How effective have the Metropolitain Community Church been in advocating for LGBTQ+ rights in the Philippines?

Metropolitain Community Churches (MCC) are an international Christian group that were founded in the USA in 1968 by Rev. Troy Perry. MCC was established to be a denomination which has a positive message for LGBTQ+ people.[footnoteRef:19984] [19984:  Metropolitan Community Churches&nbsp, MCC History, https://insidemcc.org/about-mcc/mcc-history/ edn, 2024 vols (2024a) <https://insidemcc.org/about-mcc/mcc-history/> [accessed 20th October 2024]
Metropolitan Community Churches, What We Believe , https://insidemcc.org/about-mcc/what-we-believe/#mcc-core-values edn, 2024 vols (2024) <https://insidemcc.org/about-mcc/what-we-believe/#mcc-core-values> [accessed 20th October 2024]

] 


The Philippines have made some progress for LGBTQ+ rights, and social acceptance is relatively good, but there is a serious lack of laws that protect LGBTQ+ people, and many in the LGBTQ+ community still face discrimination in the Philippines.[footnoteRef:12243] [12243:  Guzman, Chad, Southeast Asia’s Most Gay-Friendly Country Still Has No Law Against LGBT Discrimination, https://time.com/6290762/philippines-pride-lgbt-discrimination-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2023) <https://time.com/6290762/philippines-pride-lgbt-discrimination-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]
] 


The first LGBTQ+ pride march in the Philippines and in Asia was jointly co-ordinated by the Metropolitan Community Churches and Progressive Organisation of Gays in the Philippines (PROGAY)[footnoteRef:2849], which is a civil organisation working on documenting human rights violations based on sexual orientation and gender identity. During this time, the leader of the MCC Manila was Pastor Richard Mickley, and the leader of the PROGAY organisation was Oscar Atadero.  [2849:  Rozul, Diego, The History Of LGBTQ+ Visibility In The Philippines, https://loveyourself.ph/the-history-of-lgbtq-visibility-in-the-philippines/ edn, 2024 vols (2024) <https://loveyourself.ph/the-history-of-lgbtq-visibility-in-the-philippines/> [accessed 21st October 2024]
] 


The Pride March organised by the MCC was effective in raising visibility for the LGBTQ+ people and challenging the prevalent stereotypes. The pride march was effective in raising awareness about issues faced by the LGBTQ+ individuals, such as discrimination and violence. The pride march was effective in empowering LGBTQ+ individuals to come out and openly express their identities.

Moreover, the Philippines has a Bill of Human Rights that are enshrined in Article III that calls for respect for human rights based on sex, political beliefs, religion, etc. However, there are no national laws that protect lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transgender, queer or intersex people.[footnoteRef:21195] [21195:  Progressive Organization of Gays in the Philippines, A Report ON Violations OF Human Rights Based ON
Sexual Orientation AND Gender Identity
IN THE Philippines, https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/lib-docs/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/session13/PH/JS17_UPR_PHL_S13_2012_JointSubmission17_E.pdf?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2012) <https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/lib-docs/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/session13/PH/JS17_UPR_PHL_S13_2012_JointSubmission17_E.pdf?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 23 October 2024]
] 


In recent times there is an effort for the Philippines government to propose a Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Equality (SOGIE) Bill. This Bill seeks equality in four areas: prohibition of discrimination towards LGBTQ+ individuals in employment, education, healthcare, and access to public services.[footnoteRef:18113] Out of these areas the written case study will focus on employment, education, and healthcare. [18113:  Reyes, Rod&nbsp and Mark&nbsp Blanco, 'Anti-Discrimination Bill Based on SOGIE: An
Occupational Justice Perspective', Journal OF Social Health, 5 (2022) <https://socialhealthjournal.ust.edu.ph/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Anti-Discrimination-Bill-based-on-SOGIE-An-Occupational-Justice-Perspective.pdf?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]
] 

[bookmark: _Int_kp8MO5f4]In employment the SOGIE Bill seeks to prohibit discrimination in hiring, promotion, and termination based on sexual orientation, gender identity, and expression.
[bookmark: _Int_VVjt5e34]In education the Bill seeks to prohibit discrimination in admissions, scholarships, and other educational opportunities.
In healthcare the SOGIE Bill seeks to prohibit denial of equal healthcare to LGBTQ+ people.

