Assignment 1

Part 1

In countries such as Iceland, many believe it is important that children play outdoors during their childhood. According to Government reports there are findings regarding the important effects of playing outdoors on children. 

The guidelines which have been obtained via the curriculum have put an emphasis on learning outside of the classroom environment as a place for  children to gain an understanding of real life situations. Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014, p,44)

This is where children can begin to recognise healthy living through the influence of exercise. In Iceland, the emphasis of children spending more time outdoors has been persistent for a long period of time. It is encouraged that children specifically between the ages of six to sixteen spend quality time outdoors with other children in addition to designated times of play decided by educators. As information regarding teaching outside of the classroom is limited, the researcher suggests that it differs depending on the specific teacher and the school in which they are situated. 

The capital of Iceland, Reykjavik, states that they are including more teaching environments, excluding indoor classroom teaching, than before as seventy percent of schools in the capital state  are now teaching in ways of which exclude the classroom environment. (Olardottir, 2008).



Part 2a

It is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self esteem though hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment. Murray, R. and O’Brien, E. (2006)

Concerns have been raised regarding children having limited time outdoors exploring the woodlands as their parents used to do. These concerns come from worries about safety as society has changed and parents are fearful of the dangers and more caution must take place. MakeTimeToPlay states that sixty three percent of parents believe it is more dangerous to play outside now than when they were children (2013).

Those who spent less time outside as children, are less likely to spend time outdoors as adults. This shows a decrease in physical and emotional benefits as a result of lack of access to nature. Thompson, C., Aspinall, P., Bell, S., Findlay, C., Wherrett, J. and Travlou, P. (2004)

Outdoor Learning Handbook (2009) states that, ‘learning outdoors is different to educating children in a classroom environment.’ The Welsh Assembly Government are currently encouraging teachers to include outdoor teaching alongside the classroom learning environment in their curriculum. Especially in foundation phases, ages 3-5. 


Part 2b


https://brookematthews4.blogspot.com/2022/10/assignment-1-part-2b.html

Part 3

The following article “Schooled to Fail” consists of debating underachievement by those in compulsory education in Wales. Written by Emma Smith a former student at the University of York. The aim is to show the reader comparisons and viewpoints to disprove the discussion. 


It is important to note that the key findings used by the writer is wholly to defend the Welsh schools. Purposefully, it was written to disprove the failings of the Welsh Education system and was backed up by evidence. Her findings suggest that under different circumstances, different results will arise. This includes factors such as poverty and gender. Her other key findings suggest unfairness with the results between Wales and England due to the major difference in population.

Even if economic factors are put to one side and the comparison is made simply on size of population, surely, it is unfair to write policy based on a comparison of a nation of just under 3 million people with one of just under 50 million? Smith (2005).

The authors use of indented paragraphs rather than clearly separated paragraphs make the text less clear and less understandable. This is also due to the lack of subheadings and long paragraphs. Meaning, the paragraphs do not flow and jump through different topics and points leading the reader to become confused. The author uses multiple statistics that are used as evidence for her findings how ever it can be seen as poor and unclear as again they lack clear subheadings on each graph. It is difficult to judge whether the graph shows people or percentages. Ultimately, the evidence becomes unclear as the measurements on the graph are poorly displayed. As this is the evidence for the writer, it is essential that it is clearly explained as it could lead to the evidence not promoting the key findings. In Figure 7.1, Achievement gaps between male and female students (English) (Smith, 2005, p.91). of the evidence displayed, there is no separate line to define the male and female results. This leads to confusion as it is difficult to compare the both genders to distinguish the gender achievement gap. This makes the writers point less evidential that the male and females do not have a large achievement gap between them but simply that the boys are ‘low achieving’ (Smith, E. 2005).

The author uses a formal style of writing throughout the article. Formal writing is usually used with the intention to be read by experts or professionals. This made this article difficult to dictate and rather messy as a non-professional researcher. The writer would also begin to point out an argument to then continue the argument later on in a different paragraph. The article is difficult to read and understand which could be done deliberately to impress other academic professionals. It can also be judged that the intended audience was for a smaller group or professionals to dictate her argument rather than a larger group for research (Honi Soit, 2022). Another argument includes that speaking more complex consists of hiding the fact she may valuable points.
It would be fair to say that this article could possibly be seen as biased as there is a lack of comparison between points and the writer is mainly providing evidence from her points of view. The writer used both objective and subjective language as her work was not concise but could be accused of being bias. Objectively, the writer did reference and evaluate the presented evidence and remained factual. The author also neglected to convey personal experience and values.

The evidence within the article show a clear issue with the statement as for years people in Wales have been considered as underachieving. However, when further research has been conducted and factors such as poverty and population have been brought in, it clearly shows the results are not as  portrayed. Underachievement is being blamed for poor academic performance but once looked into it’s not as straightforward as underachievement but more so low achievement. 

In subjects  where girls'  performance  appears  to have  'overtaken'  that of the boys  (for  instance,  maths),  the  difference between their performance  is  generally  less  than  10  per cent and surely  not enough evidence to label  the boys as  'underachieving'. (Smith, E. 2005, p.92).

This disproves not only that Wales is underachieving but it also dismisses the gender gap issue in education. 

The argument is most certainly consistent as the focus of underachievement is discussed up throughout. However, the evidence is less effective as it is not  digestible as previously mentioned and it’s shows inconsistencies. The evidence is not effective as it shows inconsistencies. It does this as Wales is often compared to North East England and then in the next set of evidence Wales can be seen being compared to England as a whole. This shows that there are two sets of numbers, England’s population for one and North East as another. The writer can then choose the lowest or highest number to best suit her argument. Another example of being biased.

Overall, the authors writing style is difficult to read, hard to follow and disarranged. If this was to be rewritten, I would use the recommendations of using conspicuous paragraphs, easy to follow content and graphs and legible graphs. Despite this, the author provided direct points and evaluations which presented a number of fair arguable points. This is an appropriate academic article for the intended audience as it is directed for a small number of professionals. Smith reviews and presents new evidence to argue her points. These points include poverty, gender and population. 

For example, it is still the case that some students, namely those who come from the poorest homes, perform less well in school than their peers from more economically advantaged backgrounds (Gorard, 2000; Smith, 2005).
The relationship between the population factor and test results mean it makes more sense to compare Wales and North East (NE) England rather than England as a whole. This is because the population of Wales is approximately 3.3 million people and England is 56 million. However, NE England is 2.6 million. It could be said that to get more accurate information it would be fairer to not use England as a comparison due to the size of its population.
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