	Year
	Developments  / Activity in Llanelli
	Developments  / Activity Nationally (Great Britain)
	Developments / activity culturally

	1700
	
	The accepted date for the start of the Agricultural Revolution
The seed drill was first used by Jethro Tull 
	

	1709
	
	Abraham Darby buys the Coalbrookdale works. He discovers coke (a type of coal) can be used to smelt iron
	

	1712
	
	Thomas Newcomen develops a steam powered pump.

First steam engine used to remove floodwater from coal mines
	

	1719
	
	
	“Robinson Crusoe” published

	1722
	
	
	“Moll Flanders” published

	1726
	
	
	“Gulliver’s Travels” published

	1749
	
	
	“Tom Jones” published

	1750
	Chauncey Townsend gains his first lease in the area.
The first dewatering engine is installed in a mine in Bynea by the Rees Family.
The first tramroad linking a pithead at a quay is built. 
	
	

	1754
	The first metalwork is established at Pencoed
	
	

	1757 
	
	British Victory at the Battle of Plassey – considered the start of British Rule in India
	

	1759
	
	
	“Tristram Shandy” published

	1761
	
	Opening of the Bridgewater Canal – one of the first in Britain
	

	1764
	Townsend has almost a monopoly on the coal mines in the area but has little output to show or investment made to improve them
	Invention of the Spinning Jenny
	

	1769
	
	Richard Arkwright invented the water frame – hooked spinning machines to a water wheel
James Watt patented a revised steam engine with a separate condenser
	

	1770
	Townsend dies – estate passed to his 4 children with control of colliery interests to his son-in-law John Smith
	
	

	1771
	
	Richard Arkwright opens the first factory at Cromford
	

	1772
	Sir Thomas Stepney, the region’s major landowner dies and control passes to his son who was an absentee landlord, selling off land whenever he needed money.
	
	

	1774
	
	Samuel Crompton invented the Spinning Mule – spinning and weaving on one machine
	

	1776
	
	Adam Smith publishes the “Wealth of Nations”. This introduces the notion of “Laissez-Faire” economics  and sees a change in economic thinking towards Free Trade economics
	

	1781
	
	Watt adapts his steam engine from a reciprocal to a rotary motion. 
	During the 1780s the Poet Robert Burns rose to fame

	1785
	
	 Edmund Cartwright invented the power loom, which, after 1800 was powered by new steam engines. Replaced the flying shuttle.
 Henry Cort invented highly successful iron refining techniques.
	

	1789
	
	The French Revolution began
	William Blake wrote “Songs of Innocence”

	1793
	
	French King Louis XVI executed in Paris
	

	1790
	
	Arkwright changes his factories from water power to steam power
	

	1794
	
	
	William Blake publishes the “Songs of Experience”

	1797
	Alexander Raby arrives in Llanelli (though was previously supportive of enterprises in the area).
Townsend’s Son-in-law John Smith dies and his son’s begin to sell off their land and leases 
	
	

	1798
	
	
	Samuel Coleridge publishes “Lyrical Ballads” and “Kubla Khan”

	1799
	
	Combination Acts make it illegal for workers in England to unionise to get better working conditions
Napoleon Bonaparte took power in France 
	

	1801
	
	The first Census is taken.

Richard Trevithick drives the Cornish “puffer” steam powered locomotive down the street of Camborne, England. 
	

	1803
	
	Napolonic Wars begin (they last until 1815)
	

	1804
	The Pemberton Family arrive in Llanelli
	
	

	1805
	Charles Nevill and his son Richard arrive in Llanelli and set up the Llanelly Copperworks Company 
	
	

	1807
	
	
	Wordsworth publishes “I wondered Lonely as a Cloud” (Daffodils)

	1811
	The Llanelly Copperworks Company is heavily involved in the Industrialization of Llanelli
	
	

	1812
	
	Luddites attack machines in the cities of Northern England.

Parliament passes law making it illegal by penalty of death to destroy industrial machines. 
	

	1813
	
	14 Luddites hanged in Manchester after a rushed one-day trial. 
	

	1815
	
	Davy and Stephenson both invent safety lamps for miners

Battle of Waterloo and the end of the Napoleonic Wars
	

	1818
	
	
	Mary Shelly publishes “Frankenstein”

	1819
	
	
	Lord Byron publishes “Don Juan”

	1829
	The Pemberton’s advertise most of their coal holdings for sale and return to County Durham.
The Llanelly Copperworks Company now holds control of most of the mine workings in the district.
	
	

	1833
	
	Factory Act prevents the use of children in factories until they are 9 years old
The state begins to fund education for the poor in church schools
	

	1834
	
	Poor Law Amendment sets up workhouses
	

	1837
	The Llanelly Copperworks company is reorganised and continued to expand
	Queen Victoria comes to the throne
	

	1838
	
	People's Charter advocates social and political reform.

Slavery is abolished in the British Empire

London-Birmingham line opens and the railway boom starts
	Charles Dickens publishes “Oliver Twist”

	1839
	
	James Nasmyth invents the steam hammer which is used for shaping iron

Prime Minister Viscount Melbourne resigns and sparks a political crisis
	

	1840
	
	Cheap postal service is introduced
Vaccination for the poor is introduced
	Thomas Hardy is born

	1842
	
	Income tax is introduced for the first time during peacetime – 3% on income over £150.
Mines Act bans women and children from working underground
	

	1844
	
	
	Fridrich Engels publishes his observations of the negative effects of industrialization in The Condition of the Working-Class in England. 

	1845
	
	Irish potato famine begins
	

	1846
	A period of economic stability and expansion begins in Llanelli
	Prime Minister Sir Robert Peel resigns after the Corn Laws are repealed – brought cheaper bread to the poor
	

	1847
	
	
	Charlotte Bronte publishes “Jane Eyre”

	1848
	
	Public Health Act aims to reduce death rates
British government sets up the General Board of Health to investigate sanitary conditions, setting up local boards to ensure safe water in cities.
	Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels published The Communist Manifesto. 

	1849
	
	
	Artists establish the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood

	1851
	
	The Great Exhibition is held in London
	

	1852
	
	Henry Bessemer’s converter reduces the cost of steel production by half
	

	1854
	
	Britain and France declare war on Russia and the Crimean War begins
	

	1859
	
	
	Charles Darwin's 'On the Origin of Species' is published

	1861
	
	Post Office savings scheme for ordinary people is launched
Prince Albert, Queen Victoria’s husband dies
	

	1866
	
	
	Football Association is set up

	1867
	
	Second Reform Act doubles the electorate
	

	1869
	
	Suez Canal opens, linking the Mediterranean and the Red Sea
	

	1870
	
	New law introduces secular school boards

Women obtain limited rights to retain their property after marriage
	