The MCC Manila which is currently led by Reverend Joseph San Jose, has frequently voiced its support for the SOGIE Bill and emphasises the importance of legal protections for LGBTQ+ people.[footnoteRef:21144] Church leaders in the MCC have participated in public forums, webinars, and discussions to advocate for the Bill.[footnoteRef:18628] The MCC collaborates with other human rights and LGBTQ+ organisations, such as the National Council of Churches in the Philippines and Lesbian and Gay Legislative Advocacy (LAGABLAB), Network Philippines to push for the Bill.[footnoteRef:7231] The National Council of Churches in the Philippines are an ecumenical fellowship of protestant churches in the Philippines.[footnoteRef:9354] LAGABLAB Network is an organisation that advocated for LGBTQ+ rights in the Philippines.[footnoteRef:11511] The MCC organises outreach programs, educational seminars, and community talks to raise awareness about the SOGIE Bill.[footnoteRef:12379] The webinars, seminars, and community talks conducted by the MCC have been effective in raising awareness about the importance of the SOGIE bill and in moving public’s opinion towards being more accepting towards LGBTQ+ rights. [21144:  Open Table MCC, https://visitmccchurch.com/our-churches/mcc-churches-in-the-philippines/open-table-mcc/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2024b) <https://visitmccchurch.com/our-churches/mcc-churches-in-the-philippines/open-table-mcc/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th October 2024]
Open Table, MCC, #SulongVAKLASH: HolyEquality – SOGIE Equality Bill & Freedom Of Religion, https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/sulongvaklash-holyequality-sogie-equality-bill-freedom-of-religion/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2021) <https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/sulongvaklash-holyequality-sogie-equality-bill-freedom-of-religion/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]
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Mental Health and Human Rights Info, Lagablab LGBT Network, https://www.hhri.org/organisation/lagablab-lgbt-network/#:~:text=LAGABLAB%20is%20a%20Philippine%20advocacy,empowerment%20(only%20on%20Facebook). edn, 2024 vols (2023) <https://www.hhri.org/organisation/lagablab-lgbt-network/#:~:text=LAGABLAB%20is%20a%20Philippine%20advocacy,empowerment%20(only%20on%20Facebook).> [accessed 5th November 2024]
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]  [9354:  Christian Leaders Support SOGIE Equality Bill, https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/christian-leaders-support-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2019) <https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/christian-leaders-support-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]
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]  [12379:  ] 


