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Research Question: How do clearly defined success criteria enhance the effectiveness of assessment for learning in improving student outcomes?
Introduction 
Throughout this assignment, the writer will be discussing the findings from conducting research using a range of research tools, such as questionnaires and interviews. The topic of the research is assessment for learning (here after referred to as AfL) and how using the strategy of success criteria (here after referred to as SC) effectively supports student outcomes. AfL is a well-known formative assessment practice that schools use to establish the knowledge that has been learnt and to plan the teaching for future lessons. It seeks and interprets how students take evidence and information in from each session, using a variety of strategies formed by teachers (Welsh Government, 2013). The writer will be discussing data collected from a research day within a previous placement school, with questionnaires filled out by teachers on their views of the use of SC and how it supports student outcomes, and interviews participated in on their views of how they understand how to use SC and how it supports them in assessing their understanding of the lesson.  
Literature review 
Hattie, J. (2019) expresses that teaching professionals should display the students learning criteria for each lesson, as this gives students a pathway to the learning intended within the lesson. If SC are not displayed this can lead to the students not being made aware of what the specifics are of the learning intention. The learning intention and learning outcomes provide direction for students within their learning. Hattie agrees that the success criteria should be well structured for students as it can lead to misunderstanding of the learning intention and misguided learning methods. An interview, participated in by Hattie, J. (2015), suggested instead of giving students a SC or learning intention and allowing them to set off on the task, it may be better to show them what a good example looks like and what a less good example looks like. After speaking to teaching professionals, the writer asked what they thought SC meant to them throughout a lesson, they replied that it supports the final product from across a series of lessons.  From the teachers experience, they have found that by having an example of what success looks like was helpful as it gave students confidence to find a successful strategy to support their own learning.  Eagon, T.  (2023) implies that students’ success comes from a positive relationship between student and teacher. Establishing this positive relationship can encourage students to feel valued and supported by teachers. SC encourage academic and personal success, by enabling students to ask simple questions about their learning, what, why and how will I learn? SC make learning targets visible for both students and teachers.  The article expresses that when teachers are unclear about the learning then students are known to lose motivation and focus within lessons, leading to low academic outcomes. Effective communication of SC can support academic outcomes of students and promote student-teacher relationships.  
Vygotsky, L (1934), identifies  the Zone of Proximal development (hereafter referred to as ZPD) showing the difference between what students can learn with and without help. His theory shows guidance and encouragement from a skilled partner impacts achievement. SC can guide students with not just their individual learning but also in group working. The ZPD supports students to be able to complete tasks individually and create a sense accomplishment. It challenges individuals whilst on task to promote their cognitive growth (Simply Psychology.org (2024). 
Black, P. & Wiliam, D. et al’s (2002, pg. 8), theory ‘inside the black box’ expressed that feedback through marking is a key aspect of assessing student learning intention from a session. Their research shows that oral and written marking can be effective, however, it can also have a negative impact as students will ignore the comments given and not be encouraged to follow through with the comments. From previous experience, the writer expresses that they have seen that students are being told by the teachers what success criteria step to shade in, instead of looking back over their work and shading in what they have learnt. Black, P. & Wiliam, D, mention that teachers should be collaborating with school policies to create a successful marking system to ensure students reach their appropriate targets following the S C.A placement school, the writer attended, marking and feedback policy states that the principles should encourage students to recognise strategies for improvement and encourages self-evaluation to meet the learning objectives (Placement School, 2024). The Curriculum for Wales main goal is to provide a holistic education framework that supports students through challenges and to reach their developmental milestones. The goals are implemented throughout schools, with a flexible and collaborative approach. See appendix 1, for how the curriculum is displayed within a diagram. The curriculum encourages assessment for progress in schools as they design their own assessment policy to suit the needs of the students, and how they understand the expectations of their learning (Hwb, 2024). 
