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Introduction to your new portfolio	



Many professionals despair at college portfolios 

You will have to restructure it! 

To target hard nosed professional people 

To show them what they wish to see, in the way 
they wish to see it  

Here’s how….. 
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Does size matter ?	



Yes - size and style are important factors 

Consider the interview environment 

Find out as much as possible beforehand 

Consider carrying it around all day 

Be prepared!  
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Portfolio design 
Keep it looking good and fresh 

Consider changing content for each interview 

Have something to leave behind as a 
reminder / gift 

Back it up with project information / timescales 

Think of it as a window to your skills / abilities 

Don’t forget development work 



Marketing and Self Promotion	


A guide for students in Art and Design	



Portfolio design 

Put in any success 
stories that might 
be relevant 
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Portfolio design 

There are many types available 

So select them 
carefully 
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Portfolio design 
To suit as many situations and environments 
as you can 
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Portfolio design 
The sky is the limit….. 

You are the 
creatives…..  
Get to it! 
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Portfolio design 
Don’t forget the 
alternatives…. 
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Damien O’Farrell 	
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Portfolio - alternative thoughts 

Consider skills shortfall, what can be done? 
Look around and see what is available  
Never again - this level of equipment, support and 
expertise at your fingertips 

Not much time? 
Compared to industry you have loads.. so get 
on with it! 
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Portfolio design 

Be professional ... 
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Portfolio design 

Be professional ... 



Marketing and Self Promotion	


A guide for students in Art and Design	



Portfolio design 

Be professional ... 
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Portfolio design 

Be professional ... 

Keep it clean and 
concise!! 
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Portfolio - summary 
If possible keep it small and light 

Carefully consider content - be flexible 
whenever possible  

Include professional looking backup.. not 
college briefs 
Don’t pad it out with poor work.. this is your 
showcase 
As creative as you can - it will be remembered! 

Be prepared to get help / show people 
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Portfolio - ex students comments 
A2 is too big…. I was told at an interview 
(Mark Goulden - Businesslink) 

They wont be impressed by a wall to wall self 
portrait, keep it clean and simple. 
(Joseph Dickens - Saphireselect) 

I would say A3 portfolio as you can get most of 
your stuff in that 
(Lee Stinton - Future Media / Freelance Illustrator) 

I did what you said and prepared my portfolio 
(Stuart Palmer  - Manchester United Interactive) 
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Portfolio - ex students comments 
Digital formats are the way forward 
(Mark Goulden - Businesslink) 

Remember - your standard will be judged by 
your worst piece of work 
(Martin Stopher - Kingston Technology) 

I had a CD… made by another student, I learned a 
lot and was taken far more seriously 
(Anthony Bridge - Apricot Agency / Freelance Illustrator) 
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Portfolio - ex students comments 
I got thrown in at the deep end (discussing 
websites) I had to pay over £100 and I 
probably could have got it done for free in 
college couldn’t I? 
(Neil Cunningham - Print Evolution) 

Had over 55,000 hits per month… without this 
course nothing would have happened 
(Nigel Williams  - Artist / Art Editor Welsh Arts Interactive) 



Marketing and Self Promotion	


A guide for students in Art and Design	



Portfolio - ex students comments 
Floor space is expensive in central London, you 
should have seen how tiny their office is. Thank 
goodness I had that small portfolio and CD. 
(Tanya Allen - Dreamscape Films) 

The other illustrator had to show their portfolio in the 
corridor as there wasn’t enough room. 
(Helen Richards - Freelance Illustrator) 

My website saved me, tell them to get it done 
at college if they can… its cheaper!! 
(Ian Simmons - Freelance Illustrator) 
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Portfolio - professional comments 
These days its so easy to buy and set out a new 
compact portfolio… don’t take originals unless 
asked for… you may lose them! 
(Portfolio Advice - Association of Illustrators) 

Its so simple and rather obvious (bringing a large 
portfolio), when you arrive at my office you may as 
well shout out “hey, look at me, I am new to this” 
(Eddy Wouters (ed) - Art Scene International Magazine) 
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Portfolio - professional comments 
I got my job because I was the only one with 
development work in my portfolio… it really is 
important to make a neat job of it… only three of 
us were invited in for an actual interview. 
(Stacy Taylor, Red Top) 

The portfolio advice was spot on. 
(Richard Carr - Command Publicity) 
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Portfolio - final comments 
I missed the portfolio lecture and got myself 
into a twist after only a few minutes of an 
interview. I read the notes carefully after that 
experience! 
(Illustration student 2002) 

There is nothing more unprofessional than 
struggling red faced through a 
prospective employer's door with a 
cumbersome portfolio.!
(McDaniel Woolfe - Design Company)!
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Portfolio - your task 

Following the guidelines given in this lecture 
prepare at least three professional folio 
sleeves at A3 or A4 size. Use montage 
techniques where possible. 
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Portfolios and 
Presentations 

Make them do 
the work for 
you 
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