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[bookmark: _Toc512079475]Introduction:

For students who have progressed to 1st year Engineering from Foundation year, these students have been assigned this Reflective report as part of 1st year coursework.

The aim of this report is to observe and reflect on feedback received for a minimum of two pieces of coursework completed in the Foundation year and also to discuss some of the strengths and weaknesses found in each piece of coursework upon analysis of the feedback.

In this case, I will be reflecting on three assignments completed in the foundation year, 
I have chosen these particular assignments as I think the feedback from each, as well as the final result, demonstrate areas where the work has been completed to my satisfaction but also where I feel I could have done a lot better for one reason or another.

The report will conclude with an overview of how improvements could be made to the quality of my academic writing going forward and discussion of key principles learned when compiling this report.


[bookmark: _Toc512079476]Technical Report and Solidworks: 15/01/2017

[bookmark: _Toc512079477]Coursework Brief:

To compile a report on the history of Computer Aided Design and its role in Engineering in the past, present and future. Use Solidworks software to create specified parts from technical drawings.

[bookmark: _Toc512079478]Feedback received:

1. [bookmark: _Toc512079479]Research informed literature.
· Good range of sources.  +
· Conventions not quite correct.  -
· Low number of citations.  -
2. [bookmark: _Toc512079480]Knowledge and understanding of subject.
· Learning well demonstrated.  +
· Further understanding of subject shown.  +
· Lack of references.  -
3. [bookmark: _Toc512079481]Practical application and deployment.
· Some parts completed inaccurately.  -
4. [bookmark: _Toc512079482]Skills for professional practice.
· Inconsistency on some of the document format.  -
· Generally well presented and written.  +

[bookmark: _Toc512079483]Reflections:

This being the first piece of academic writing I had ever encountered, I was unsure how to approach the task in some ways, for example what is the lecturer actually looking for in the report, how are marks going to be awarded and so on. Therefore, in the case of this report, there was a clear lack of structure in my opinion, being new to university and some of the methods required to produce well written academic reports would definitely be a factor in why some marks were lost. Although, it was the practical section of this assignment where most of the marks were lost, so more care and attention to detail will have to be exercised in future also.
Looking at the report now, more than a year on, I can see where mistakes were made and find this a useful tool for further development of my academic skills.



[bookmark: _Toc512079484]Technical Presentation: 24/01/2017

[bookmark: _Toc512079485]Coursework Brief:

To create and present a technical presentation on a product from your chosen stream of study.

[bookmark: _Toc512079486]Feedback received:

1. [bookmark: _Toc512079487]Research informed literature.
· Incorrect referencing convention.   -
· Not enough sources.  -
· Pictures well used.  +
2. [bookmark: _Toc512079488]Knowledge and understanding of subject.
· Choice of subject well explained and introduced.  +
· Understanding of vehicles place in the market.  +
3. [bookmark: _Toc512079489]Analysis.
· Different systems analysed, understanding shown.  +
4. [bookmark: _Toc512079490]Practical application and deployment.
· More in depth discussion required/comparison etc. to further demonstrate understanding of subject   -
5. [bookmark: _Toc512079491]Skills for professional practice.
· Clearly nervous, negative effect on presentation.  -
· No ad-lib, slides mostly read off.  -

[bookmark: _Toc512079492]Reflections:

With this presentation, again I had some issues understanding the correct format of how to compile the presentation, with regard to referencing in the correct convention in particular as I was unsure whether or not to include this in my presentation slides. In future I think it would make sense to ask someone who does know rather than trying to “wing it” as such. 
Dealing with my nerves is something that could be overcome by giving more time to practice presenting and timing the slides better. The use of flash cards or prompts is definitely some very good advice which will be applied in future presentations, in fact this has been applied in a presentation that I have been involved with in the first year, which I feel was far more effective in conveying my points.
Even though it is clear that I understood the content of the presentation, it is apparent now that even a small amount of elaboration in some topics would have gone a long way to express deeper knowledge of the subject material.


[bookmark: _Toc512079493]Technical Poster: 15/05/2017

[bookmark: _Toc512079494]Coursework Brief:

To create a technical poster incorporating principles from at least two of the practical modules attended throughout the course of the 2nd semester in year 0.

[bookmark: _Toc512079495]Feedback Received:

1. [bookmark: _Toc512079496]Research informed literature.
· Good selection of references, correct convention and citations correct.  +
· Website based sources used only.  -
2. [bookmark: _Toc512079497]Knowledge and understanding of subject.
· Very good overview of subject material.  +
· Use of figures and tables to support statements.  +
· Could explore some areas further.  -
3. [bookmark: _Toc512079498]Analysis.
· Understanding of the importance of the subject matter and how it may be implemented in the future.  +
· More elaboration on figures used.  -
· Management of space on the poster, too many pictures.  -
4. [bookmark: _Toc512079499]Skills for professional practice.
· Text difficult to read due to background picture.  -
· Some of the figures used too small, difficult to read.  -
· Generally well presented.  +

[bookmark: _Toc512079500]Reflections:

This assignment was the one which I enjoyed doing the most, as the topics covered, sustainability and manufacturing are of the most interest to me personally; for this reason, I feel this is why I have done far better in this assignment. 
Points that should be taken into consideration to improve my academic skills in this case would be to research from a wider range of sources when carrying out my work, also to give more attention to detail when it comes to including images, maybe a more thorough proof read of the finished article to ensure it is clearly legible.
Again, more elaboration in certain areas would be beneficial to bolster any discussion and the issue of space management has been taken onboard and will be applied in other projects going forward.



[bookmark: _Toc512079501]Conclusion:

Across all three of these assignments there is a clear trend of certain areas that could do with improvement. I feel in all three, the biggest factor letting down the assignment has been the research informed literature, the main problem being the dependence on internet sources, evidence of some reading from books and journals would enhance the quality of any assignment going forward in my opinion. 
Another common area where I feel improvement could be made is further elaboration on topics, the idea is there but just not followed through to provide a convincing argument. This is an area that will be concentrated on in future.
In general, better time management would go a long way also, in two of the three assignments spoken about here, the work was a little rushed and could have been more satisfactory had I not started working on them as close to the deadline.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall, I feel that the quality of my academic writing is improving with each report completed, as you learn the correct techniques and use the feedback provided along with the experience garnered, I feel that the quality can only evolve for the better if criticism is taken constructively and any advice given is heeded.
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