References 

Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Equality Bill, https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTwZdVqgi79bhobOu_k3BQJwiuvh-__oytEJA&s edn, 2024 vols (d) <https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTwZdVqgi79bhobOu_k3BQJwiuvh-__oytEJA&s> [accessed 6th November 2024]
Guzman, Chad, Southeast Asia’s Most Gay-Friendly Country Still Has No Law Against LGBT Discrimination, https://time.com/6290762/philippines-pride-lgbt-discrimination-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2023) <https://time.com/6290762/philippines-pride-lgbt-discrimination-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]
Manalo, Alfonso, Rhetoric: A Necessary Strategy in Debating the Ratification of the SOGIE Equality Bill, https://utsynergyjournal.org/2020/05/05/rhetoric-a-necessary-strategy-in-debating-the-ratification-of-the-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2020) <https://utsynergyjournal.org/2020/05/05/rhetoric-a-necessary-strategy-in-debating-the-ratification-of-the-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 7th November 2024]
Melsa, Vivian&nbsp,  SOGIE Equality Bill 2023? Meaning Explained and Philippines Update, https://kami.com.ph/108199-sogie-bill-proposed-pros-cons.html?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2023) <https://kami.com.ph/108199-sogie-bill-proposed-pros-cons.html?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]
Mental Health and Human Rights Info, Lagablab LGBT Network, https://www.hhri.org/organisation/lagablab-lgbt-network/#:~:text=LAGABLAB%20is%20a%20Philippine%20advocacy,empowerment%20(only%20on%20Facebook). edn, 2024 vols (2023) <https://www.hhri.org/organisation/lagablab-lgbt-network/#:~:text=LAGABLAB%20is%20a%20Philippine%20advocacy,empowerment%20(only%20on%20Facebook).> [accessed 5th November 2024]
Metropolitan Community Churches, What We Believe , https://insidemcc.org/about-mcc/what-we-believe/#mcc-core-values edn, 2024 vols (2024) <https://insidemcc.org/about-mcc/what-we-believe/#mcc-core-values> [accessed 20th October 2024]
Metropolitan Community Churches&nbsp, MCC History, https://insidemcc.org/about-mcc/mcc-history/ edn, 2024 vols (2024a) <https://insidemcc.org/about-mcc/mcc-history/> [accessed 20th October 2024]
---Open Table MCC, https://visitmccchurch.com/our-churches/mcc-churches-in-the-philippines/open-table-mcc/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2024b) <https://visitmccchurch.com/our-churches/mcc-churches-in-the-philippines/open-table-mcc/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th October 2024]
National Council of Churches in the Philippines, Brief History, https://nccphilippines.org/about-us/brief-history/ edn, 2024 vols (2023a) <https://nccphilippines.org/about-us/brief-history/> [accessed 5th November 2024]
---National Council of Churches in the Philippines, https://nccphilippines.org/ edn, 2024 vols (2023b) <https://nccphilippines.org/> [accessed 5th November 2024]
Open Table, MCC, #SulongVAKLASH: HolyEquality – SOGIE Equality Bill & Freedom Of Religion, https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/sulongvaklash-holyequality-sogie-equality-bill-freedom-of-religion/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2021) <https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/sulongvaklash-holyequality-sogie-equality-bill-freedom-of-religion/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]
---Christian Leaders Support SOGIE Equality Bill, https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/christian-leaders-support-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2019) <https://opentablemcc.ph/blog/christian-leaders-support-sogie-equality-bill/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]
OUTRAGE, Living History: Phl Makes History with First Pride March in 1994, https://outragemag.com/living-history-phl-makes-history-with-first-pride-march-in-1994/?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2018) <https://outragemag.com/living-history-phl-makes-history-with-first-pride-march-in-1994/?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 23rd October 2024]
Paradela, Teilhard, Tracing the Origins of the Metro Manila Pride March, https://www.spot.ph/newsfeatures/culture/78298/history-of-pride-march-in-the-philippines-a4410-20190629-lfrm?form=MG0AV3&s=ejj9qc9vmtds7sv1iicumg8v3k edn, 2024 vols (2019) <https://www.spot.ph/newsfeatures/culture/78298/history-of-pride-march-in-the-philippines-a4410-20190629-lfrm?form=MG0AV3&s=ejj9qc9vmtds7sv1iicumg8v3k> [accessed 7th November 2024]
Progressive Organization of Gays in the Philippines, A Report ON Violations OF Human Rights Based ON
Sexual Orientation AND Gender Identity
IN THE Philippines, https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/lib-docs/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/session13/PH/JS17_UPR_PHL_S13_2012_JointSubmission17_E.pdf?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2012) <https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/lib-docs/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/session13/PH/JS17_UPR_PHL_S13_2012_JointSubmission17_E.pdf?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 23 October 2024]
Ranara, John, How Pride Marches Began in the Philippines and Where They're Going, https://philstarlife.com/news-and-views/600623-how-pride-marches-began-in-philippines?page=6 edn, 2024 vols (2024) <https://philstarlife.com/news-and-views/600623-how-pride-marches-began-in-philippines?page=6> [accessed 7th November 2024]
Respicio and Co, The Bill of Rights, https://www.respicio.ph/bar/2025/political-law-and-public-international-law/the-bill-of-rights?form=MG0AV3 edn, 2024 vols (2024) <https://www.respicio.ph/bar/2025/political-law-and-public-international-law/the-bill-of-rights?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 23rd October 2024]
Reyes, Rod&nbsp and Mark&nbsp Blanco, 'Anti-Discrimination Bill Based on SOGIE: An
Occupational Justice Perspective', Journal OF Social Health, 5 (2022) <https://socialhealthjournal.ust.edu.ph/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Anti-Discrimination-Bill-based-on-SOGIE-An-Occupational-Justice-Perspective.pdf?form=MG0AV3> [accessed 24th November 2024]
Rozul, Diego, The History Of LGBTQ+ Visibility In The Philippines, https://loveyourself.ph/the-history-of-lgbtq-visibility-in-the-philippines/ edn, 2024 vols (2024) <https://loveyourself.ph/the-history-of-lgbtq-visibility-in-the-philippines/> [accessed 21st October 2024]
The Trevor Project, '2024 Philippines National Survey on the Mental Health of LGBTQ+ Young People', (2024) <https://www.thetrevorproject.org/survey-international/assets/static/2024_Philippines_National_Survey_EN.pdf> [accessed 7th November 2024]
United Nations Development Programme Asia and the Pacific, Report Details Workplace Discrimination Faced by LGBTI People in China, the Philippines and Thailand, https://www.undp.org/asia-pacific/press-releases/report-details-workplace-discrimination-faced-lgbti-people-china-philippines-and-thailand edn, 2024 vols (2018) <https://www.undp.org/asia-pacific/press-releases/report-details-workplace-discrimination-faced-lgbti-people-china-philippines-and-thailand> [accessed 7th November 2024]



      

