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This assignment will look at two pieces of legislation, The Wellbeing of Future Generations (WALES) ACT 2015 and The Social Value Act 2012.It will also Identify the current health promotion priorities in Wales. Both legislations will be compared to each other to see if they correlate in their aims. How these legislations add value to the lives of children and young people (CYP) will be considered.
[bookmark: _Int_j2n2zcjp]Public Health Wales (2023) have created a long-term strategy for the period of 2018–30 with the help of personnel, partners, and the population of Wales, it draws collectively seven strategic initiatives that are inextricably related to one another and work together to move closer to Improve Wales' Future Health (Public Health Wales, 2023).This plan will concentrate on how to collaborate with partners to improve health and wellbeing and lower health disparities in Wales that have a detrimental impact on CYP (Public Health Wales, 2023). The wider determinants of health are one of the priorities and they are the social, economic, and environmental elements that have an impact on our health and wellbeing (NHS, 2023). These elements contribute to disparities in health and well-being between social groupings (NHS, 2023). 
The 7 Key Initiatives.
Enhancing people's well-being and lessening health inequalities by having a say in how national and local policies and initiatives linked to these variables are created and implemented (NHS, 2023). These detriments consist of resources and money, the availability of fair employment, level of education and skill, the safety and quality of housing, and the environment that people live in (NHS, 2023). Entire population approaches that improve mental well-being help people to recognise how positive their futures can be, deal with setbacks in life, contribute positively to their communities, and productively work (NHS, 2023). 
Welsh Government (2012) state good mental well-being are another of the priorities for Wales and it can have a negative effect on mental and physical health and related inequalities in health can also be influenced by this. Research on Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE’s) suggests that ACE’s do lead to potential problems later in life (Welsh Government, 2023). They have also highlighted that by building resilience early on the impact of ACE’s can be significantly reduced ACEs for individuals (Welsh Government, 2012). 
By improving and promoting healthy behaviours it can lessen the burden of disease and contribute to closing health inequalities brought on by chronic disorders including obesity, cancer, heart disease, stroke, respiratory disease, and dementia  (West and Gould, 2022). Creating successful interventions for behaviour modification is a crucial practical application of behavioural science when doing so, it is important to choose interventions that have a strong possibility of accomplishing their goals rather than launching them into action right away (West and Gould, 2022).
[bookmark: _Int_41sBLcGw]It is a priority in Wales to ensure that parents and local services are helped to provide the best possible start in life for CYP as the best start can contribute to much better outcomes in adult life (Public Health Wales, 2023). In Wales, the term early years refers to the time between conception and age seven, early childhood is a crucial period for ensuring positive results later in life, such as better learning, access to rewarding employment, and a meaningful existence (WHO, 2022). Focusing on CYP will help to realise the goal of achieving lifelong health since it is known that these stages of life provide foundations for future generations of healthy individuals, including the elderly (WHO, 2022).

Applying information and assets to safeguard the population from serious infections and the poor health caused by air pollution and climate change is a primary responsibility of the Welsh Government (Ghebrehewet, S. et al, 2016). To provide an effective response for the population, this will require early diagnosis, good planning, and the deployment of resources in cooperation with others (Ghebrehewet, S. et al, 2016). Identification, avoidance, and a reduction in the level of the culmination of infectious diseases as well as environmental factors , chemical dangers, and radioactive threats are all part of actively protecting health, which is the safeguarding of people from all groups and their communities it is a subset of public health and the science behind combating  disease, extending life, and promoting health via the concerted efforts of society (Ghebrehewet, S. et al, 2016).
The health and social care systems struggle to deliver timely, safe, high-quality, and effective care and assistance to people in accordance with the law., despite the tireless work of everyone involved in social care and health, they will not improve without prompt and sustained action from the national government, having a negative impact on our collective health, wellbeing, and economic consequences (Local Government Association, 2023). By collaborating with partners to assist the development of health and care systems that are readily available, sustainable, and centred on prevention and detection at an early stage (Local Government Association, 2023). To maximise population benefit over the life course, collaboration to promote the development of sustainable and accessible models of care that place a strong emphasis on prevention, population-based screening, rapid response, ongoing enhancement, and continuous care (Local Government Association, 2023).
Building and utilising knowledge and abilities to enhance health and wellbeing across Wales, as well as strengthening the connections, capabilities, and skills of those directing, leading, and planning care and support in Wales so they may have access to and make use of high-quality research (Social Care Wales, 2022). This would make it easier for local governments to implement the Performance and Improvement Framework of the Welsh Government, assist social care providers and employers in adhering to the Code of Professional Practice, and clearly unite research- and evidence-related activity throughout Wales, so that results for the workforce and those who utilise care and support should be improved (Social Care Wales, 2022).
