literature on current statistics on a child entering a domestic abuse relationship in the future. 



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

For some background reading, I have used two articles and a report from NSPCC, which have been referenced below.

Although I will continue to use articles, government reports, textbooks, and journals to complete my dissertation. 

There exists a significant gap in the research concerning the potential correlation between children who have observed domestic abuse and their likelihood of entering abusive relationships in the future, as well as the statistical data surrounding this issue. Furthermore, I contend that there is a pressing need for investigation into both the short-term and long-term effects that domestic abuse inflicts on children.

Although, Thornton (2014) indicates that a study involving 246 children, whose mothers had experienced physical assault by their partners, revealed that 73% of these children had directly observed the assaults on their mothers. 

Therefore it is evident that children who have been exposed to domestic violence are likely to experience adverse effects on their behavioural functioning, given the statistics above, a vast majority of children witness domestic abuse. While the impact of such trauma may vary from one child to another, it is common for them to encounter a range of and mental health and physical issues as a result. (NSPCC learning, 2021) illustrates 1 in 5 children have been exposed to domestic abuse. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
The research methods I am going to do are a questionnaire, which will be directed towards fellow colleagues and members of the public.  Another research method I am going to do is focus groups.

The employment of questionnaires is particularly advantageous for my research topic, as it facilitates the collection of diverse responses through a combination of open and open-ended questions. This method is conducive to gathering data efficiently within a limited timeframe. Additionally, the use of online questionnaires enables outreach to respondents located in remote areas.

Additionally, the utilisation of focus groups is warranted as it facilitates the collection of insights and perspectives from participants. Given that my research title is subjective opinions, this method will enable me to obtain comprehensive insights into individuals' viewpoints, thereby enhancing the understanding of public sentiment and providing immediate feedback relevant to my research topic.



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

Concerning my target sample, I plan to solicit participation from both Gwent police officers and members of the public for my research. My objective is to design questionnaires and focus group discussions that consist of general questions aimed at understanding the viewpoints of the public.

I believe this sample is best for my research because engaging with police officers from Gwent Police and members of the public will provide a broad spectrum of insights. Police officers frequently respond to domestic incidents, often involving the same families, which allows them to observe the effects of such situations on children, including behavioural changes and social interactions. This experiential knowledge will inform their responses to the questionnaire. Furthermore, Gwent police officers have received training that includes the concept of Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs), while members of the public may possess direct experience or have been victims of domestic abuse, enriching the data collected.




	ETHICAL ISSUES:
N/A – All documents and research utilised in this study will be accessible to the public, ensuring transparency. The questions posed will be specifically designed for members of the public and fellow police officers. Individuals who are vulnerable or children will not be included in the inquiry.


	TIME SCALE:

Introduction – 10/09/24
Objective 1: 15/10/24
Objective 2: 25/11/24
Methodology: 16/12/24 
Objective 3: 20/01/25
Research from survey methods - 10/02/25
Findings & conclusion: 10/03/25
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