The 4 purposes of the Curriculum for Wales, Ambitious, capable learners, Enterprising, creative contributors, Ethical informed citizens, and Healthy, confident individuals, are encouraged to include them in everyday work. The curriculum was designed to develop learners’ progression and for practitioners to use strategies to support the development. Progression can be embedded in the teaching and learning, such as using SC to have ‘steps to success’ to support students to reach their development (Welsh Government, 2024)

Methodology 
This research project focused on the research question, how do clearly defined success criteria enhance the effectiveness of assessment for learning in improving student outcomes? This research used mixed methods of both quantitative and qualitative data. The secondary research reviewed literature relating to the topic of the research question, the primary research collected data using mixed methods research with questionnaires and interviews. When conducting research, researchers need to be aware of the ethical considerations involved. Ethics is about conducting research and taking into consideration the challenges faced. An ethics form has been produced for this research, see appendix 2. A discussion about ethics form sets out principles which highlight the potential harm, protecting privacy and respecting anonymity. Any of these principles can have a conflict meaning which cannot be as straightforward thinking. This is then down to the researcher to acknowledge the potential challenges in a simplified format (Coe, R. et al (2021, pg. 58).  Rudduck, J., & McIntyre, D., (1998, pg. 94), defines that educational research locates the problems more than the findings. Most research solution cases are rarely seen in the evaluation from the research community, as being intellectually significant. Some authors argue that researchers would rather explore failures than successes. The writer agrees with this passage, as the aim of this research project is to see if SC are effective when supporting student outcomes. The findings of the research show how SC are being used within the placement school, however, not as much as to how it promotes effective learning to support student outcomes. Under the Data protection Act 2018, it states that any individual has the right to be informed that their data given is being used and have access to their data once the research has been conducted (GOV.UK, ND). BERA (2024) states that participants have the right to withdraw from participating in research at any point throughout the research process. All participants should be fully informed of the details of the research and of this option, and how to exercise it. Researchers will remain open to the possibility of participants withdrawing consent as well as getting consent from participants to take place with the research. As this is a small-scale project, the writer had to gain consent from the headteacher, see appendix 8 for consent form. If the writer had more time, she would have gained consent from the parents also. Under the lines of BERA (2024), the school will be named anonymous for the purpose of this research and confidentiality reasons. The data stored for the research will be kept under password protection for security reasons and respect for the participants. 
According to a video by, The Organic Chemistry Tutor (2019), quantitative data focuses on numerical data and qualitative data focuses on descriptive data, see appendix 3 for a diagram. There are many examples to express qualitative data, such as, tools of questioning, interviews, observations, and much more. These forms of data are naturally collected by teachers and administrators. It is as simple as engaging within activities to seek answers (Mills, G. (2007, pg.56). The research data is collected with qualitative techniques, as it is descriptive and narrative. When creating qualitative questioning, it should aim to expand on what an experience feels like, how individuals discuss the topic, how they see the experience from their opinion, and how individuals see the challenges faced. This research used the qualitative approach to explore the how and why SC should be used effectively to support student outcomes (SimplyPsychology.org, (2023). 
To collect the research data, the writer used a questionnaire as one research tool. Hassan, M (2024) expresses that questionnaires use a series of questions to conduct individual responses. They are widely used to collect data to gather information about individual’s thoughts, preferences, behaviours or experiences. Questionnaires help researchers collect standardised data from a large group of individuals. Questionnaires have 3 key features, structured format, consistency and scalability. Combined these 3 features form the style of questions included to engage each response related to the research, it provides consistent data that remains the same and can be distributed to large groups. The questionnaire was created on Microsoft Forms. A blog by Olivia, E (2023), emphasised some advantages when using a questionnaire as a research tool. Most questionnaires are created online which can have its advantage as it can reach a wider population. It can be designed to adapt to different languages and making it accessible for all. It can be cost effective as researchers do not need to travel to get answers. It covers the confidentiality aspect, which is related to the ethics of the research.  Answers can be anonymous and allows honest and veracious feedback without the fear of any judgement. Questionnaires are a large-scale quantitative research tool which can hold a lot of information to collaborate to conclude the data (Stevens, 2024). However, after some research, the writer has found some disadvantages when using questionnaires. They can have a low response rate; not all participants can access the questionnaire if online or have trust in the data being collected. Depending on the questions being asked, the answers can be limited to the response method. When conducting research, it is important to have a range of data to analyse and evaluate, however with questionnaires it can be difficult to grasp a full range of answers from each question.  
Another research tool that was used were interviews, a qualitative research method. There are 2 types of interviews, structured and unstructured. These can vary by staying on topic or reaching out further to picture the whole topic of discussion. Interviews allow in-depth data to be collected as they provide opportunities to gather first hand detailed information, and this can be captured through data collection methods. Anon (2023), implies that handwritten notes have been proven to enhance memory and comprehension, where you as the interviewer are able to take in information. It allows the interviewer to process the information given by the interviewee. On the other hand, handwritten notes have some implications such as missing out on information being given as unless you can write quickly, might miss important information pieces. Interviews are in-person interactions and gain personal connection with someone to see their true passion behind the answer they give to questions on the topic. They also allow the flexibility of the questioning approach and give immediate feedback about each question asked. They allow clarification and seek opportunity of unclear ambiguous responses. Although, interviews can be subject to limited sample size. The interview effect can impact the participants responses, by them giving the answers the interviewer wants not what the participants feels and can make the participant uncomfortable. Interviews can also be challenging to produce the exact information mentioned to support with research question (Barraza, 2023) 
Allen (2017), confidentiality places the separation between any personal information and identifying information provided by any participants. Anonymity refers to data collection without obtaining any personal information. Confidentiality is addressed through qualitative data and anonymity is addressed through quantitative data. Researchers are suspected to respect that all participants data be always kept confidential and unknown. 