[bookmark: _Int_RXdlhNSK]All seven strategic initiatives are intrinsically linked, and each aim considers the socio-economic factors that affect the population of Wales, Wales has a lot of health inequities and two crucial statistics show this: life expectancy, which informs us how long a person can expect to live, and healthy life expectancy, which indicates how many of those years are anticipated to be spent in good health (Peoples Health Trust, 2022). Men in Wales can expect to live 78.3 years, while women can expect to live 82.1 years as of 2018–20. This has reduced during the past year, as it has across the UK, primarily because of the Covid-19 epidemic. Yet this reflects the median for the entire country (Peoples Health Trust, 2022).
 
[bookmark: _Int_3SZE1vul]When we examine closer, there are significant variations depending on location and how wealthy or deprived your location is (Office for National Statistics, 2020). Women in Wales' most underprivileged areas can anticipate living 53.3 years in good health, this is a discrepancy of 16.9 years for women in the least economically disadvantaged regions, or 70,2 years (Peoples Health Trust, 2022). In Wales, the situation is similar for men (Office for National Statistics, 2020). Welsh residents who are born in the most impoverished communities can anticipate living 54.2 years in excellent health, compared to 67.6 years in the least poverty-stricken areas, a 13.4-year difference (Peoples Health Trust, 2022).
[bookmark: _Int_jGS1pqzZ]Numerous aspects of a child's early development, including how they experience the world around them, how much and how often they are provided with good quality meals, the level of early childhood schooling they receive, their overall health, and how other people view them, are influenced by their parents', carers', and family's socioeconomic situation (The Joseph Rowntree Foundation 2023). The most fundamental human rights, including the provision of food, shelter, and healthcare, are denied to children and young people in Wales who live in poverty (Childrens Commissioner for Wales, 2016). Children and teenagers living in poverty have fewer opportunities due to the expenditures associated with attending and participating in school and due to a lack of options in their neighbourhood, these children and young people also experience social isolation (Childrens Commissioner for Wales, 2016).
[bookmark: _Int_nRQk3L5p][bookmark: _Int_4O4azvJo]A minimum of 42,500 families and their children are served by the practitioners and experts that participated in The End Child Poverty Network Cymru's study (Mcfarlane, 2022). They assert that they believe the issue has reached a critical point and that children, young people, and their families are currently in a dire situation (Macfarlane, 2022). The consequences of poverty are growing out of control in the eyes of many respondents, who also believe that debt and mental health are quickly deteriorating (Mcfarlane, 2022). Mcfarlane (2022) states that with 94% of respondents identifying the rising cost of living as the main source of poverty, debt at 61%, food insecurity 59%, the impact of benefit changes and fuel poverty at 45%. A considerable amount of these families are working families with good jobs that are having to make difficult decisions daily. 
The Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2020) documents how a confluence of low pay, overpriced housing, and a shortage of childcare is keeping 700,000 people in poverty in its most recent state of the nation study, Poverty in Wales 2020. There are also 180,000 children, of whom 140,000 are currently living in households who receive income-related benefits, demonstrating how the social security system is failing to assist many families in keeping their heads above water (The Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 2020).
The Well-being of Future Generations (WALES) Act 2015 (Future Generations, 2015) is an act of the National Assembly for Wales requiring public bodies to act in ways that promote Wales' economic, social, environmental, and cultural well-being; requiring public bodies to report on such action to establish a Commissioner for Future Generations to provide guidance and help public bodies in acting in accordance with this Act; and creating public services boards in local authorities (Future Generations, 2015). The Act establishes the seven wellbeing goals as a legally binding shared purpose for national government, local government, local health boards, and other designated public entities. It outlines the methods in which certain public bodies must function and collaborate to enhance Wales' well-being (GOV.WALES, 2015). 
The 7 Wellbeing goals of The Well-being of future Generations (WALES) Act 2015.
A prosperous Wales. The development of a practiced and knowledgeable population in an economy that produces wealth and offers chances for employment, giving people the advantage of the wealth generated from acquiring fulfilling work. A creative, productive, and low-carbon society that understands the limitations of the world and its environment and uses resources responsibly and proportionately and always taking climate change into consideration (Legislation.gov.uk, 2015).
A resilient Wales, a country with healthy ecosystems that function properly and a biodiverse environment that enable social, economic, and ecological resiliency and the ability to adjust to shifting circumstances (WCVA.Cymru, 2023).
A healthier Wales. A culture where the mental and physical well-being of individuals is maximised and where decisions and actions that are good for their future wellness are recognised (Legislation.gov.uk, 2015).
