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	-Aims and Objectives:

Nodau ac Amcanion

My aims and objectives for this dissertation are to critically evaluate and compare the domesticated, conventional, and expected roles of women living within the Amish religious lifestyle in modern North America. 

I will do this by firstly exploring the background historical context of Amish women through the Amish persecution and exile to North America (1692-1730). I then plan to gather introductory background information of modern positions/roles of Amish women through the works of current experts in the field including Prof. Donald B. Kraybill and his books which include: ‘Simply Amish: An Essential Guide From The Foremost Expert On Amish Life’ and the: ‘Riddle of Amish Culture.’ I will also look at the work of Karen M. Johnson-Weiner in: ‘Amish Women and Entrepreneurship’ and also: The Lives of Amish Women (Young Center Books in Anabaptist and Pietist Studies.’ These introductory readings will be vital for research of Amish women, as they explore and analyse the roles and statuses of modern Amish women throughout different groups and communities from Pennsylvania, to Ohio; as well as having thorough explanations on who, and what, the different Amish communities are, and the differences within each of them.
 By commencing this research, I am laying the groundwork to gather further sources, and evaluate the roles of Amish women in modern American society. I will do further research through new, (not yet decided) branches of the topic, to gain a deeper insight and knowledge of the Amish women for this Master’s dissertation.


	-Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
Since its origins and through their exile through persecution from Switzerland, to the American states such as Pennsylvania and Ohio, Amish women have always been expected to perform traditional and conventional domestic roles within Amish households. 
The ideal Amish individual has great emphasis on living a good, simple, and biblically led life, in order to achieve salvation with God. Also, despite the many positive virtues the Amish way of life imposes on those that conform to it, it may seem to outsiders of this religious way of life, that Amish women are in strict and confined positions within Amish households. 

Hence, for this dissertation, I will be critically evaluating the modern positions, roles, expectations, and even reformative changes of different Amish women in different branches of Amish communities. This will mainly range, from the Old Order/Swartzentruber Amish to the more reformed Mennonite Amish.

I will look at different topics of modern Amish life when it comes to my critical evaluation on their roles and integration in modern America. One topic I will be looking at is of Amish-run businesses and how these have evolved over the last 50 years to incorporate a more family-run mindset for Amish and their work. This includes the help of Amish women and helps in the debate over their obligated domestic and family duties. Plus, I will argue that this line of work helps demonstrate for Amish women that they are just as capable of their husbands and further reformative developments will be explored through more dissertation research over the academic year.

Another topic I will be looking at is how Amish women handle medical advancements, treatments, and their roles in the current Coronavirus pandemic. Due to the Coronavirus pandemic occurring recently and still currently happening, I plan to explore online databases of any newspaper and online media articles relating to how Amish communities have coped under the pandemic. This will aid in better understanding how the Amish handle illnesses and medical factors. Additionally, highlighting the tasks Amish have done in accordance with their lifestyle and accordance’s to Bible teachings. 
Another topic that I am interested to explore is of women who have exiled from Amish communities. I intend to research on why some Amish women felt it best to leave the Amish lifestyle, compared to those who truly embrace the biblically simple way of life. Additionally, I will also look at marriage and relationships through youth groups for Amish women and the expectations as they develop from child-adulthood and through the event of “Rumspringa”. Due to new communities of Amish adopting more modern ways of life, I plan to analyse how modern Amish women deal with relationships and expected marriage from the Old Order Amish, to the Mennonite and more reformed Amish groups. 
I will also analyse various rules and guidelines within the Amish “Ordnung”, which are sets of values by churches that differentiate depended on what Amish community one is in. This is an interesting topic as many Amish families use the Ordnung to help guide them throughout their lives. Hence, I will explore how following the Ordnung effects the lives of Amish women, comparing between two different Amish communities of the Old Order/Swartzentruber Amish and the more reformed Mennonite Amish communities.
When covering my research through my current sources, I will develop my topics further once I look through more found sources into the academic year. This is in order to better develop my already chosen topics as well as possibly changing and eventually selecting new topics for the rest of the dissertation.
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