Discussion and findings 
From conducting the research, the writer has found that the following data collection consists of various views from teachers and students, to how they see SC as a whole and how they feel it supports teaching and progress in learning. The writer created a questionnaire for the teachers to complete. From the 2 responses received from the questionnaire, the participants expressed that they use SC daily. The participants had an average of 6-20 years of teaching experience, with some training, as seen from Appendix 5. The participants expressed that SC guide their teaching as learners understand what is expected of them and informs a step-by-step guide of the learning intention. One participant said it encourages pupils to challenge their learning and critically analysed their work structure. Structured work for students creates a sense of safety and security for students who have a structured work environment, it encourages positive learning strategies to support motivation to meet progression steps, which is linked to the curriculum framework by structuring progression steps to support students’ development (Why Structure is Critical for Children’s Development: Benefits and Tips, 2024). In appendix 5, the participants agreed that they involve their students in developing their own SC on a part time basis. From an article by Mager and Nowak (2012), it implies the effects of involving students in learning promotes good self-esteem and student-teacher relationships as it promotes academic achievement and encourages students to learn and develop their skills. This also links to the literature relating to working in positive learning environments, and how it can have a positive impact on students’ academic development. Both participants stated that they agree that SC help clarify learning objectives within their lessons. As previously mentioned in the literature review; by having the SC available and visible for students, it encourages appropriate learning methods and step by step guides for learning. One of the questions from the questionnaire related to how SC improves feedback from a session. The responses explained that they agree as it is more focused feedback, relating to the topic of the session and expressing whether the learning intention has been acknowledged and understood by students. The feedback highlights how purposeful the learning was to the learners, linking prior knowledge and further learning if needed. Williams, A. (2024) article states that Wiliam, D. expresses how important feedback contributes to the assessment for students. The purpose of feedback is that it is tailored and adjusted to enhance the academic outcomes of the learners. SC should be tailored to meet the needs of all learners and be inclusive and diverse, however, teachers should be mindful of the SC and that it is age appropriate. View (2016) highlights that differentiation by SC add variety of every student’s accomplishment, having a variety for all students to analyses learning in detail. This links to Blooms Taxonomy as is clarifies structured learning objectives of SC for students (Ruhl, 2024). 
The writer conducted a range of interviews, with a year 2/3 class, approx. 22 mixtures of male and female students, age between 6-8. See appendix 6 for the interview questions asked. To summarise the responses from participants, majority of participants understood what SC meant and where is was on their learning objective work slip (here after referred to as LO). However, some of the younger students did not have any idea what SC meant or why they needed it. The writer asked the students their perspective on using the LO slip, majority of students felt they were uncertain what the SC was used for or why it was on the slip. Some students understood that they had to shade in a certain colour to show that they had reached the learning, some mentioned that they only fill it in when the teacher told them to. The writer can agree with this statement, as she has seen it within the classroom whilst on placement experience. Some of the younger students found that they did not understand the SC wording, as felt they could not read the full sentence due to the larger misunderstood words. Overall, majority of the students would prefer that they would like a simplified LO slip, as they would understand the learning and meaning behind the SC and have a clear understanding of their learning targets for a session. 
Overall, the writer found that the student’s prior knowledge of SC was not evidence when conducting the interviews. Other participants found that SC was beneficial in numerous way such as it improves feedback quality if it is age appropriate for students’ development. 
Conclusion 
The purpose of this project was to research how do clearly defined success criteria enhance the effectiveness of assessment for learning improving student outcomes? The writer feels that she has expressed the impact of SC has on students learning and how students understand the meaning of SC. AfL is used as an assessment tool to support teachers and learners by using strategies to fulfil the learning intention. The writer has expressed many theorists that expresses their opinions on how effective SC is being used to encourage students learning and meeting developmental needs. It has been expressed by the writer the many advantages and disadvantages throughout this essay, with relevant research that has been critiqued.
The evaluation of research that has been carried out has been evaluated and shown the relevant research papers and educational researchers to show that SC can have advantages, when being used in an appropriate way, and being adapted to suit the student’s age. The writer agrees, from placement experiences that SC is an effective AfL strategy to use within schools, however unless it is used appropriately in accordance with the age and development. 
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