A more equal Wales, an environment where everyone can reach their full potential, no matter what their social background or situations (WCVA.Cymru, 2023).
A Wales of cohesive communities, communities that are appealing, solid secure, and well-connected (Legislation.gov.uk, 2015).
A Wales with a thriving Welsh language and vibrant culture. An environment that promotes involvement with the arts, sports, and recreational activities while encouraging and safeguarding culture, heritage, and the Welsh language (Future Policy, 2021).
Wales with global responsibility. A country that evaluates whether something it is about to do better Wales' economic, social, environmental, or cultural well-being would also be beneficial to the world at large (Future Policy, 2021).
The Welsh Assembly became the first legislature globally to make a  law with the responsibility put on public agencies to preserve the well-being of future generations in 2015 when it approved the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act (Davies, 2016).   Davies believes (2016) The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act has the potential to be a groundbreaking law, but its ability to protect the interests of future generations will be influenced by the political will and character of those charged with holding public institutions accountable. Law (2017) highlights that organisations should have a long-term focus, but there are several obstacles in the way, one is the political cycle's short terms in power, short-term demands may be urgent, and there may be a political need to appear to be acting immediately. 
Accountability to future generations can be challenging since individuals who elect politicians can feel far superior to those who have not yet been born and myopic organisations are unable to recognise impending danger, promising chances, or the effects of their choices (Law, 2017. Wallace (2018) explains that particularly in the interventions of the Future Generations Commissioner for Wales, the initial narrative of environmental welfare is still strongly present, however, a compelling cultural change narrative has also emerged in public services that is more consistent with performance management than sustainable development, so it will be difficult to keep the spotlight on all aspects of wellbeing. Early pledges to citizen engagement seem to have given way to a related, though not identical, requirement for more third-sector involvement in service and policy planning (Wallace, 2018). The Act has transformed how people think about sustainable development and the processes that make it happen (Wallace, 2018). 
Taking effect on January 31, 2013, The Social Value Act, it stipulates that people who commission public services must consider how they can also obtain broader social, economic, and environmental advantages (GOV.UK, 2023). Commissioners should consider whether the services they plan to purchase or the way they plan to purchase them can provide these advantages for their community or its stakeholders before they begin the procurement process (GOV.UK, 2023). The Act serves as a tool to assist commissioners in getting more value for their money from procurement (Legislation.gov.UK, 2012). To create better services, it also motivates commissioners to consult their neighbourhood's provider market or community, which frequently results in the discovery of fresh, creative solutions to challenging issues (Local Government Association, 2023).
Implementing social value into commissioning has a variety of positive aspects for local communities, such as enhanced delivery of services, increased economic growth, more involvement with the non-profit community, and social enterprise sectors, improved wellbeing and quality of life, and a rise in community resilience (Local Government Association, 2023). Additionally, contracting authorities have noted enhanced employee morale and motivation as well as improved community and organisation credibility (Public Health England, 2023). Acting to raise social value also has the potential, in the future, to reduce demand for health and other services by enhancing the health and wellbeing of those who use them (Public Health England, 2015). There are also obvious correlations between social value and initiatives to lessen health disparities, the social determinants of health, the circumstances of our birth, development, living, working, and ageing, which lead to unfair and unjust inequities in life span and quality of life and can be addressed through social value actions. (Public Health England, 2015). Initiatives that promote social values in the nation's poorer regions will undoubtedly improve living conditions for locals, which should help level the playing field for all citizens. (Social Value Portal, 2023). The Social Value Act considers environmental regeneration are receiving more attention and that by acting locally while thinking internationally will be necessary, requiring the development of net-zero services and supply networks (Social Value Portal, 2023).
[bookmark: _Int_JalgypI9]The Wellbeing of Future generations (WALES) ACT 2015 does correspond with the Social Value ACT 2012 in many ways, especially that they both consider sustainability and aim to increase employment, these will both have a benefit to CYP as increasing employment will decrease disparities and improving sustainability will improve the environment for the future generation. The Wellbeing of Future Generations (WALES) Act is necessary to implement now to preserve CYP future, but it will be many years until it can be evidenced that this legislation is achieving what it has been designed to accomplish. The Social Value Act is already seeing positive results and CYP can experience the benefits now and in the future. Public Health Wales’ seven initiatives of health promotion are more relevant and focused on what the population of Wales require currently, and many refer to the socio- economic disparities that are clear in most aspects of health promotion in the Nation. Creating equal opportunities to earn, reducing economic imbalances and increasing benefits would have the biggest impact on CYP health and wellbeing both now and in the future.
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