
To introduce this assignment these points are made to understand the consent in the United Kingdom and its role in cases involving battery. The overall purpose of this assignment is to be able to evaluate the concept of consent in the United Kingdom and its significance in cases involving battery. As can be seen at the start of this assignment the concept of consent in the UK and its significance in cases involving battery is vital as it is the main topic of discussion and what needs to be discussed and evaluated.

Brooks (2019) says that the legal definition of consent is in Section 74 of the Sexual Offenses Act (2003), and it states that “A person consents if he/she agrees by choice and has the freedom and capacity to make that choice. "As if a person does not consent to something or gets peer pressured or forced into doing something without their permission, they have not given consent, this is defined as not giving consent to doing something and this is the opposite of consent and in the eyes of the law this is illegal and is an offense breaking the law.

Shah Thornton Turrin and Hipskind (2023) says that “informed consent is a process in which a health care provider educates a patient about the risks, benefits and alternatives of a given procedure or invention”. The patient must be competent to make a voluntary decision about whether to undergo the procedure or invention. This shows that Informed consent is important as if a patient is not educated about the risks, benefits and alternatives of a procedure or invention, they could make the decision to give consent without really knowing the risks, benefits and alternatives beforehand and they could be taken advantage of, and it could leave the patient vulnerable in the long run so informed consent is vital.

Yates (2021) states that “battery occurs when there is unlawful contact between the perpetrator and the victim. Within the legal context the overall definition of battery is when someone intentionally and recklessly goes out of their way to cause harm to another human being completely unprovoked whether they cause harm or not.” A few examples of Battery are pushing, slapping, spitting, and hurting someone with a weapon. 

According to Ison Harrison Solicitors {IHS}, (2023) “Assault and Battery attract sentences up to 6 Months imprisonment and a fine up to £5,000. S.47 and S.20 offense carry a minimum of 5 years imprisonment and S18 offense can be the strongest sentences and it is possible for the Crown Court to impose a life sentence for GBH”. Depending on the type of crime you commit within battery, whether it is a minor crime, or a serious crime towards another person, it will result in the number of years of imprisonment you will receive and how big the fines you receive will be. 


In a battery case Marland V DPP, 2023 the interplay of consent and battery was evident, the defendant grabbed his intoxicated partner by the shoulders without her consent then took her towards his car and caused her to fall when he let go of her and after doing this he was convicted of assault and battery in the Magistrates Court. 
In another case involving battery DPP V K 1990 the consent and battery was noticeable because the student who became a victim of this attack did not do anything whatsoever to have provoked the 15-year-old student into giving him a reaction and committing battery against him, the victim along with other pupils would not have given consent for the 15 year old to place acid into a hot air hand dryer beforehand  in the boys toilets and the battery in this case was that the 15 year old placed the acid in the hot air hand dryer which was an unlawful act and he applied unlawful force to another person and this led to the victim having lifelong scars on their face due to this. 

According to JUSTIA (2023) “When the conduct of a defendant is particularly egregious, he or she may be charged with the elevated crime of aggravated assault and battery”. This can be a big difference between consensual activities and battery because if someone commits a crime with the intention on hurting someone it is classed as battery, whether as with consensual activity if someone agrees to do something with someone else and battery has being committed and they both agree to do it beforehand its classed as consensual activity and if someone does something to or with someone without the persons consent it is battery and if it is with consent between both parties it can be known as consensual activity.

According to Vocabulary.com (2023) “If something is consensual all parties are in agreement that they approve of it”. This is an example of the big differences between consensual activities and battery as consensual activities is based on having consent and an agreement with someone over something and battery is not having any sort of consent, or an agreement with someone and battery is a crime which leads to people getting injured by an offender whilst consensual activities is the complete opposite of this.

According to UKCEN Clinical Ethical Network N.D. They state that “if valid consent is not given, any treatment which involves touching, physical examination, surgery, dressing a wound would amount to battery.” This is a massive grey area and challenge in determining consent because it shows that it is not easy to determine consent and that if consent is not given by any person weather they are conscious or not in hospital for example and someone touches another them in anyway it can be seen as battery so this plays a big factor in the one of the roles of consent and it makes it one grey area and a challenge in determining the overall role of consent.  
A controversial case and legal precedent are the Haystead V DPP [2000] case which involved a police officer assaulting the mother of a baby by punching her in rage and this led to the mother dropping the baby on the floor which would have resulted in the baby suffering bad injuries and later on in court, the police officer was found guilty of battery and in this case specifically, the case circumstances and legal requirements match those of a contemporary legal dispute as there was no real evidence of the Police Officer being proven as non-guilty in this case and there was no news on it being classed as an unfair trail or an incorrectly resolved trail which means that the Police Officer was rightly found guilty in court of committing battery. 
The ethical dilemmas that may arise is that the Police Officer will suffer consequences and the mother of the baby would have wanted justice for herself and her baby as it was a traumatic experience for both her and her baby so she would have wanted justice and the police officer to face a fair amount of jail time. 

According to Hayman Solicitors. N.D. “Assault and battery carry a sentence of up to 6 Months in prison and/or a fine of up to £5000. More serious offenses of this type can result in a sentence of up to 5 Years in prison”. This explains how consent affects legal outcomes of battery cases as if you commit battery or assault on another person and it was an unprovoked attack without the other person expecting it or without giving any sort of consent to be touched, this can lead to bigger punishments and have an effect in legal outcomes of a battery case as you can be charged for these sort of crimes against a person and depending on the crime if the person also did not give consent to being touched it can lead the offender to serving many years in prison whilst potentially having to pay large fees for fines so consent can be vital in how it affects legal outcomes of these sort of cases. 
Hill, Turner, Martin, and Donovan (2023) state that “most previous studies have shown that members of the public value consent and can perceive research without consent as an invasion of privacy”. This means that members of the public are fully aware of what consent is and they know how significant it is in battery cases because it the studies have shown that members of the public value it which suggests that they are aware of consent and what it is and that they know the value of consent and how big of a part it plays in overall cases involving battery and the significance in these cases.
 
In conclusion the key points in this assignment are discussing battery cases and consent along with discussing informed consent and the definitions of this and discussing the consequences and penalties for offenders who commit battery involving consent and talking about the definitions of battery and consent in the UK. Finally discussing the public's awareness of consent and its significance in battery cases. 

There are many differences involving consent in different battery cases for example some people might have given consent to a specific outcome and some people may not have given consent, for example if someone kicks a ball at someone intentially and it badly injures someone it can be classed as battery without consent and if someone gave consent to something without knowing the final outcome and a crime gets committed relating to battery this can be commonly as battery with the person involved giving consent and permission to take part this crime with or without knowing what the final outcome of this battery crime will be. According to Old Bailey Solicitors (2023) “A person cannot accuse another person of assault and battery if they consented to the force being used against them”. 
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